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Interview conducted by Chris Ryan on Thursday 4 June at the 
10th Annual Native Title Conference 2009 in Melbourne. 
 
 
What does native title mean to you? 
Native  title  has  given  us  a  sense  of  belonging.  It  is  17 
years  post‐Mabo  and we  are  now  starting  to  grip  our 
cultural  connection  to  the  sea  and  land,  the  natural 
resources and species, both on  the  land and sea  that are 
part  of  our  totem,  our  customs,  and  our  beliefs  and 
values. 
 
Native  title  has  also  given  us  a wider  connection with 
other  traditional  property  owners  in  the  region  of  the 
Torres Strait and a broader sense of belonging. 
 
What is the biggest challenge facing your PBC? 
The hardest part is breaking the barriers of mindsets that 
have  been  around  since  1872.  There’s  now  a  common 
understanding that we’re all traditional property owners 
–  but  our  job  as  PBCs  is  to  bridge  the  gaps  and 
strategically  look  at what  are we  trying  to  protect  and 
preserve for the next generations to come. 
 
Yes,  we  are  under‐resourced,  but  one  of  our  greatest 
strengths  is  voluntary  advocacy.  If  we  are  going  to 
maintain this way forward there are many that need to be 
groomed  in  to  carry  on  this  responsibility.  It  doesn’t 
matter how long it’s going to take, it’s got to be done.  
 
What is the future for native title in your country? 
There’s a way forward now. We’ve got the authorities to 
the  table  –  the Torres  Strait Regional Authority  (TSRA) 
and  regional  councils  ‐  to  form  a  Memorandum  of 
Understanding  (MOU) with all  the PBCs. This will be a 
learning  curve  for all of us,  to  share  the  responsibilities 
and to see that we are all important in the region and we 
all can play a part in the outcomes we want to achieve. 
 
The spirit of our ancestors, it speaks through us and I am 
at a  time where  I am  so privileged  that  I’ve been given 
the mandate to serve and be a servant for my people. To 
me, serving them in such a way, I am more blessed than 
rich. The richness, that is within.  

 
I just want to see that the campfire is still burning and the 
fish are still roasted on the beach and we can have a good 
laugh and see the sunset and the sunrise and still express 
our  good  ways  of  island  custom.  We  are  always 
welcoming people to our country and want to share that 
knowledge with all the people in this global village. 

 

NTRU Project Report 
NTRU Submissions   
 
The NTRU has made recent submissions on heritage law 
reform and climate change adaptation. 
 
The  Department  of  Environment, Water,  Heritage  and 
the Arts  is presently  reviewing  the  Indigenous heritage 
law  regime.  The NTRU  prepared  a  submission  on  the 
proposed amendments  to  the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander  Heritage  Protection  Act  1984  (ATSIHP  Act), 
commenting  specifically  on how  the  reforms will  affect 
native  title. The ATSIHP Act was developed  as  a  short 
term measure  to protect sites and objects of significance 
to  Indigenous people  that were under  threat. The Evatt 
Review  conducted  in 1996  exposed  the  shortcomings of 
the  regime,  however  one  subsequent  reform  attempt 
proved  ineffective.  It  is  hoped  that  the  present  review 
and  reform  will  contribute  to  a  more  effective  and 
empowering heritage protection regime. 
 
The  National  Climate  Change  Adaptation  Research 
Facility  requested  comments  from  various  stakeholders 
regarding  a  draft  settlements  and  infrastructure 
adaptation  plan. The NTRU  offered  brief  comments  on 
this  draft, which will  contribute  to  the  final  adaptation 
plan.  Climate  change  has  the  potential  to  affect  native 
title rights and interests through damage to land, sites of 
significance  and  water  resources.  The  research  plan  is 
based on the themes of the built environment; vulnerable 
coastal  communities;  infrastructure;  and  urban  and 
regional planning and management. 
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	We are currently updating the NTRU website. We appreciate your patience during this process. If you are having any problems accessing NTRU resources please contact Amy Williams on (02) 6246 1161 or via email at ntru@aiatsis.gov.au 
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	Western Australian Government, Ord-East Kimberley Development Plan, Department of Regional Development and Lands, Western Australian Government, Perth, 2009. 
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	27-Nov-09 - NT - Top End town handed back to first owners  One of the longest-running native title claims in Australian history has been settled by a township being handed back to traditional owners. Jabiru township, 220km east of Darwin will now be leased back to the Federal Government rent free for 99 years. It will remain part of Kakadu National Park. The native title claim was originally lodged in 1997. Northern Territory News, (Darwin NT, 27 November 2009), 4. 
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	03-Nov-09 - QLD - Native title dismissed  The Federal Court has dismissed three native title claims affecting the Central Highlands Regional Council area. The claims by the Ghungalu and Kangoulu People were dismissed on September 1 due to failure to comply with directions orders. Blackwater Herald, (Blackwater QLD, 3 November 2009), 6. Morning Bulletin, (Rockhampton QLD, 3 November 2009), 10.  
	 
	04-Nov-09 - QLD - Missing link sorted  Cairns Regional Council has agreed to acquire all native title rights over a small area of the Cairns Esplanade to create a reserve. Councillors were told the matter was a longstanding issue which came about during Esplanade re-development. Cairns Sun, (Cairns QLD, 4 November 2009), 9. 
	18-Dec-09 - QLD - Native Title Determination for Dulabed and Malanbarra Yidinji Peoples Native title rights have been won by the Dulabed and Malanbarra Yidinji peoples of far north Queensland. A Federal Court sitting in Gordonvale affirmed the groups' native title rights over 16,460ha of land and water 37km south of Cairns. Cairns Post, (Cairns QLD, 18 December 2009), 9. Morning Bulletin, (Rockhampton QLD, 18 December 2009), 18. Warrnambool Standard, (Warrnambool VIC, 18 December 2009), 12. 
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