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The following is a brief summary of 
some of the NSW Branch activities 

during the period August to October 1997.

U pdate on the  D istrict C ourt Transfer of 
personal injury cases

During the time that the new legisla
tion has been operational, APLAl NSW has 
been participating in a joint Law Society 
Committee (Personal Injury and Litigation 
Law & Practice) initiative which is moni
toring the transfer of cases. I have been 
involved in the formalisation of a docu
ment: Data Collection Form which has now 
been sent off to seven key metropolitan 
firms. Each practitioner from those firms 
appearing in the District Court in any mat

ter (including return of subpoena) are to 
complete the form for each matter in which 
that practitioner has entered an appearance. 
The forms will be collected each week and 
the data entered by the Law Society and 
reviewed over the next 6 months.

This review process, which started on 
Monday 13 October, should provide a 
useful analysis of how the District Court is 
handling the avelanche of cases either 
transferred or on their way together with 
those that have been left in the Supreme 
Court. It will provide a useful comparison 
with the quantitiative analysis under way 
and conducted by the Legal Process 
Research Centre.

Please contact me or another member 
of the NSW 
Committee for fur
ther information.

Liaison w ith  NSW  
Branch of the  
Australian  
C om petition and  
C onsum er 
Com m ission  
(‘A C C C ’)

The NSW 
office of the ACCC 
is participating in 
an APLA (NSW) 
LEXPO seminar 
(free of charge) to 
be held at the 
C e n t r e p o i n t  
C o n v e n t i o n  
Centre on the sub
ject Class Actions: 
The Law - The 
P r a c t i c a l  
Difficulties. The 
forum follows a 
meeting attended 
by Vera Culkoff of 
Cashman &

Traffic A ccident 
Analysis

Jam ieson  F oley & A ssocia tes  
Pty Ltd

C onsulting Engineers

• 3D Accident Simulation - presented on 
video

• Site Analysis and Crash Reconstruction
• Contributory Negligence Assessment
• Mechanical Failure Assessment
• Slip and Fall Claims
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Partners and I with a view to developing a 
closer cooperative relationship between our 
two associations. Other speakers at the 
forum are Peter Long, fresh from his victo
ry against ICI, and Vera Culkoff.

M edical N egligence Special Interest Group
Two meetings to report since the last 

edition of Plaintiff, both ably coordinated 
by Rebecca O’Connell from Blessington 
Judd. The last one one featured a speaker 
on the topic of opthalmic surgery and 
medical negligence claims (Dr Delaney). 
The next session on the topic of 
‘Deformity, Disfigurement and 
Defacement’ (gruesome!) with a presenta
tion by Dr de Burgh Norman, a well 
known Sydney facio-maxillary surgeon.

Legal Aid R eview
APLA has been asked to participate in 

an Efficiency Review of the NSW  Legal Aid 
Commission in the context of the decision 
of the State Government to establish a 
‘State only’ Legal Aid Commission provid
ing legal aid services to the 
Commonwealth Government under an 
agency arrangement. Submissions are to 
be received by 1 December.

Litigation a t  Sunrise Sem inars
One further Litigation at Sunrise semi

nars will be held before the end of the 
year: 13 November: Tim Robertson, 
Barrister, will speak on on Environmental 
Health Litigation

NB Please give your preferences/sug- 
gestions for the 1998 programme to the 
NSW Committee ASAP

See you at Coolum! ■

Catherine Henry practices at the firm Craddock Murray 
& Neumann in medical negligence and health litigation and 
is NSW Branch President of APLA. Phone 02 9283 4755, 
fax  02 9283 4180 or email cmn@hutch.com.au
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