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My last report for 1999 could not have come at a better 
time for the Professional Development Committee as its 
major event for the year comes to an end.

The inaugural Law Institute of Victoria and Hanover 
Welfare Services Mooting Competition was a resounding 
success. I would like to congratulate Fiona Forsyth and 
Nicole Ada from Arthur Robinson & Hedderwicks who 
won the Grand Final Moot on 28 October 1999. Their 
performance at the Grand Final Moot and during the 
heats was outstanding and they are deserving winners. 
Congratulations also extended to David Crocker and 
Gordon Youll from Mallesons Stephen Jaques who were 
the Grand Final Moot runners up.

My thanks and congratulations, and that of Hanover, 
also extend to all of the other worthy competitors, the 
numerous Supreme Court Judges who gladly gave up 
their time to judge the moots, Mr Justice Hampel and the 
Australian Advocacy Institute for preparing the moot 
problems, our sponsors including Pitcher Partners and 
Central Equity and to the numerous law firms, Victoria 
Legal Aid and the Victorian Bar who sponsored the 
teams who competed in the event.

The 1999 Young Lawyers' Lecture Series is also coming 
to an end. The attendance by articled clerks and junior 
practitioners at this years' Series has increased 
significantly over that of previous years which attests to 
the quality of the Series and the speakers. My thanks go 
to Sue Mutavdzija and to all of our speakers for their 
efforts during the course of the year and to Lawstaff for 
its sponsorship of the Series. The Committee will be 
working over the coming months to ensure that the year 
2000 Series is just as good!

The last major event which the Professional Development 
Committee has arranged this year was the Information 
Technology and the Law Seminar Series held during late 
October and early November. The speakers at this event 
were of the highest calibre and we thank them for their 
efforts in ensuring the quality of the Series. Again, my

thanks extend to the sponsors of the event, and Steven 
White, a member of the Professional Development 
Committee, who singlehandedly pulled the entire Series 
together.

The Committee's plans for 2000 include the Annual 
Lecture Series, a conference and workshop for young 
country practitioners, the Gordon Lewis Speaker's 
Trophy Competition and an even larger Mooting 
Competition. If you would like further information 
about any of these events of if you would like to become 
part of the dynamic organising team that puts the events 
together, please call Darren Hogeboom on 9607 9385 or 
by email on d-hogebo@liv.asn.au

And just in case I have not extended enough "thank 
yous" in this report, I am sure I am joined by all the 
Committee members when I say that the Young Lawyers' 
Section would not operate at all without the assistance of 
Karen Hermann and Darren Hogeboom.

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas and a great 'new 
millenium'.

Nicole Stevens 
Chair,

Professional Development Committee
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