
khokolat and zukini 
are both “second 
generation” Melbourne 
establishments, in the 
sense that they are the 
second projects from the 
people responsible for 
bringing you Misty and 
Hairy Canary 
respectively.

khokolat
Located in Hardware Lane next to the 
Flight Centre, Khokolat continues that 
Misty modern retro bar look minus the 
“icy feel”. Where Misty is ultra cool, 
Khokolat is ultra warm - thick lashings 
of chocolate paint on the walls, burnt 
orange interior and brown, jet lounge 
carpet. Aside from its visual warmth, 
its main attraction is the space - nice 
and wide and open - so you don’t 
have the sardines-in-a-can sense for 
which Misty is known.

The management, Freddie Hemara and 
Victor Lay, are aiming for a jazz bar feel 
although I think that it will become a 
little more electronic. The few nights 
that I have been there I have heard 
either mellow electronic keyboards or 
a four piece band. I preferred the 
keyboards, but the band works well 
with the Friday night crowd. Standard 
drinks, ordinary bar prices. It looks 
good, it feels good and the crowds are 
flocking. I think this one is a winner.

zukini
Zukini [Flinders Lane between 
Elizabeth and Queen] is a bit more of a 
mixed bag. When news came of 
exciting developments taking place in 
Flinders Lane, proprietors Cisco and 
Kristina saw the opportunity to once 
again get into the heart of a 
developing precinct and put their 
energies into a new challenge.

Zukini is nothing like the Hairy Canary 
so don’t expect it. It is a restaurant, 
not a bar, and the prices reflect the 
difference. Cisco and Kristina have for 
a while been wanting to create an 
environment with more of a health 
focus. Smoking is not allowed.

In terms of its ethos, Zukini seeks to 
delivery a healthy, organic and 
nutritious menu adeptly composed by 
chef Simon Beaton. The ingredients 
and combinations are unique and 
challenging.

The food itself is ok. You won’t 
necessarily have your tastebuds 
bedazzled, but if you know when 
you’ve eaten a meal made from 
organic produce, you will enjoy the 
feeling as much as the taste.

The decor has been the subject of 
much discussion in certain circles. 
Design students are calling it “a sham”. 
Of course they would: its designer, 
Tom Kovacs, is a tall poppy. True, the 
chairs are not so comfortable, but 
things are softened a little downstairs 
where the ceilings are high, the walls 
are curved wood panelling and the 
lines are clean and simple.

Zukini is still something of a bare 
canvass - bits of it are right but it 
doesn’t yet have a sense of cohesion. 
Expect that it will grow and evolve a 
little with time and within a year will 
have firmly cemented its place in what 
is becoming a very exciting strip.

social
committee
report
On Monday 29 May 2000 the Young 
Lawyers Social Committee was reborn. 
The first Committee meeting was well 
attended with a total of five new 
members: Sarah Field, Ruth Carmella, 
Abby Thornbeck, Lisa-Marie Coysh and 
Philippa Moorfield.

The Committee will meet every six 
weeks. The next meeting will be held 
at the Law Institute Institute on 
Monday 10 July 2000 at 1:00 prr.. Any 
young lawyer who wishes to attend 
the next meeting is welcome to oin us 
and we ask that you contact Karen 
Hermann at the Institute if you would 
like to attend.

The Committee is very excited about 
new initiatives and is currently looking 
into the possibility of holding regular 
monthly drinks, a wine tasting evening 
and other social events. We anticipate 
the social events will be a great 
success and will encourage young 
lawyers from different firms to get 
together and meet new people in a 
great social environment.

We encourage any young lawyers with 
a flair for organising social events, or 
simply a desire to be involved in a new 
and growing Social Committee, to join 
our burgeoning team and help us bring 
some excitement and fun into the lives 
of all young lawyers out there.


