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The State government has contested in the Court of Appeal, a 1996 decision by a Mt Isa
magistrate upholding a native title right to hunt otherwise protected animals. Murrandoo
Yanner was acquitted of charges under the Nature Conservation Act for spearing crocodiles in
a creek on Bundella Station leased by the Carpentaria Land Council. The crown has argued
that the native title right was extinguished through the Fauna Conservation Act 1974. (CM,
6 June, p16) Mr Yanner’s lawyer, Angelo Vasta QC, said it is the first case since the 1993
Native Title Act dealing with the question of whether Aborigines have the right to hunt and
fish over territory which their ancestors had the right to hunt and fish. (CT, 9 June, p4 )

Western Australia
The full bench of the Federal Court dismissed an appeal by the WA Government over a ruling
by Justice Lee which allowed ‘gender restrictions’ to apply during an upcoming native title
claim. The Court recognised that Aboriginal law and customs sometimes meant that
discussion of some culturally sensitive issues could only be amongst members of the same
sex. The implication for native title claims is that restricted evidence can be given and not
passed on to lawyers of the opposite sex, or published in court documents. (Aus, 9 July, p4)

An Indigenous Art gallery is being stopped from opening in East Perth due to Native Title
claims. Aboriginal activist Clarrie Isaccs claims the WA government rejected the proposal
because the land was subjected to several claims. (ST, 13 July, p21)

The Miriuwung-Gajerrong case could become a test case for Native title rights over water. If
the Federal Court does find Native Title rights exist over water, the state is likely to appeal.
(WA, 21 July, p6)* Premier Richard Court defended the cost of fighting the claim, but said he
was angry taxpayers money was being spent on both sides. He also said the Government had
to oppose a claim that called for exclusive possession and occupation of such a big area. Mr
Court claimed that the Mabo and Wik decisions had said people could not have exclusive
occupation and possessions of lands. (WAus, 23 July, p13)*

South Australia
The Ngarrindjeri people have launched a High Court challenge to the Hindmarsh Island Bridge
Act and will present their case to the First Nations’ International Court of Justice. Lawyer
Stephen Kenny said that Hindmarsh was no longer a local issue but a national issue with
national significance to the rights of indigenous people. (Aus, 16 June, p2)

Victoria
The Victorian Farmers’ Federations says it recognises mediation as necessary and encourages
members to become informed about the native title process before mediation. The VFF has
more than 150 members registered as interested parties in the Wimmera claim area. (HS,
13 June, p29)
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The following NTRU publications are available from the AIATSIS Publications Sales Assistant
(Tel: 02 6246 1191)

Proof and Management of Native Title
(Summary of proceedings of a workshop conducted by the Native Title Research Unit, AIATSIS,
on 31 January-1 February 1994 - cost (special discount) $5 including postage).
Claims to Knowledge, Claims to Country: Native Title, native title claims and the role of the
anthropologist
(Summary of proceedings of a conference session on native title at the annual conference of the
Australian Anthropological Society, 28-30 September 1994 - cost $11.85 including postage)
Anthropology in the Native Title Era
(Proceedings of a workshop conducted by the Australian Anthropological Society and the Native
Title Research Unit, AIATSIS, 14-15 February 1995 - cost $11.95 including postage)
The Skills of Native Title Practice
(Proceedings of a workshop conducted by the NTRU, the Native Title Section of ATSIC and the
Representative Bodies, 13-15 September 1995 - cost $15 including postage)
Heritage and Native Title: Anthropological and Legal Perspective’s
(Proceedings of a workshop conducted by The Australian Anthropological Society and AIATSIS
at the ANU, Canberra, 14-15 February 1996 ~ cost $20 including postage)
A Sea Change in Land Rights Law: The Extension of Native Title to Australia’s Offshore Areas
by Gary D. Meyers, Malcolm O’Dell, Guy Wright and Simone C. Muller. ($12.95 including
postage)

 The following publications are available from the Native Title Research Unit, AIATSIS, Tel (02)
6246 1158, Fax (02) 6249 1046 (issued free of charge):

Issues Papers published in 1996 and 1997:
No 9: The requirements to be met by claimants in applications for a determination of native
title, by George Irving
No 10: Native Title and Intellectual Property, by David H Bennett
No. 11:Raising Finance on Native Title and other Aboriginal Land, by Joe Nagy
No. 12:Co-existence of interests in land: a dominant feature of the common law, by Maureen 

Tehan
No. 13: Wik- the way forward, by Rick Farley
No. 14: Lighting the Wik of change, by Mark Love.
No. 15: Neither Rights nor Workability: The Proposed Amendments of the Right to Negotiate, by

Liz Keith.
No. 16: Racial Non-Discrimination standards and proposed amendments to the Native Title Act,

by Jennifer Clarke.
No. 17:Regional Agreements in Australia: an overview paper by Patrick Sullivan (Regional

Agreements paper no. 1)
No. 18:The Proof of Continuity of Native Title: an anthropological perspective by Julie Finlayson
No. 19 Implications of the Proposed Amendments to the Native Title Act by Tamara Kamien

Regional Agreements Papers:
No 2: Local and Regional Agreements by Justice Robert French
No 3: The Other Side of the Table: corporate culture and negotiating with resource companies

by Richie Howitt
No 4: The Emperor Has No Clothes: Canadian Comprehensive Claims and their

relevance to Australia by Michele Ivanitz

Other Publications include:
A Practical Guide to Choosing Consultants for Native Title Claims, by Paul Burke
Native Title Newsletter (published bi-monthly)

Our email address is: ntru@aiatsis.gov.au.


