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APLA National Conference - Sydney,
October 21 - 23,1999

Jane Staley, Sydney

he organisation of the 1999 APLA
TNationaI Conference is now well under
way. The Conference Technical Committee
has put the finishing touches to an exciting
program of speakers and we are now counting
down to the opening session on October 21.

Each year it becomes more difficult to
present new topics relevant to members’
needs, but the Committee is confident that
the 1999 program includes something for
everyone - in fact, the greatest difficulty
for delegates may be choosing which ses-
sions to attend!

International guests

We are very excited to have a num-
ber of international speakers at the
Conference this year who will share with
us their experiences of personal injury
litigation from around the world. Mark
Mandell, President of the Association of
American Trial Lawyers will join us along
with the respective presidents of the
Association of Personal Injury Lawyers
(UK) and the Canadian Trial Lawyers
Association, lan Walker and Bruce
Hillyer. In addition, Jim Baritmus (USA)
will share his expertise in birth injury lit-
igation, Arnold Simanowitz from Action
for Victims of Medical Accidents (UK)
will give a consumer perspective on
medical negligence, and Richard Meeran
from the UK will be sharing his experi-
ence in international class actions in a
focusing on
accountability

session multinational

“the greatest difficulty for
delegates may be choosing

which sessions to attend/”

Topic areas

As in previous years the Conference
will cover both general and special interest
topics including motor vehicle, workers
compensation, negligence and
damages. This year, however, we have
added some new areas to reflect the inter-
ests of our expanding membership.

A new stream - Discrimination and

medical

Employment Law - will include sessions

on the MUA/Patricks Waterfront dispute,
HIV discrimination in sport, legal recog-
nition of same-sex relationships and dis-
We have
also developed a Technology & Practice

crimination against women.

Management Stream in conjunction with
our Principal Conference Sponsor,
Diskcovery, which will include a legal
technology workshop and sessions on
media management and professional

negligence.

Core Skills Stream

Another new stream for the 1999 con-
ference will be the Core Skills stream. This
stream will cover four main topics - Public
Liability, Medical Negligence, Medicine for
Lawyers and Damages. Sessions will be
aimed both at new practitioners and more
experienced solicitors interested in devel-
oping a new area of practice.

As it is possible to register for single
days at the conference, this stream will
also be of interest to firms who want to
upgrade the skills of their para-legal and
junior staff.



Special Sessions

In addition to the more generalist topics we
will also be presenting sessions focusing on
more specific areas of practice and specific case
studies.

We are very pleased to have Justice Murray
Wilcox from the Federal Court leading a panel
session on representative actions. The session
will cover ethical and legal duties of the repre-
sentative of the class and will include local and
international practitioner perspectives.

Another session which will be of general
interest is a panel discussion regarding a Bill of
Rights. Can a Bill of Rights protect or enhance
meaningful access to the civil justice system in
Australia? Panellists will include Justice R
Sackville from the Federal Court, The Hon Peter
Breen (NSW Legislative Council) and Kirsteen
Andrews (Constitutional Convention Delegate).

Beyond the conference room...

Apart from the educational value of the ses-
sions, the National Conference is a great oppor-
tunity for members from around the country to
meet in a relaxed and informal atmosphere.
This year delegates will enjoy a welcome cock-
tail party hosted by major sponsor, IPAC
Securities, overlooking the sparkling view of
Cockle Bay In addition, the Conference dinner
will be held on the final night of the Conference
in the stunning new ballroom of the Westin
Hotel.

Delegates will also have some free time
scheduled in the program to spend exploring
the harbour city with family and friends.

Registration

The APLA National Conference is open
only to APLA members. As with previous years
we have kept the cost to delegates low and we
hope to welcome both old and new friends to
Sydney in October.

All members should have received their
full conference program by now. If you have
not yet received one, or would like additional
copies, please contact Michael Trinidad at
Yarran & Baxter, on (02) 9904 8200 or e-mail
to: mtrinidad@yarranbaxter.com.

The special early registration rates expire
on 1st September, so register now to take
advantage of this saving.

See you in October! m

Jane Staley isthe Exeautive Officer of APLA
Phone (02) 9261 5277, fax (02) 9261 5859
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Vitamin

iNn $100mM
lavv sulit

KATHERINE TOWERS

A LAW firm launched a
multi-million-dollar class
action yesterday against
the world’s largest vitamin
manufacturers, claiming
their price-fixing con-
spiracy had cost Aust-
ralian consumers more
t $1OO mijllion.
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