NEWS FROM THE NATIVE TITLE RESEARCH UNIT

Staff Movements

The NTRU would like to welcome Diana
McCarthy to the Unit. Diana comes to
AIATSIS after extensive experience as a
consultant anthropologist on native title and
land claims in Western Australia and New
South Wales. From late January, Glen Fairfoot
is now working as a part-time Research
Assistant.  Serica Mackay ceased working in
the Unit and ATATSIS in early February as the
Research Officer to take up a Research
position in the House of Representatives.

We are is sad to report that Sophia Close is
finishing up with IFaMP on Tuesday, 8 March.
Sophia has been a mainstay of the Project and
she will be greatly missed. We wish to thank
her for her hard work, and to wish her the very
best in her adventures abroad! As Sophia
leaves, we welcome Jessi Clements. Jessi has
_come over from Fremantle, Western Australia,
where she was working on non-native
title funding, policy and project work for the
South West Aboriginal Land & Sea Council
(SWALSC).

Research Activities

Dr Lisa Strelein met with project partners
Professor Larissa Behrendt, George Williams
and Sean Brennan to finalise the draft of the
final work from the Treaty ARC in January.
The resulting book will be launched at the
Sydney Writers Festival in May.

Dr Bradfield completed a research report for
- the OIPC titled, ‘Comprehensive Settlement of
Native Title: the case of the South West’. Stu-
art also completed a research report titled ‘Na-
tive Title and the Whole of Government
Approach’.

NTRU Website

Several new resources have been added to the

ntru website over the past month. These in-
clude:

- Native Title Newsletter No.5 /2004

® Three new research resource pages: Fego v
Northern Territory; expert evidence in native title
cases; and international law and native title;

¢ Native Title Determinations Summary ta-
ble, providing a quick overview of native title
determinations with links to relevant on-line
resources such as determinations information
on the National Native Title Tribunal and
Agreements, Treaties and Negotiated Settle-
ments Project websites, and case law on the
Australasian Legal Information Institute web-
site document.

e The Native Title Resource Guide is now
up and running, if you would like information
about your organisation to be added or
amended, or if you would like us to host in-
formation about your organisation through
this  website please contact us at
ntru(@aiatsis.gov.au;

¢ For information about the Claims Research
Management Workshop for NTRBs, please see
p- 4 (upcoming events) for more info.
Information on our website 1s updated regu-
lazly. The ILUA summary document and Na-
tive Title in the News will be updated
fortnightly.

If you have any suggestions for other informa-
tion that you would like to see on our website,
please contact us by emailing
ntru@aiatsis.gov.au

Indigenous Facilitation and Mediation
Project (IFaMP) Update

Indigenous and General Native Title Media-
tion Practitioners Workshop

On the 17 and 18 of February the IFaMP held

a workshop with Indigenous native title media-
tion practitioners to discuss best practice ap-
proaches to the facilitation of decision-making
and conflict management in native title. The
major recommendations arnsing out of the
workshops involve IFaMP seeking funding
opportunities for two additional workshops for
Indigenous practitioners to focus specifically
on:



1. Developing the concept of a national net-
work of accredited and specialised region-
ally based Indigenous facilitators and
mediators, embracing a whole of govern-
ment approach for the purposes of devel-
oping a funding proposal; and

2. Identifying specific processes in best prac-
tice Indigenous mediation.

A General Native Title Mediation Practitioner
Workshop will be held on 15 and 16 March
2005 to also discuss best practice issues, in-
cluding the manner in which the legislative

framework effects mediation practice in native
title.

A report on both workshops will be made
available on the website.

NTRB Information

A sertes of short briefing papers and posters
are being prepared by IFaMP for Natve Title
Representative Bodies (NTRBs). A poster
concerning meeting procedutes, together with
an informative handbook detailing meeting
~ facilitation procedures has already been sent
out to the NTRBs to be utilised as practical

resources. Other documents being prepared
include:

1. Briefing paper and larger discussion paper
setting out native title mediation com-
plaints processes;

2. DPoster that sets out the differences in dis-
pute management processes, including
mediation, facilitation, arbitration, con-
ciliation and negotiation;

3. Generic policy concerning decision mak-
ing and dispute management processes for
NTRBs to utilise and tailor to their re-
spective needs; and

4. Booklet that sets out training products
and providers in the areas of decision

making and dispute management.

Check the TFaMP Web Site

http:/ /www.aiatsis.gov.au/rsrch/ ntru/ifamp /i
ndex.html

~ Native Title Newstetter No.5/2004

The following additions can be now be ac-
cessed on the IFaMP website:
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