
LIGHT HEARTED

Today’s goddess of justice:
Saving face at the race

ByAntonella Fedele, Solicitor, Ebsworth & Ebsworth Lawyers

A
fraid you wont go the distance this Spring 
Racing Carnival? Whether you attend chic 
Derby Day, eclectic Melbourne Cup Day or 
surround yourself with insolvent men on Oaks Day, 

avoid waking up with a horses head in your bed this 
November and take heed of the following tips.

My Fair Lady
Pulsating toes and blisters, aching calves, sweat marks 
haloing your under arms, and this is just the train ride 
into Flemington. The Spring Racing Carnival as we 
know it is a far cry from the fabulously elegant race 
scene in My Fair Lady. It is difficult to imagine our 
beloved Audrey with a streaky orange tan, yellow 
palms, acrylic nails, last seasons sunglasses, a shiny T- 
zone and flaking foundation. To ensure the longevity 
of your reputation as a thoroughbred, I recommend 
the following:

• The VPL: It seems that dictators in the Middle 
East are better at hiding weapons of mass 
destruction than Melbournian women are of 
hiding panty lines. The visible panty line (VPL) 
is a common problem at the Spring Racing 
Carnival. The VPL draws undesired attention 
to one’s “hind quarters” and unless you’re Kylie or 
as ‘phat’ as J’Lo,.I would suggest you draw 
punters’ attention to your “assets” not your draw
backs. In saying this, one should also be wary of 
the visible G-string line, which causes vicarious 
pain and discomfort for the public at large.

• Performing in the Wet: Stiletto heels perform 
badly at the best of times, they are particularly 
hopeless in wet conditions. You will inevitably 
lose inches off your height as you involuntarily 
sink your heels into the plush grass at Flemington. 
Unfortunately, the sinking effect cannot be

avoided. Use some initiative and wear closed 
shoes on a day when rain is forecast, as wearing 
open-toed shoes may cause your freshly pedicured 
toes to become a breeding ground for botanical 
specimens.

• Hats Off?: If you are vertically challenged, aka
under 5 foot 3, avoid wearing a hat, as you will 
most probably resemble a Munchkin from the 
Wizard of OZ. Rather, stick with fascinators, a 
hair comb with attached trimmings such as 
feathers. Dior-esque netting is also a cheap and 
easy alternative, however, it is fast becoming a 
nasty alternative, as everyone seems to have 
discovered the Lincraft store on Little Collins 
Street. .

• Identical Fashion on the Field: Spotting the 
identical dress you’re wearing on a TV game 
show model can be demoralising. Be a little more 
creative with your silks this year, avoid the 
emergency dash to David Jones on that last 
Friday in October, rather, for an original outfit, try 
a vintage store such as Retro-Star or Shag. You 
could also try Ebay, which has a great selection of 
vintage items. It is also important to avoid dresses 
made from Nylon/Elastane fabric, as the only 
saddle bag you want to expose at the races is the 
one designed by John Galliano for Christian 
Dior.

Stud, stallion or show pony?
As urban myth has it, you have three opportunities 
to find your soul mate in Melbourne. If you are one 
of the unfortunate ones that did not get an offer 
and/or an acceptance (and certainly no consideration) 
in a contract law lecture at university, then your last 
two opportunities are charity balls and the races. If 
you are planning on getting racy at the races, you

should pace your drinking, as a few glasses of Dom 
Perignon, aka Great Western, may result in you 
befriending Mr Ed, rather than your desired stallion. 
Have your wits about you in the mounting yard, as 
most men with a heartbeat and a partially function
ing brain appear decent in suits. Do not be fooled 
by the power of the suit or Armani sunglasses pur
chased in Bali. Do not bring your business cards 
and make a fast getaway if he claims to be a 
“property developer” or “part” owner of a horse. An 
unsuccessful racing romance may deter you from 
future adventures at the races, limiting your chances 
of attaining romantic bliss to charity balls, and 
none of us want to become “charity” cases.

Birdcage or plebeian pavilion
The Birdcage plays host to the glamorous corporate 
marquees during the Carnival period and is 
frequented by old money, new money, soap stars, 
socialites, the socially inept, football players on 
vacation, international jet-lagged celebrities, semi- 
retired Super Models and (inevitably this year) 
Olympic athletes. Unless you fit one or more of the 
above categories, you may find yourself in the car 
park deluding yourself that it is as prestigious as the 
Birdcage, or in the general admission area, where 
teenage girls strut around in their “Sophie Monk”- 
inspired lycra dresses and plastic heels. In saying this, 
it’s the company that you keep at the races that is of 
paramount importance, not your geographic position
ing, fun can be had by all provided that chocolate 
coated strawberries and French champagne are 
involved in the festivities.

If you have not subjected yourself to enough public 
humiliation at the end of the racing carnival, you 
always have the office Christmas party at which to 
further destroy your credibility. ■

YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION 
NOTICE OFAGM &

ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2005
All members of the Young Lawyers’ Section are invited to attend the 2004 Annual General Meeting which will be held in 
conjunction with the Section’s 25th anniversary and end of year celebrations. Come dressed in ATouch of Silver on Thursday, 
2 December 2004 from 6-8.00pm atThe Glasshouse @Zargatt, Federation Square, Flinders Street (near Russell Street), 
Melbourne. RSVP is essential for entry. Please RSVP to younglaw@liv.asn.au providing details of your name, organisation 
and membership number by 29 November 2004.
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The Section encourages your nomination to the Young Lawyers’ Section 2005 Executive Committee. If you are interested 
in being nominated as an officer bearer of the 2005 Executive Committee, please contact Susan Ng, Manager of the Young 
Lawyers’ Section on ph: 9607 9379 or email: younglaw@liv.asn.au for a nomination form by Monday 29, November 2004.


