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A Country Practice: 
Articles ... Bugger!

By Q. Francis 
LeFreddi W

elcome ladies and gentlemen to the plight of 
an Articled Clerk with a sole-practitioner in 
rural Victoria. The office I work in consists of 
one busy practitioner, four lovely and opinionated women 

support staff and myself, a naive young man thrown into 
the depths of an estrogen induced frenzy of chocolate 
biscuits and gossip. Twice a day I brace myself and 
confront what I believe Hunter S. Thompson felt as he 
walked into that Las Vegas Police Conference. These 
women enjoy nothing more than seeing what it takes to 
get me to blush.

I'm not the first person to be enticed by the bush. 
You've all seen the shows - Ed, Sea Change, Northern 
Exposure - big timer from the city, fobbing it all off for a 
taste of the outback. Maybe I'm not quite a big timer, 
instead a slack law student who couldn't get Articles in 
the city. However, that doesn't lessen the lure away from 
the hustle and bustle to a place where the only thing 
slower than the people are the cars, whose speed limit 
down the main drag has just been dropped from 60 to 40 
km/h - a strategic move by the local council to provide 
greater fuel economy for the lap cutters.

I will refrain from stating which country town I'm 
working in for fear of libel (I'm learning quickly). I will 
say this, the town is famous for its pulses and swingers. 
Lentils and sex, sounds like I'm on a kibbutz, not that 
I'm complaining, clearly better than carrots and 
homicides. I have to admit though, I am yet to meet one 
of these so-called swingers. Or have I? This is the

recurring question that runs though my head every time 
I walk down the street.

Being in the country I'm also able to see the wonderful 
community spirit in some of the work that I'm doing. If 
you sit outside the Police Station on a Saturday morning, 
you would think that it was Christmas. Families come 
from everywhere. They all arrive, hurl abuse at anyone in 
their vicinity then depart amidst a throng of death 
threats.

My experiences with family law have been eye 
opening. Lust, revenge, debauchery, incest - it makes 
Days Of Our Lives seem like a children's program. There 
was the bloke who didn't like the way his ex-partner 
called him "daddy" during their amorous throes. The 
client who didn't stab her - "she walked into the knife". 
Then there're the three sisters involved in bizarre love 
octagon - "stop crying and do what your mother/aunty/ 
sister/second cousin once removed tells you".

We also get ythe usual criminal law cases - assault, 
death threats, hit and runs. Just a word of advice - if 
you're going to be involved with any sort of traffic 
violation in a small town it's probably best not to have 
the number plate 'BYTME'.

Of course we still have to make our bread and butter - 
commercial litigation, probate, conveyancing and so on., 
but they're not completely boring. Try explaining to a 
widow that her late husband left the entire farm to her 
step-son - I love the smell of litigation in the morning.

Overall, however, I have been very happy with my 
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Too polite, scared or Tory to write plainly?
(continued from page 11)

pride themselves on their command of it. Drafting style 
is an intensely personal issue - who can honestly say 
that they like being told to change theirs? This, perhaps, 
partly explains why law firms' substantial investment in 
plain language has so far made only minimal changes to 
the drafting style of their lawyers. Change, it seems, 
must come from within; plain language is hardly the first 
issue to show how hard that can be.

Clients much prefer advice and documents that they 
can understand to the arcane world of legalese. Lawyers 
who fear using plain language must realise that the 
market for their services will make it more prevalent, not 
less, in future legal practice. It may take a generation or 
two for the shift to be complete, but members of the 
profession who are currently too polite, scared or Tory to 
write plainly would do well to be the ones leading 
change rather than holding it back. ■ 1 2 3 4 5

1 example, see Peter Butt and Richard Castle, Modern Legal 
Drafting (2001).

2 (1992) 110 FLR 259.
3 Corporations Law Simplification Program Task Force, Designing 

the law (June 1995) (available at
http://www.opc.gov.au/plain/ docs.htm).

4 Showing, A and Lye, L, "Plain English the key to Hong Kong 
first" (December 2004) IFLR 11.

5 For example, see Don Watson, Watson's Dictionary of Weasel 
Words, Contemporary Cliches, Cant & Management Jargon 
(2004).

Quick Quiz
(answers on page 21)

Compiled by Siska Lund & Clare 
Matson, Baker & McKenzie
1. Which of Charles Dickens' novels was unfinished at 

the time of his death in 1870?
2. Who was the world's first woman Prime Minister?
3. What was the colour of the world's first synthetic dye?
4. What does NASDAQ stand for?
5. Who said: "Lawyers are the only persons in whom 

ignorance of the law is not punished"?
6. Who co-authored the "Manifesto of the Communist 

Party" with Karl Marx?
7. What is the currency of Vietnam?
8. Which two English houses fought the War of the 

Roses?
9. The oldest four texts of Hinduism are collectively 

called what?
10. Who recently won control of Manchester United 

Football Team?
11. Which Australian man, held as a hostage in Iraq, 

was reportedly offered $400,000 for his exclusive 
story?

12. Who is the current Palestinian President?
13. Who are the two Popes that served longer Papacies 

than John Paul II?
14. Who is the current Prime Minister of Iraq?
15. What are the names of the only two Commonwealth 

countries starting with the letter 'A'?
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