QC berates insurers on
medical litigation costs

Katherine Towers more often a Pad result for a pﬁtrent IS dH
to the natura ro ress of anr ness or t

AIead]ug; Melbourne plalntlff barnsterh risk In erentr operation.’

launched’ a scathing attack. on medical He said teun and doctors’ bodies
efence ci nisations, accusing. them of tried to paint Elarnt ersasraﬁ)adous
usrd Ing Information to mtlmldate an OQP rtunistic and used often misleading

n(gkg ce vrcthm out of lifi aﬁron angd e remecses t0 ress th(i point,

Mr Jac

ved Most peop ew 0 o have ¢ |msa ainst
in severgl hgrofvre medrca? d1 n}a?ﬁs doctars } %w%/ers o are ( (I]on a
£ases an gr vice-chairman o no- wrn aréi aren't
V|ctor|an Bar said the MDOs were runnlng gomg to run claims that don’t h Ve any
blic ca ro(?lgn to ma e lawyers the  Substance.

ggaoats a ?ctors e victims of  But the ?neral manager of Ie%al service
edic %h%ence Itigation, for medrc Insurance” compal dy Unite

He sal Increase In [nsurance Pre Medical Proﬁectlon Mr David Brown,
miums for docto[s wzis not the resul deni d the dLlons and said Mr Rush
Increased medica negl enge |t|gat|onn§a[2 Was e|n misle

claimed by the a t que to goor rg Ef Wwn said m%re than 90 per cen
mismana ement and Inadequateé claims me ical neg Irgvnce claims were sett
s Ith mawasterm\nate

handlin g nions. {ore trb
Mr R%r said eun}onswer? refusingto  solicitors ﬁuse ther no cla

acc £ existence or medical ne “It’s naygnt t.O suggest every claim is
(ﬁr)vere mIS eagrnﬁt £ utﬂrc over Lg rea? run by us,’ y % y

reason behind rge increase In Medlical ne% v%ence claims had increase

Insurance costs for Hocto dramaticall r the past 10 years and,
In a speech to the Australlan PIarntrff whrt]e It was no Iault of Iaw ers, stnctrons Mr Jack Rush QC

Lawyers Assocratron conference Mr ush  In the common law areas of motor a?cr dent

said “he contrnu “amazed by the ian workers com enSﬁnon meant solicitors mana ement ractrces and seemed dgter

arrp ﬁnce g me |ca dee ce podies looked for work In other :ilres m| ed’ to | 3/ atron of medical

and their mabrlrt to recognise the “cata-  “The area has certainly become more %encet foto ecourﬁ steps

stro Ic hurt” caused vy medical negli- |t||g|ous % In relation to the conduct of |iti t|on
gen r Rush said doctors should not early assessment and %enume ?tte t5 10
As fgr as the medrcal EProfeﬁsrora me their % nsurange costs on an  settfe claims wit um o 805 06S
concerne medrcg negligence really does Inc (eas in- medical negr gence ot seem fo be |g onteagen the
"0 ﬂre befresv% there gre very few cases sho %Onugﬁloﬁfitlﬁeﬁgea{nsetgactg |gs offe tﬂerr msur 5.5 smensgr1| ent would appea
inst doctors tntlnvoqve tru)e Iprac- msurersq J Y an t%er area?orq'e orm wrtlnm t‘np edp ca?

a0a
tl%e The medical (fefence unions argu that ~ He said the unions had poor risk defence unions.

The Australian Financial Review 16/6/2000. Reproduced with permission.

LAWYERS FOR THE PEOPLE

APLA IS LOOKING FOR MEMBERS TO JOIN THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE OF PLAINTIFF

12 This committee meets via telephone conference every two months to plan upcoming editions of the
journal.

2 Prime responsibilities are to attend these meetings, come up with ideas for themes and find and
chase up article contributors.

2 The main pre-requisite is enthusiasm!

2 If you are interested in becoming a member of the editorial committee for Plaintiff, send us some
details about yourself with a short note about your reasons for wanting to join the
committee and any ideas you have for the future direction of Plaintiff.

Send Applications by September 1, 2000 to: Joanne Choe, APIA
Level 1, IPl House, 128-134 Chalmers Street,
Surry Hills NSW 2010 or
email to: jchoe@apla.com
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