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Making achange 
forthe better I

A
mong young lawyers, there seems to be a
growing interest in participating in politics 
i - and not necessarily just the conventions of 

joining a political party or running for public office. 

Many young lawyers are taking direct action on the 
issues that resonate with them personally, whether 
it be climate change, human rights, homelessness, 
education - the list goes on. Of course, there are 
many more young lawyers who would like to get out 
there and make a few positive changes - they just 
don’t know where to start.

Here at the YLJ, we started thinking about what 
lies at the heart of politics - that idea that everyone 
should have a voice in determining the issues 
that affect them. It seemed to us that the heart of 
politics lies in empowerment.

It is an appropriate time to reflect on such issues, 
with the state election to be held no later than 
November. We could be waiting until April next year 
to go to the polls at the federal level, but all parties 
seem to be on an election footing already.

In dedicating this edition of the YLJ to politics, 
we’ve focused on empowering, inspiring and 
energising young lawyers to get out there and make 
a positive change, whether it’s change for the greater 
good or something that hits closer to home.

For those with a passion for politics, be sure to check 
out the interviews we secured with not one, but two 
high-profile MPs who have made the jump from the 
legal profession and read their views on why young 
lawyers should take an interest in politics.

As an issue of balance, we will be be profiling a 
Liberal MP’s similar transition in the next YLJ.
If you’re needing a bit of personal change, you’ll find 
a great range of informative articles and hot-off- 
the-press reports on everything from securing that 
pay rise to working effectively with recruiters when 
job seeking.

We think the members of the YLS Editorial 
Committee have truly outdone themselves and there 
really is something in this edition of the YLJ to 
inspire everyone. So happy reading and happy voting!

THE POWER AND INFLUENCE 
OF YOUNG LAWYERS
An exclusive interview with Justice Betty King from 
the April 2010 YLJ received page 3 coverage in the 
Herald Sun.
We at the YLS felt incredibly lucky to have been 
granted the interview as Justice King is fiercely 
private when it comes to the media. But she spoke 
candidly to Michelle Batsas, a young lawyer from 
Corrs, about topics of interest to young lawyers, 
everything from professional advice to her views on 
the notoriety of underworld figures - the point that 
resonated with the Herald Sun.

We were extremely pleased to have the Editorial 
Committee’s work and initiative recognised by 
the wider media. It was an excellent interview 
and a great effort on Michelle’s part in securing 
this opportunity - yet another example of the 
possibilities created by the YLS.

Of course, this isn’t the first time Victorian young 
lawyers have found themselves in national media. 

Last year, in the midst of the global financial crisis, 
both The Australian and the Australian Financial 
Review covered the YLS publication for displaced 
young lawyers that provided practical tips and 
advice on coping with career challenges.

The Age also covered the 2009 Hanover Mooting 
Competition and the fact that, for the first time, the 
YLS entered a composite team that went on to win 
the competition. •
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WITH THE
FEDERAL
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LOOMING.
IT SEEMS
EVERYONE
AROUND
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