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Signing off
By Sim on Morrison

T  „t is w ith  great pride  that I w rite  
m y final presidents page for 

J L .  Precedent.
I though t it  f it t in g  to reflect on the 

events o f the past year to see how  we 
have fared as an organisation.

The year began w ith  a very successful 
m edical law  conference in  Sydney.
The event is fast becom ing the master 
class o f m edical negligence CLE in  the 
country. We farewelled Bill Madden, 
w ho has w orked  tirelessly as the SIG 
cha ir in  th is specialised area o f practice. 
A lthough  b ig  boots were needed to 
replace B ill, they more than arrived 
in the fo rm  o f David H irsch, w ho has 
taken to the role w ith  gusto. D av id ’s 
extensive experience as a medical 
negligence litiga to r, coupled w ith  his 
skills  as a great com m unicator, have 
generated sign ificant oppo rtun ities  for 
reasoned dialogue between the A lliance 
and m edical insurers for balanced 
reform  in  th is im p o rtan t area.

The 2006 N ationa l Conference 
was one o f the best yet. We were 
fortunate to host Tom Vesper from  New 
Jersey in  the US, a board m em ber o f 
the Am erican Association o f Justice 
(fo rm erly  ATLA) and one o f Am ericas 
leading tria l lawyers.

In m y first three m onths as president 
1 com pleted a national tour, m eeting 
governm ent, ju d ic ia l and Law Society 
offic ia ls to lay the g roundw ork  fo r the

A lliances to rt reform  campaign. The 
campaign focused on w in d in g  back 
c iv il lia b ility  legislation nationally, and 
raising awareness o f the im p lica tions 
o f the proposed national w orkers’ 
com pensation system.

A m ajor breakthrough in  th is 
area occurred recently at the NSW  
conference, when Justice Ipp conceded 
that to rt reform  had gone too far.

F o llow ing  on from  ou r CEO ’s great 
w o rk  w ith  the C rim ina l Defence 
Lawyers Association o f V ictoria , ou r 
strategy th is year has been to make 
inroads in to  ou r ‘newer’ areas ol 
practice such as c rim ina l law, hum an 
rights, im m ig ra tio n  and indus tria l 
relations.

In line  w ith  th is strategy, we seized 
the o p p o rtu n ity  to host M ajor M ichael 
M ori on his recent Austra lian to u r and 
help h im  to com m unicate the injustices 
faced by D avid H icks at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba.

I am grateful to all o f ou r members 
and staff w ho pu t in countless hours to 
pursue th is cause; in  particular, Julian 
Burnside QC and Tom Percy QC, 
w ho bo th agreed to sit on the panel 
overseeing the processes to w h ich  
David has been subjected.

This was a de fin ing  m om ent fo r the 
A lliance. Against some significant 
critic ism  from  various po litica l 
quarters, we stood firm  in  up ho ld ing

basic hum an rights and the rule 
o f law, no m atter how unpopu la r or 
controversial th is stance may 
have been.

As 1 sign off, 1 want to thank the 
A lliance board fo r its unwavering 
support as the core leaders o f the 
organisation. I welcome Ian Brown as 
the next president. Ian is a lawyer o f 
great repute in m y home state and, as 
a found ing  m em ber o f the A lliance, is 
one the most experienced campaigners 
1 have ever met. 1 also thank all the 
branch presidents and com m ittee 
members w ho have done the ‘hard 
yards’ in  the ir states.

I want to express my particu lar 
thanks to ou r CEO Eva Scheerlinck for 
her w o rk  in run n ing  the organisation’s 
day-to-day operations. Eva’s 
com m itm ent is what makes us the 
success we are. She has led a tru ly  
talented staff w ho continue to perform  
for us.

It has been a privilege to be your 
president th is past year. I look  forward 
to w a tch ing  the A lliance go from  
strength to strength. ■

S im o n  M o r r is o n  is national president 
of the Australian Lawyers Alliance and a 
partner of Shine Lawyers.
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