EDITOR’S NOTE

I am pleased to present Volume 16 of the University of Western Sydney
Law Review.

This edition presents topics drawn from a wide range of legal concerns
which demonstrates the breadth of contemporary legal debate. I am
pleased that the University of Western Sydney Law Review includes
pieces by serving Judges as well as legal academics and legal
practitioners that represent many of the concerns and interests of the
legal community. This edition includes an inspiring occasional address
by the Honourable Justice Ian Coleman on how to take advantage of
opportunities granted by education. The topics addressed in this
edition are as follows: the civil commitment laws for the mentally ill;
the use of the “day fine’ and how it may improve equality before the
law in Australia; an examination of the history of the judicial
philosophy that guided the High Court in its role in determining the
parameters of the dispute resolution function of arbitration tribunals in
Australian labour law; and a study of student attitudes about the role
culture plays in the lawyering process. The University of Western Sydney
Law Review also includes a book review and case notes on three
recently decided cases.

This edition was made possible through the hard work, co-operation
and collegial spirit of the editorial committee and the student editors.

In 2012 the University of Western Sydney Law Review was fortunate to be
able to attract high quality submissions from academics covering a
diverse range of topics. We wish to thank the academics from around
Australia and abroad who generously gave of their time to double
blind peer review the articles contained herein.

In 2012 the Editorial Committee decided to establish an Editorial
Advisory Board for the University of Western Sydney Law Review. The
aims of the Advisory Board are to establish links with leading legal
academics from other universities in Australia and the world, broaden
the reach of the University of Western Sydney Law Review to those other
institutions in order to encourage submissions from academics at those
and other institutions and broaden the expertise of the University of
Western Sydney Law Review editorial committee when seeking external
referees and advice on particular submissions.



I also wish to thank the contributors for their articles, case notes and
commentaries, and for helping to make this edition of the University of
Western Sydney Law Review a publication that continues to contribute to
vibrant legal discussion.

Dr Elfriede Sangkuhl



