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Lectures on Communications Media Legal and Policy Problems.
. (University of Michigan Law School, Ann Arbor, Mic igan, 1954),
pp- i-v, 1-234. No price given. (Our copy from the publishers.)
The First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of
America declares that ‘Congress shall make no law . . . abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press.” Like many other enthusiastic
attempts to resolve outstanding problems by the use of a few well-
chosen words it has not eliminated, or even severely restricted, legal
argument. Indeed, like many Australian and American constitu-
tional provisions, its main effect would appear to be to transfer the
topic from the political to the legal arena.
This series of lectures dealing with problems surrounding the
First Amendment are divided into three main subdivisions:
-Gathering and Disseminating Information; Freedom of the Press
and Judicial Contempt; Official Control Versus Self-Regulation of
Communication Media. Naturally the constitutional provision and
the legal argument which it has engendered occupies a considerable
part of the discussions, but it would be unjust to suggest that the
writers have not realized that the problems arise out of the organiza-
tion of modern society and cannot be answered by a simple ipse
dixit.
The people’s right to know has faced, and still faces, a challenge
as new in dimensions as in nature. Its prime causes are explosive
expansions first, in governmental activities and resulting respon-
sibilities of our servants in public office; second, in the volume of
functions shifted from the relative glass bowls of legislatures and
- courts to the relative opaqueness of legislative committees and
administrative agencies; and, last but far from least, in the means
of disseminating information. Dynamic change has enormously
increased the people’s need for more information. Their organs
of information have kept abreast therewith the means to dis-
seminate to them such information as might be obtained.
But the people and their organs of information were, and still
are, at grips with another challenge —the burgeoning activities of
cults of secrecy.!

Obviously the publication of information depends on a quickly
enforceable right of access to the sources of information, but it is
here that the straightforward declaration of the Constitution meets
practical problems. It is admitted that some form of selection in the
material which is published must take place. In the light of the
First Amendment, who is to make this selection?

Edwin M. Otterbourg tells the sad history of a proposal for a
voluntary code to govern the reporting of criminal trials* and a
similar problem is faced in the motion picture industry.
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Selected. Topics -on: the! Law: 'oy‘f Torns; by WIILMM LI:OY‘D PRO#&ER

- AUniversity of. M.chlgan Law Schooly: Ann-Arbor, Michigan, 1953),

- ppl bati, 1-627. No price givem:: (Qur copy from- thie ‘publishersi).:- >
Dean Prosser'i is onie’of the forémost ‘torts authorities and ‘each ‘addis
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