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By Anna Stewart, President YLS, Consumer Law Centre Victoria

H
ello everyone. As I haven’t met most of 
you, I thought I should briefly introduce 
myself. My name is Anna and I am the 

President of the Young Lawyers’ Section (YLS) 
for 2003. I’m a public interest lawyer at the 
Consumer Law Centre Victoria, where I under
take a mixture of casework and policy, 
focussing primarily on the needs of low 
income and vulnerable consumers. Having 
previously worked in a large commercial law 
firm, I’ve now had the opportunity to experi
ence legal practice in two very different 
environments and I think this has given me a 
better understanding of the variety of matters 
important to young lawyers - our work prac
tices and our work places. I am hopeful that 
this will allow me to bring a range of per
spectives to my role as President this year.

I am proud of what the YLS has already 
achieved in recent years - for example, the 
Healthy Balance Guidelines and the Guide
lines for Articled Clerks and Principals. My 
primary goal as President this year is to ensure 
that we build on these past achievements and

continue to speak out on issues that affect us 
as young lawyers, or issues that we are 
passionate about, be it law reform, access to 
justice or the environment. With YLS member
ship the largest it has ever been (we have 
close to 3,000 members), the potential for the 
section to continue to be a prominent voice 
within the LIV, and the wider legal community, 
is enormous.

In keeping with tradition, 2003 promises to be 
another busy year for the YLS. By the time you 
read this edition of the YLJ, we will already 
have launched the inaugural legal writing 
competition, hosted a young lawyers meeting 
at the 13th Commonwealth Law Conference, 
held the annual planning assembly at Werribee 
Mansion and been part of the Melbourne 
International Comedy Festival. Coming up we 
have the annual Hanover Mooting Comp
etition, Indigenous Law Students' Day and, of 
course, another social and networking night.

This edition of the YLJ is all about the need to 
find a balance in life. Sometimes, faced with 
horrendous deadlines, budgets and timesheets

‘work, rest and play’ seem like mutually 
exclusive concepts. But it’s important we 
remind ourselves that they’re not, and if our 
workplaces aren’t prepared to be flexible and 
realistic, then we will continue to see talented 
young lawyers walking away from the pro
fession. So, with this in mind, I encourage you 
all to get involved with the YLS - whether you 
join a committee, pick up some tips at a CLE 
seminar, or unwind at a social function. You will 
find that there’s a lot the section has to offer.

I look forward to meeting as many of you as 
possible this year. If at any time you’d like 
more information on what the YLS is up to, or 
what you think we should be up to, please feel 
free to contact me by email at anna@clcv.net.au 
or telephone: 9629 6300. ■

Law Institute and Hanover Welfare 
Services Mooting Competition

Test your advocacy skills before a Judge of the Supreme 
Court of Victoria and help raise money for Hanover Welfare 
Services. All firms are encouraged to enter a team of junior 
practitioners in this year’s Mooting Competition.

The Competition commences in June 2003 and helps 
Hanover to raise essential funds for the homeless and needy 
in our community.

For further information about the competition, or to enter a 
team, please contact the Young Lawyers’ Section on tel:
9607 9379 or via email to younglaw@liv.asn.au.

Young Lawyers’ CLE Conference
Yarra Valley - Friday 1 August 2003

Combine your legal training with a follow on weekend of fun 
at the Young Lawyers’ CLE Conference in the picturesque 
Yarra Valley. Our specialist legal practitioners will be 
presenting seminars on the latest developments in a wide 
variety of areas of legal practice.

Follow up your day of intellectual stimulation with a relaxing 
swim, a massage, or a bottle of wine at a local winery. For 
further details, please contact the Law Institute CLE 
Department on tel: 9607 9387 or via email to cpd@liv.asn.au.

Proudly sponsored by 
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