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Evolving, Transforming, 
Reforming

By Verity Quinn and Jane Levin, Editors 2003

A
t law school there’s a lot of talk about how the law should be. As law students we 
analyse the law according to various theories of economics, social justice and politics. 
Once you get into practice though, the question of what the law should be rarely, if ever, 
comes up. As lawyers we tend to focus on the implementation or explanation of existing laws, 

and ideas of reform are left to the academics. Many of us seem to have lost the inclination 
(if we ever had it), to ask - why is the law the way it is, and is this the way it ought to be?

However, if we as lawyers fail to address questions of law reform, then we run the risk of the 
law becoming a stagnant body of outmoded rules that fail to reflect the values of our society. 
For example, in areas such as information technology and communications, where change 
takes place at a rapid pace, if lawyers do not constantly scrutinise and analyse the relevant 
legislation, the law lags behind technological development and therefore fails in its important 
regulatory function.

In a quite different context, if lawyers fail to take an interest in reform in areas affecting human 
rights, then the interests of vulnerable groups are often sidelined for political objectives. As a 
result, public confidence can be undermined as the law becomes divorced from notions of 
equity and justice.

In the area of environmental regulation, the interests of current profitability as against the 
need to provide for long-term sustainability of resources needs to be constantly reassessed if 
an appropriate balance is to be maintained.

Without lawyers taking an active, questioning role, the ability of the law to be a tool that 
regulates, protects, prosecutes and proscribes in a responsive and relevant way becomes 
undermined and individuals and groups are adversely affected.

In this edition we look at a variety of law reform issues, from police powers to indigenous law 
reform, sustainability covenants and the doctrine of double jeopardy. Contributors have also 
raised issues about suggested reforms to legislation currently before Parliament relating to 
the powers of ASIO and the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission.

We hope that you find this, the last edition of 2003, both interesting and inspiring, as it 
demonstrates the vital role young lawyers can play in bringing about legislative change and 
shaping the legal profession.

We hope that you enjoyed this year’s journal and thank you to those who contributed 
throughout the year. ■

Join the Young 
Lawyers’ Section

Membership of the Young Lawyers' Section is free to all members of the Law 
Institute and allows you to become involved in a wide variety of events and 
committees. To join the Young Lawyers’ Section, you must be a practitioner who is 
under 36 years of age or with less than 6 years experience.

National Golden Gavel Competition:
The Competitors are (from L - R) Todd Golding (SA), 
Hooma Mishra (NSW). Andrew Jory (ACT), Joe 
Connellan (VIC), Rupert Burns (VIC). Desmond 
Smith (TAS), Andrea Obeyesekere (QLD), Tim 
Massey (WA) they are accompanied by Justice 
Weinberg (Federal Court).

The Australian Young Lawyer Awards:
Winners of the Australian Young Lawyer Awards 
2003: (from L - R) Lester Fernandez (on behalf of 
the NSW Young Lawyers Criminal Law Committee), 
Andre.w Qrean (on Ipeh.alf pf the LIV Young Lawyers’ 
Section Community Issues Committee). Ross Ray 
QC. Edwina Gelston. (winner of the Australian Young 
Lawyer of the Year Award) and Kirsten Westcott (on 
behalf of the LIV Young Lawyers1 Section 
Community Issues Committee).

Legal Fun Run & Power Walk

The runners take off first!
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