
Shadow Program 
Launch
Law Week 1999 saw the continuation of what has 
become a fixture of the legal year - the Young Lawyers 
Shadowing Program. This scheme gives students from 
disadvantaged schools the chance to literally shadow a 
practitioner for one week. An initiative of the Young 
Lawyers Community Issues Committee, the Program is 
based on the successful New South Wales model which 
has been operating for the past seven years.

Presided over by Law Institute President, Mr Michael 
Gawler, the 1999 Shadow Program Launch was held at 
the Law Institute's Snail and Bottle Restaurant on 
Monday, 10th May 1999. Guests included Ms Grania 
Connors, Chair of the LIV Young Lawyers' Section, 
representatives of the participating schools, and Ms 
Sarah Henderson, a former journalist and now a solicitor 
at Arthur Robinson & Hedderwicks, who officially 
launched the Program.

From left: Sarah Henderson, Michael Gaivler and Grania 
Connors

knowledge that life as a lawyer is not an Ally McBeal 
episode).

Following the success of last year's pilot of the scheme, 
the 1999 Program was expanded to give 18 students from 
12 schools the chance to follow a lawyer about their daily 
tasks. Only offered to schools which are identified by the 
Education Department as "disadvantaged", the scheme 
aims to foster a mentoring relationship between the 
student and their assigned practitioner as well as 
broaden the career perspectives of the students. Speaking 
at this year's launch, Sladana Subotic, a participant in the 
1998 program, told of her determination to pursue a 
career in the law (despite having had a first-hand 
experience with the mountains of paperwork and the

With 12 city and suburban law firms involved in 1999, it 
is hoped that the 2000 Shadowing Program will expand 
further to include firms and schools from regional 
Victoria.

The Young Lawyers Section wishes to thank the following 
firms for their involvement:
Macgregors, Wisewoulds, Baker & McKenzie, Lander & 
Rogers, Mallesons Stephen Jaques, Millars, Hale & Wakeling, 
Philip Hamilton, Russell Kennedy, Dellios West & Co,
Dunhill Madden Butler and Blake Dawson Waldron.

Aurora Kostezky

OPPORTUNITY FOR ‘LESS 
EXPERIENCED’ SOLICITORS

Solicitors with insufficient experience to qualify for membership of the Commercial Law 
Section or Administrative Law & Human Rights Section committees can volunteer as 
‘Committee Assistants’. This enables involvement with the committees at meetings by 
assisting with minutes, sub-committees, research projects or drafting submissions. It is a 
valuable opportunity to gain exposure at the cutting edge of the law and to work with 
experienced practitioners.

For further information contact Michelle Katis on (03) 9607 9380 
or e-mail mkatis@liv.asn.au
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