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S Trafficked: sexual exploitation and servitude
HELEN TIPLADY, MINTER ELLISON

"The trafficking of women and 
children for prostitution is a global 
problem. The United Nations 
estimates that one million children
are forced into sexual slavery each 
year. Some of them are trafficked 
into Australia."

On 6 June 2006, the Young Lawyers' Community Issues 
Committee held a screening of Trafficked.

Trafficked is a powerful documentary that follows Chris 
Payne as he investigates the case of 
Nikkie, a 13-year-old Thai girl who was 
deported after having been discovered 
working in a Sydney brothel in 1995.
Payne, a former federal police officer 
turned private investigator, follows the 
trail of evidence from Australia to Thai
land as he searches for Nikkie and some 
answers about how this modern slave 
trade operates.

While with the Australian Federal Police,
Payne had set up Operation Paper Tiger, an operation 
aimed specially at combating sex trafficking. Operation 
Paper Tiger was disbanded in early 1995 and Payne left 
the police force soon after, disillusioned by many of his 
colleagues' indifference to the fate of trafficking victims 
and the racism that he encountered.

Director Luigi Acquisto started researching Nikkie's 
story over ten years ago, spurred by his outrage at her 
treatment by Australian immigration. In 1995, Acquisto 
travelled to Thailand to try and find her and uncover her 
story. Nikkie had disappeared without a trace. It was 
around this time that Acquisto met Payne.

In 2001, Payne and Acquisto returned to Thailand to 
find Nikkie. With very few leads they managed to track 
Nikkie down, whose reai name, they soon learnt, was

Ning. She was happily married with a 
baby boy. Ning tells her story and relives 

her traumatic experiences, speaking of things she hadn't 
spoken about since her deportation from Australia.

In Thailand Payne and Acquisto also encounter the 
parents of Phuongtong (Noi) Simpalee, a Thai woman 
who, after having been trafficked into Australia, died in 
detention at the Villawood Immigration Centre. Her 
death, from pneumonia and malnutrition, made 
headlines.

"I thought a rice farmer from northern Thailand would 
be completely different from me. Not at all. Same sort of 
people. Same needs, same sense of humour. They've got 
the same rights as us. Their daughter had the same rights 
as us. She didn't need to die like she did - like a dog - in 
an immigration detention centre in thie middle of 
Sydney." (Chris Payne)

Young Lawyers' Survival Handbook
New to the LIV Bookshop this year, is the Young Lawyers' 
Survival Guide 2006. This handbook is a useful resource 
for all fresh and energetic practitioners. The guide 
imparts handy tips for dealing with a range of common 
difficulties encountered by most practitioners - from the 
commencement of Articles, right through to Senior 
Associateship level.

Key areas covered by this guide include:

• A step by step guide to beginning your Articles

• Handy precedent forms commonly used by firms

• Employment guidelines

• The Legal Profession Act 2004

• How to market yourself internally and externally

• How to prepare yourself to negotiate your way into a 
better pay bracket

How to find clients and 
keep them

Dealing with difficult 
people

Work/Life balance

Recognising burn out/ 
alleviating stress 

Ethics for young law
yers

Pro bono work

What the CPD system 
is and what the re
quirements are

Going to the Bar and 
starting your own practice
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