
Careers

So you’re interested 
in becoming an 
environmental lawyer...
Lucy King is a third year solicitor working in the Office 
of the Solicitor to the Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA) and has been the secretary to the 
Victorian branch of the National Environmental Law 
Association for two years. Prior to joining the EPA in 
November 1998, she completed 
her articles at a small general 
practice and worked in the 
property, planning and 
environment section of a large 
commercial firm.

Lucy has been working towards 
her goal of becoming an 
environmental lawyer since 
gaining an interest in 
environmental issues while 
working at Dames and Moore, 
an environmental consulting 
firm for two years prior to 
commencing her university studies. During university, 
she continued to work part time for Dames & Moore 
and later for Environmental Business Strategies, 
another environmental consultancy. She also completed 
a summer clerkship at Dunhill Madden Butler in its 
property and environment section and did a month of 
voluntary work experience in the Office of the Solicitor 
to the EPA during university.

"Working at the EPA has 
been my favourite job so 
far. There is a wide range 

of work so it has been 
really interesting. It's nice 

to be proud of what 
you do."

In addition to her law degree, Lucy obtained an arts 
degree majoring in environmental science. "Having a 
bit of a science background helps in evaluating the 
evidence contained in prosecution briefs that come to 
our office and give more appropriate advice generally. 
It helps me to ask fewer embarrassing questions of the 
operations staff!"

The EPA enforces the Environment Protection Act, the 
Pollution of Waters by Oil & Noxious Substances Act,

the Litter Act and parts of the Water Industry Act and 
the subordinate legislation relevant to those Acts. 
Lucy's work at the EPA includes conducting 
prosecutions, providing general legal advice within the 
EPA, and training EPA staff in the legal aspects of their 

jobs. Lucy says that her position 
at EPA is a great learning 
opportunity. Her job covers 
aspects of environmental law, 
contract law, intellectual 
property law, administrative law, 
criminal law, and general 
liability issues.

As well as her usual work, Lucy 
has taken a turn answering the 
emergency complaints telephone 
line after hours, known within 
the EPA as "second shift". On 
second shift, the complaints 

range from complaints about odour from tips and 
intensive animal husbandry, to pollution incidents and 
noise complaints. Says Lucy: "It's also good to see the 
number of people who make the effort to ring up and 
report smoky vehicles or report people who flick 
cigarette butts out of their car windows."

For Lucy, one of the most enjoyable things about 
working at the EPA has been the opportunity to be 
involved in matters that are on the "cutting edge" of 
environmental law. "It is great to be able to speak to so 
many people who are experts on different aspects of 
the environment and find out about the latest 
environmental issues."

Lucy describes working as an EPA lawyer as "Fantastic. 
Working at the EPA has been my favourite job so far. 
There is a wide range of work so it has been really 
interesting. It's nice to be proud of what you do."
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Lwcy King

Advice to young lawyers contemplating 
a move to environmental law:

"I made decisions in my course of study and in my 
choice of work experience and jobs to demonstrate my 
commitment to becoming an environmental lawyer, 
and opportunities arose from there. Practising in 
related areas and pursuing your interest will help you 
to secure a job in the area."

"Always show an interest in environmental law. For 
example, attend seminars on environmental law and 
environmental issues even when you are not doing 
much environmental law in your current job. Talk to

people practising in the area. Undertaking voluntary 
work experience at EPA during university helped me to 
get my current job."

But you might be interested 
in pursuing a career in 
environmental policy...
Anthony Burnell, a senior policy adviser, began 
working at the EPA in 1993 after a year in the Public 
Service Graduate Recruitment Scheme. He obtained a 
science degree majoring in chemistry, in addition to his 
law degree.

For Anthony, working at the EPA has enabled him to 
develop a broad range of skills including legislative 
drafting, negotiating and liaison skills. The focus of 
Anthony's work has been to develop current 
environmental legislation as well as to negotiate inter
governmental policy. For example, Anthony has been 
involved in a number of amendments to Acts 
administered by the EPA and is currently working with 
the Department of the Premier and other Victorian 
government agencies to implement the 
Commonwealth's recent Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Bill.

Anthony states that he finds his work to be particularly 
rewarding. "When I see my ideas stated in legislation I 
get a real kick out of it." He adds, that being able to 
draft legislation provides a "real buzz" for him as he is 
able is influence what the law will be rather than 
purely interpreting the law.

Anthony recommends to solicitors that if they desire a 
job that provides them the opportunity of not feeling 
"too ideologically bad" about their work, then they 
should consider making a move to policy.

Amanda Pearson
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