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TORY STRONG

As I told you In the last edition of the 

journal, I was fortunate enough to be 
able to attend the American Bar Asso
ciation conference In Chicago In 
August this year. I also managed to put 
In a brief appearance at the Canadian 
Bar Association conference In Saska
toon, and have a six week holiday.

I had never been to Chicago and if I go 
again I doubt I will be able to beat the 
recent experience of over 8000 lawyers 
in one town. Scary and overwhelming - 
yes, but also somewhat inspirational once 
you get over the Americanness of it all.

So you ask - what did you get up to? 
Apart from a lot of sightseeing and 
meeting the locals I found time to attend

numerous ABA social events, seminars 
and planning meetings. I attended the 
Opening Assembly at the Orchestra Hall 
at the Chicago Symphony Centre to lis
ten to the keynote address by Justice 
Stephen Breyer. The highlight of the 
opening was listening to the Boys Choir 
of Tallahassee (flown in by the ABA 
President from her home town) sing 
“Chicago”. Later that night I attended the 
President’s Reception at the Field 
Museum and saw “Sue”, the most com
plete specimen of a tyrannosaurus rex.

The 1 1th Annual Margaret Brent Women 
Lawyers of Achievement Awards Luncheon 
was a little overwhelming due to the work 
undertaken by these women and the com
mitment shown by them. This lunch recog
nized and celebrated the accomplishments 
of women lawyers from around the States 
who had achieved professional excellence 
in their area of specialty and had paved the 
way to success for other women lawyers.

Perhaps the most unusual social event that 
I attended was the Annual Young Lawyers 
Division Fellows Dinner Dance held at 
Crystal Gardens on Chicago’s Navy Pier.

The Division presented an award to Ms 
Sarah Buel who is a survivor of domestic 
violence and has devoted herself to work
ing with battered women, abused children 
and juveniles within the legal system. The 
unusual aspect of the evening came when 
the Southern girls on my table (after asking 
whether I was going out at night in 
Chicago) proceeded to show me their guns 
in their evening purses. Clearly they didn’t 
feel safe in a big town. And, after seeing 
what they were carrying, I didn’t feel safe 
around them.

I also attended the ABA Young Lawyers 
Division long range planning meeting. It 
was gratifying to see that we have a higher 
membership rate in our section than the 
Americans. I am sure that this is due in part 
to the fact that the LIV Council enables 
young lawyers to become members of the 
section for free, whereas the American 
young lawyers have to pay a high mem
bership fee after one year.

Other seminars I attended were “Life 
Management for Lawyers - optimizing 
your career potential” and “Best of 
Techshow: What’s Hot and What’s Not” - 
review of case management software and 
the 7 effective habits for lawyers on the 
road. I also attended a presentation enti
tled “Deja vu All over Again: How the 
Economic Downturn is Impacting on Legal 
Hiring”. This discussion was highlighted by 
a partner at Cooley Godward (a San 
Francisco based technology firm) stating 
that his firm would not put off lawyers in 
an economic downturn due to the impact 
it would have on the firm in the future. The 
following week they sacked several hun
dred lawyers.

I know that sometimes I think the LIV 
Council is slow and ponderous, but I have 
now seen the error of my ways after seeing 
the ABA House of Delegates. Over 500 
delegates (who constitute the policy mak
ing body of the ABA) sat in a reception 
room at the Hyatt considering the “official”
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business of the conference. Over several 
days the House of Delegates considered 45 
repcrts with recommendations.

Wei, my time as President of the Section 
is almost up. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank several people for 
ther support - my employer, Deacons, 
who encourage my involvement in 
Young Lawyers and the other numerous 
LIV committees of which I am a member, 
the LIV Council who put up with my 
harassment and late submissions and 
rarely (if ever) turned us down, Jacqui 
Boymal our dynamo manager, the 
Executive Committee of the Section and 
my ong suffering partner Bruce.

It has been a marvellous year, both for 
the Section and for me personally. The 
Professional Development Committee 
was recognised recently at the Australian 
Young Lawyers Awards in Canberra for 
its publication Thriving and Surviving.

The Section has started a Suburban and 
Country Committee, which met face to 
face for the first time at our Assembly on 
17 November 2001.

law reform issues__
By Yvette Nash (Office of Susan Davies MP) and Tiziana D’Costa (Office of the Chief Parliamentary Counsel),

Co-Chairs, Law Reform Committee

We hope that the Committee next year, 

will encourage more debate at meetings, 

and look at adopting some of the projects 

- like regular public forums - such as 

those discovered by Tory Strong when she 

visited the United States.

Submissions and press releases do not 

come easy. Hours of reading, research, 

meetings and writing are involved. Our 

volunteers work hard on top of their own 

jobs to try to make an impact on the laws 

that govern this State and Country. And we 

love them for it. Naming people always 

runs the risk of missing someone out, so we 

will leave it as “you know who you are”. 

Thanks - you did a fantastic job this year.

The Law Reform Committee, in the 

course of making a number of successful 
and not so successful attempts at 
making submissions, is starting to really 
find its place within the Young Lawyers’ 
Section and the Law Institute.

This year the Committee has made submis

sions on racial and religious tolerance legis
lation, -ederal Court rules, migration rules 
and prostitution. We have worked with the 
Community Issues Committee on a project 

to introduce a Good Samaritan law to bet
ter enable food distribution to the home
less anc disenfranchised.

On the horizon are projects for reforming 
the Victorian upper house, preparing a con

ference paper for a conference on young 
people and drugs (we’re currently looking 
for people to assist with this, so if you’re 
interested please contact Jacqui Boymal), 
the successful conclusion of the feeding the 
homeless project and voting rights for 
homeless people, just to name a few.

It is amazing how there is always so much 
we could be doing at any one time - we 
are only limited by our human resources!

Looking to the future, there are a lot of 
things that the Law Reform Committee 
should think about now that it is getting its 
head around basic submissions. There is a 
political process intimately intertwined 
with the media out there that we should be 
exploiting.
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The Section has put forward submissions 
on migration and street prostitution.

We held our first ever essay contest for 
school students. The Social Committee 
breathed new life into the Section with 
quarterly drinks, a running club and the 
Comedy Debate.

As President of the Section, for one shin
ing moment I have had the opportunity 
to bask in the reflected glory of Victoria’s 
young lawyers - ordinary men and 
women whose actions have extraordi
nary impacts. Thank you for the privilege.

Tory
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