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Stevens' Elements of Mercantile Law, 12th edn., by JOHN MONT
GOMERIE. (Butterworth & Company Ltd. London, 1955), pp. i-lxiv, 
1-662. Australian price £r 6s.6d. (Our copy from the publishers.) 

There is a tendency to draw a distinction between the law which is 
presented in an examination answer and the law which is applied 
by the Courts. This tendency is encouraged when examples illustra
ting principles of law are drawn from social conditions which have 
ceased to exist. The students' transition from the learning of the 
law to its application in day to day affairs is made less difficult, 
when principles of law are illustrated by examples drawn from 
modern social conditions. There is a refreshing tendency in this 
edition of Stevens' Elements of Mercantile Law to illustrate prin
ciples on a background of current commercial practice by drawing 
as much as possible on recent decisions as examples. 

This work follows a logical scheme of construction, and is clearly 
expressed and annotated. The student is admitted to the mysteries 
of legal abbreviation and Latin phrases by a comprehensive table 
of abbreviations and glossary. Altliough primarily a student's book 
its wide coverage of modern mercantile law and in particular its 
chapters on the 'Protection of Commercial Ideas' and on 'Stock 
Exchange Transactions' make it a work of value to the practitioner 
as well. 

R. E. MCGARVIE 

Learning The Law, 5th edn., by GLANVILLE WILLIAMS (Stevens & Sons 
Ltd., London, 1954), pp. i-ix, 1-216 and Australian supplement. 
Australian price 18s.9d. (Our copy from the Law Book Co. of 
Australasia Ltd.) 

The Young Lawyer, by JOHN L. CLAY, JOHN B. FRANKENBURG, and 
JOHN A. BAKER (Butterworth & Co. Ltd., London, 1955), pp. i-vii, 
1-167 and index. Australian price 17s.6d. (Our copy from Butter
worth & Co. (Australia) Ltd.) 

People who set out to review the first edition of Learning The Law 
were fortunate if their reviews were published before the second 
edition appeared. The book proved an immediate and deserved 
success, for there are few writers with sufficient skill to teach the 
framework of a legal system to the young innocent without dampen
ing his youthful enthusiasm. 

Yet we may complain that it is nearly time for the production 
of an Australian edition of this invaluable book. There are important 
differences in the English and Australian legal methods which can
not be adequately discussed in the Australian supplement. For in
stance in Australia there are two distinct jurisdictions - a state juris
diction and a federal jurisdiction - and the structure of the judicial 
hierarchy requires special consideration. In both Learning The Law 
and The Young Lawyer the chapters dealing with employment in 


