
in profile
dauid grace q.c. and the criminal law section 
of the law institute of victoria

By David Littlejohn, Deacons

The first Queen’s 
Counsel to be ap
pointed outside the 
Victorian Bar in 
twentieth century 
Victoria, David Grace 
Q.C. was also ap
pointed Chair of the 
Criminal Law Section 

of the Law Institute 
of Victoria in 1994, which office he 
continues to hold. Best described as a 
Solicitor-Advocate, Mr Grace practices 
independently of the Victorian Bar. He 
has regularly appeared before the High 
Court of Australia and State/Territory 
Supreme Courts, and appeared on be
half of the Commonwealth DPP in 
various appellate jurisdictions. In 
addition, Mr Grace has also lectured 
on aspects of the criminal law and 
advocacy for many years.

The Criminal Law Section of the Law 
Institute of Victoria, which has approxi
mately 500 practitioner members, co
ordinates a wide range of activities

concerned with criminal law. The 
Executive Committee coordinates sub
missions to government on proposed 
legislation and formulates and suggests 
changes and reforms to existing legal 
frameworks. The Section has repre
sentatives on Court Practice Com
mittees in the areas of Corrections, 
Court Procedures, Sentencing and 
Criminal Trial Practice among others.

In addition, a Young Criminal Lawyers’ 
Sub-Committee exists for members of 
the Section who have been practising 
for less than five years, and to 
encourage members to participate in 
the activities of the Section. The Sub
Committee is concerned with issues of 
relevance to young lawyers.

As well as considering submissions 
from Section members, the Executive 
Committee liaises regularly with mem
bers of the Criminal Bar Association to 
coordinate submissions to government 
on proposed legislation as well as 
general submissions on law reform. It

also liaises with the LIV Council on 
policy issues (such as drugs in the 
community).

The Executive Committee regularly 
comments to members of the media 
on criminal law issues. Members are 
also encouraged to attend meetings of 
interest groups such as various Legal 
Aid forums and Community Legal 
Centres. The Section runs CLE seminars 
on topical areas of the criminal law, 
improving practice areas and advocacy 
training. An Annual Conference is held 
and this year will take place in Bali.

Young lawyers can simply turn up to 
Section or Young Lawyers’ Sub-Com
mittee meetings. Occasionally social 
functions are held, and a quarterly 
newsletter is published. More in
formation including contact telephone 
numbers for the Executive Committee 
and the Young Criminal Lawyers’ 
Sub-Committee can be found at 
http://www.liv.asn.au/Sections/criminal/ 
about.html.

DAVID GRACE

touching base with human rights:
interview with dominique saunflers, chair of liv’s

By Ian McDermott, Mature Aged Law Student, Deakin University

Dominique Saunders is the Chair of 
LIV’s Administrative Law and Human 
Rights Section Executive. Her ‘real’ job 
is Manager, Legislation Policy and 
Review, Disability Services, Depart
ment of Human Services. Dominique 
also maintains a small, mainly pro 
bono, practice.

Here, the Young Lawyers’ Journal asks 
Dominique about human rights.

How and why did you get 
involved with the Human 
Rights Section?
“I first became involved in the section 
through the Disability Law Committee, 
one of the 5 Committees of the 
Section. In the early 1990’s I was the 
full-time solicitor at the Mental Health 
Legal Centre Inc. The connections I 
have made through the Section and

the issues I became involved in have 
been invaluable over the years.”

What did you do prior to 
getting involved with the 
Committee?
“I had worked in Community Legal 
Centres as a lawyer and as a social 
worker. The Community Legal Centre 
network offered links to others working 
in the law at a community level.”
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What does your role 
involve?
“As Chair of the Section I am the point 
of contact and liaison between the 
Section and the Institute. This can 
involve contributing to the develop
ment of policy of the Institute or the 
development of a position for the 
Institute.”

What do you believe are the 
greatest human rights 
challenges facing people in 
general and Australians in 
particular in the near 
future?
“I consider that key challenges for 
Australia are reconciliation, mandatory 
sentencing and the detention of 
refugees. Also a broader issue is 
Australia’s position on its obligations 
under international instruments.”

What has been the most 
satisfying achievement for 
you as part of the 
Committee?
“The Section has made submissions to 
Government on reconciliation, native 
title, administrative law legislation, 
same sex relationship legislation and 
various amendments to the Equal 
Opportunity Act. It brings a lot of 
satisfaction when the Institute and the 
Section can be relied upon to put a 
considered view on the development 
and protection of human rights.”

How can young lawyers get 
involved with human 
rights?
“The first step is to become involved. 
Lawyers can get involved in human 
rights work through local community

groups, national organisations or inter
national rights bodies.

It is essential to be open to learning 
from the people you work with. Local 
knowledge of local issues by local 
people (whether locally based or in an 
international context) must guide rights 
work.”

How can interested people 
get involved in the 
Committee?
“There are 5 Committees of the section: 
Administrative Review/Constitutional 
Law Reform Committee; Human Rights 
Committee; Migration Committee; 
Disability Committee; and Health Law 
Committee.

New members who are able to attend 
meetings and contribute to the work of 
the Committees are always welcome.”

interview with Chris johnson
chair at the nronertv & environmental law section________________

By Eva Brookes, Consultant, Mahlab Recruitment

Who is Chris 
Johnson?
This year is Chris 
Johnson’s third year 
as Chairman of the 
Property and En
vironmental Law 
Section of the Law 
Institute of Victoria. 

Chris has been a partner in private 
practice for twenty-five years and is a 
general practitioner specialising in 
commercial law and property.

What is the Property and 
Environmental Law Section?
The Section has approximately 1600 
members. It has an Executive, which 
serves as a clearing-house for alerting 
practitioners about recent develop

ments, for example, the impact of the 
recent collapse of HIH Insurance.

In addition, the Section has a number 
of sub-committees, dealing with areas 
such as leasing, liquor gaming &. hos
pitality, planning local government, 
property law, probate wills admin
istration and environmental issues. The 
sub-committees meet every six weeks 
and report on areas of interest relevant 
to their sub-committee, including the 
latest cases and legislation.

So what has the Section 
been recently involved in?
“Interesting things that the Section has 
recently been involved in include 
reform of the Retail Tenancies Act and 
the Gene Technology Bill. Generally, 
the Section’s involvement consists of 
making submissions regarding the

proposed legislation to government. 
The Section also produces a publication 
called The Property Law Bulletin, which 
appears four times per year. The Bulletin 
provides practical information for 
members of the Section”, Chris said.

Chris is proud of the success of the 
Section’s Disputes Resolution Com
mittee, which allows practitioners to 
resolve conveyancing disputes between 
them in a cost-effective manner. “The 
decisions of this Committee are 
binding on the parties and to date the 
program has been highly successful.”

So why should you join the 
Property and Environmental 
Law Section?
Chris believes that “[wjhereas other 
community groups come from a parti
cular viewpoint, the Planning and En
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