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A job like 
no other
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WORKING IN REGIONAL 
VICTORIA ENABLES YOU 
TO DEVELOP AND EXPAND 
PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS

P
ractising in the country is very different from 
practising in the city. Every day is different, the 
work diverse and challenging, and the cases 
ever-changing. So when asked to provide a diary of a 

typical week in the country I found myself stumped.
I couldn’t write it, for the very reason I love country 
work: there is no typical week.
In one day you can deal with Family Violence 
Intervention Orders and appear in a Magistrates’ 
Court that is an hour away, the next be called to 
appear in a pre-hearing conference involving a 
commercial litigation matter, and then in the next 
breath a civil matter involving water buffaloes.
The biggest appeal of practising in regional Victoria 
as a young lawyer is that you are able to assert more 
autonomy over your files, from beginning to end, 
while receiving the support of the partner of the firm.
From the outset you meet clients and take 
instructions and develop a rapport as you enjoy 
carriage of the file to its completion. In addition, you 
are not required to invoice in six-minute increments 
and have a lot of flexibility with your work hours. 
Moreover, work/life balance is encouraged in regional 
Victoria. Although there is an obvious requirement to 
put the essential attention, time and energy into your 
work, there is also a strong acknowledgement of the 
fact that we have only so much fuel in our tanks
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and that taking the time to relax with 
family and friends is a necessity. And, 
with the appealing array of natural, 
culinary and tourist attractions on offer 
in regional Victoria - from vineyards 
and beaches to national parks and 
cute cafes - why wouldn’t you want 
to balance the scales and take time to 
explore your surrounds?

I have noticed that in one main area 
I practise in, criminal law, there is a 
striking difference between the city 
and the country. In the country you 
are able to build relationships with 
the local judiciary and enjoy stronger, 
more tangible connections with the 
prosecution. And there is always the

opportunity to get your city fix by 
coming to Melbourne to instruct in 
trials in the County and Supreme 
Courts.
Working in regional Victoria also 
enables you to develop and expand 
professional networks. For example, in 
only a couple of years I have obtained a 
position as part of the Gippsland Law 
Association Executive and have been 
selected to act as the Regional Young 
Lawyer Representative for Gippsland. 
These are stimulating and rewarding 
roles that have greatly improved my 
professional skills and furnished me 
with exciting opportunities for the 
future.

It is not until you work in regional 
Victoria that you can truly appreciate 
what it has to offer. Where else can 
you go from one central location to an 
abundance of beautiful places after 
spending a day in court? •

KIM McFARLANE, Co-chair, RSYLC

Wakefield & Vogrig Lawyers
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