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It has certainty been a busy couple of months for the Young Lawyers’ Section. 
The details of some of the events and extravaganzas that the Section has been 
holding is covered by the Committee Chairs’ reports contained in this Journal.
I just want to draw to your attention here a few events that have occupied most 
of the time of the Young Lawyers’Section Executive Members.

The Refugee Hypothetical was a phenom
enal success, drawing a crowd of approx
imately 1,500 to the Melbourne Town Hall 
(see the report of this event in this Journal). 
The Section raised approximately $10,000 
for refugee organisations.

The Legal Comedy Debate was fantastic. It 
involved a lot of witty jibes at the expense 
of lawyers and politicians with “Genera
tion Then” beating “Generation Now” for 
the first time (see the Social Committee 
report in this Journal).

The Continuing Legal Education Confer
ence, held at Daylesford, was enjoyed by 
all who attended, especially the after
party at a nearby venue with Guy Pearce!

The anti-terrorism bill submission - the 
Senate Standing Committee heard the 
views of the Section on the proposed 
legislation generally and specifically in 
relation to its impact on children.

Chris Maxwell QC’s passionate views on 
the right to a fair trial in light of the Wales- 
King murders, the Tampa litigation and the 
anti-terrorism bill were heard at the Young 
Lawyers’ President’s Lunch in May.

Rapid progress is being made on the 
Section’s proposal on Good Samaritan 
laws which, if introduced, will improve the 
ability of organisations to donate food to 
the poor and homeless without fear of lia
bility. The State Government has welcomed 
this idea, with support from restaurants 
and caterers for new legislation.

The Young Lawyers’ Section mentoring 
scheme has been approved by the Law 
Institute of Victoria Council with five junior 
counsellors appointed. Victoria Strong, 
Briony Le Due, Aurora Kostezky, Jason 
Newman and Richard Kervin, all members 
of the Young Lawyers’ Section, are available 
to all Young Lawyers’ Section members for 
advice on a confidential basis on ethical 
and practical matters.

The Mooting Competition - with a record 
number of 16 teams from law firms and 
the Victorian Bar taking part and the very 
high standard of advocacy skills being 
displayed every week, the competition 
again is proving to be a hotly fought 
contest. The mock moots presided over by 
Supreme Court judges were held every 
Thursday in June and July in Court Room 10 
of the Supreme Court of Victoria with the 
Grand Final being held on 22 August 2002.

I also attended the New South Wales 
Young Lawyers’ Assembly on the weekend 
of 25 and 26 May 2002 in the Blue Mount
ains. As well as providing its city and 
regional committee members and inter
state counterparts with reports on what 
the NSW Young Lawyers have been doing 
and discussing plans for the future, the 
Assembly also provided the young law
yers in attendance with an update on 
current hot legal topics.

At the Assembly, we heard about the 
contentious public liability reform bill 
proposed by the NSW Government, which 
will severely restrict the right of individ

uals to make a claim and limit recovery of 
costs for legal services. There was also a 
heated debate on stem cell research with 
opposing views expressed from a scientist 
and a proponent of families and right to 
life. Brian Keon-Cohen QC spoke about the 
ten years of native title in Australia, reflect
ing on the Mabo decision and the progress 
(if any!) made since the handing down of 
the landmark decision on 3 June 1992. I 
found this talk particularly interesting 
because, for the first time, I actually saw 
photographs of the protagonists of the 
case and Murray island and surrounding 
areas, despite having studied the case in 
various law school subjects over 5 years 
or so. We also spent several hours taking 
part in a mock parliament, debating issues 
arising out of the anti-terrorism bill. This 
was both challenging and great fun 
pretending to be members of cabinet and 
parliament whilst discussing the serious 
ramifications a bill like the anti-terrorist 
bill can have on the general community.

The NSW Young Lawyers’ Assembly was a 
worthwhile conference to attend where I 
obtained ideas for projects for our Section 
to undertake as well as receiving an update 
on current legal issues. The Victorian 
Young Lawyers’ Section will run a similar 
assembly early next year for active Com
mittee Members to attend. So if you would 
like to participate in the assembly next 
year, join a Section Committee now!

This is a brief update on what the Section 
and I have been focusing on in the last 
few months. Please feel free to contact me 
if you would like more information on 
these and our other activities or if you 
would like to chat generally about your 
concerns or ideas for future projects for 
the Section. I can be contacted by email at 
radhika.kanhai@holdingredlich.com.au 
or on tel: 9321 9811. ■


