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Chair’s Report
As Chair of the Young Lawyers' Section, I am often 
asked "What's in it for me?" in relation to 
membership of the Section and the Institute generally. 
The Institute is charged with representing the interests 
of the individuals making up Victoria's legal 
profession. The Young Lawyers' Section focuses 
specifically on serving the interests of young members 
of the profession.

The Young Lawyers' Section offers educational 
seminars and conferences on everything from 
fundamental legal issues, to updates on the latest 
legislative reforms, to career development, to "hot 
topics" of the day.

The Section also organises numerous social functions 
ranging from the Young Lawyers Fun Run, to the 
Gordon Lewis Speakers' Trophy, to the annual 
Christmas party and the Young Lawyers' President's 
Lunch.

But for all the member's services that it offers, the 
Section is much more than just a group focused on the 
needs of young lawyers.

The Young Lawyers' Section offers its members the 
opportunity to become involved in broad social justice 
issues and contribute their time and experience to 
help others who are most needy.

An excellent example of this is the Young Lawyers 
initiated Legal Assistance Scheme, coordinated by Di 
Ward-Robinson. This probono scheme enables 
lawyers to represent people who cannot afford a 
lawyer and who don't qualify for Legal Aid. It is 
commendable that the Section is assisting people, 
regardless of their economic status, to enforce their 
legal rights.

Another instance in which the Young Lawyers'
Section is helping those in need is via the Hanover 
Mooting Competition starting next month. The 12 
teams competing in this year's moot have donated 
$2,000 each to the non-affiliated Hanover Welfare 
Group that works with homeless people. Not only do 
Young Lawyers have the opportunity to fine tune 
their

advocacy skills, they are also supporting a very 
worthwhile cause!

STOP PRESS:
Congratulations to Grania on her new 
appointment as Australian Youth 
Ambassador in the Phillipines. We would like 
to thank Grania for her contribution as Chair 
of the Section. Her position will be filled 
temporarily by an acting member of the 
Executive Committee until the AGM in 
December 1999. Start thinking about 
nominating yourself or someone else for this 
exciting and challenging role!

The Young Lawyer's Section is also working to bring 
services to often neglected rural areas. In 2000, the 
Shadowing Program, which provides disadvantaged 
secondary students the opportunity to gain work 
experience in legal firms, will be expanded to 
incorporate Gippsland, Geelong and other regional 
areas.

On behalf of the Section, I am pleased to welcome 
aboard Karen Hermann, our new reasearch solicitor. 
Karen will be of invaluable assistance in continuing 
the work of the Section and in implementing exciting 
new programs.

In conclusion, the Young Lawyers' Section is much 
more than a group solely concerned with issues 
affecting young legal practitioners. We aim to provide 
a forum in which young lawyers can pursue their 
interest in broad legal and social issues and actually 
make a difference.

So when I'm asked, "What's in 
it for me", I often don't know 
where to start! As an involved 
member of the Section, you 
have the opportunity to 
improve your legal skills, 
benefit the wider community 
and have a lot of fun.

And what could be better than
Grania Connors,
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