
chair’s report
from Tory Strong, Deacons & Chair of the Young Lawyers’ Section

Hello everyone - 
hope you are all 
surviving the Melb
ourne winter.

Last month I atten
ded (albeit briefly) 
an orientation morn
ing held at the LIV 
for young practi
tioners. The aim of 

this morning was to introduce the 
Young Lawyers’ Section and the 
various other LIV Sections to young 
lawyers who may not regularly attend 
the Bourke Street building like I do.

Those who attended were warmly 
welcomed by Ian Dunn, and were then 
given an overview of the Young 
Lawyers’ Section and our committees, 
an explanation about the other practice 
sections and various tips about dealing 
with clients (something I am sure we 
can all benefit from regardless of 
experience).

Our visitors were then given a tour of 
the LIV library resources and socialised 
over morning tea. It was great to see 
over 50 people in attendance at each 
of these sessions and Jacqui Boymal 
and Radhika Kanhai are to be 
congratulated for their efforts.

I am currently touring the United 
States and Canada, attending the 
American Bar Association (“ABA”) 
Conference as the Victorian Young 
Lawyers’ representative. After consult
ing with our executive committee, I 
put forward a funding proposal 
regarding attendance at the ABA. I 
was thrilled when our proposal was 
approved - meaning that 1 could jet 
over to Chicago and see what the 
largest legal organisation in the world 
can offer Victorian young lawyers.

The Young Lawyers Division of the 
ABA has over 80,000 members across 
the United States and it manages to 
run various programmes, as well as 
the difficult bar exams. I hope to be 
able to find out about some of their 
more successful programmes, with the 
hope of introducing them to Australia 
in the future.

I am also lucky enough to be sent to 
Saskatoon in Canada. Melbourne is the 
site of the 2003 Commonwealth Law 
Conference and I will be making a 
presentation to the Canadian Bar about 
this event. I am also meeting with the 
president of the Canadian Young 
Lawyers whilst I am over there, so I 
hope to pick up some more ideas.

Our annual planning session (the 
Assembly) is being held later this year 
in Red Hill. After our inaugural event 
last year we now know what to do and 
this year should be bigger, better and 
more enjoyable. The aim of the 
Assembly is to obtain ideas for new 
projects for the coming year. It is our 
planning session. So, if you are a 
member of a committee, you will be 
receiving your invitation soon. (If 
you’re not a member, now may be a 
good time to join a committee - last 
year was a fantastic weekend with a 
good balance of planning and social 
activities).

This edition of the Journal is about 
working in the law. I hope that my 
attendance at these overseas events 
will provide me with inspiration to 
bring home and implement in 
Australia. We should also obtain 
various new plans and thoughts at the 
Assembly in Red Hill. With any luck, 
the new programmes that we are able 
to implement (with your help) in the 
coming years, will add to your 
enjoyment of practice.

See you all soon.

Tory
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