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W
e were very pleased with the number of 
people who expressed interest in 
submitting articles for this edition of 
the Young Lawyers Journal. The enthusiasm is 

evident in the high quality and diversity of the 
articles in this edition.

Reading the articles we think that you will be 
reminded of the broad range of practice and 
interests of young lawyers in Victoria.

For many of us international issues may not touch 
our everyday practice but as electronic and political 
advances make the world a global marketplace, 
developments in other countries affect our practices. 
See for example the article dealing with open- 
source software, the discussion of the free trade 
agreements with the USA and Thailand, develop
ments in laws relating to same sex marriages and 
some local developments in tax law.

This is also apparent in the interview with the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs Alexander Downer 
and his comments regarding the expansion of his 
ministerial role.

There is also some insight into the opportunities for 
lawyers working overseas - Bernard Drew recollects 
some tales of his time spent working in Japan and 
our Career Doctor provides some good tips for 
anyone looking to make the move overseas. Jane 
Levin has also provided a great travel review' of 
New York if you only want to leave Australia for a 
short time.

However, clearly from the content of this edition, 
legal issues directly affecting our practice are only a 
small part of the international interest for young 
lawyers. The keen passion for human rights issues 
and international trade relations is great. We are 
humbled by the level of knowledge of international 
issues and commitment to assisting the less fortu

nate - there is a concise look at the negotiations 
relating to the East Timor Sea, Leanne O’Donnell 
talks about work she has been involved in through 
the Oaktree Foundation and there are also some 
questions raised about the governance of trans
national corporations and their responsibility for 
their actions.

The discussion of Felicity Hampel SC’s work for the 
international crimes tribunals is inspiring as is the 
diverse professional involvement in international 
issues of James Cockayne. The look at the work of 
the legal groups of Amnesty International in Aus
tralia is also encouraging and perhaps something 
that more of us could be involved in. A good place 
to start is the UN website - see the review.

We are also pleased to bring you some smaller 
challenges in the form of a quiz and a forensic 
puzzle which may give you a more immediate re
ward than getting involved in solving international 
human rights issues (the reward may be slightly less 
satisfying though!).

The Young Lawyers’ Section has had a busy and 
successful year. The president’s update is on page 2 
and the committee reports are at the back of the 
journal for more information.

Finally, an international edition couldn’t be com
plete without a look at what is arguably Australia’s 
greatest international sporting event - the Melbourne 
Cup and most importantly Antonella’s tips for 
appropriate attire and effective socialising.

We would like to thank all of this year’s contributors 
to the Young Lawyers Journal and the editorial 
committee for your fantastic input throughout the 
year. We hope you’ve enjoyed the Young Lawyers 
Journal this year and encourage your involvement 
in the Section in 2005. ■
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