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Diverse way out west
I

 moved to Warrnambool from Melbourne in 
January 2008. I decided to look for articles (now 
a traineeship) outside of Melbourne after talking 
with friends who had great experiences working in 

regional areas.
The first decision to make was where should I 
go? Never underestimate the power of word-of- 
mouth. A few phone calls and emails to colleagues 
of acquaintances of friends quickly saw an 
interview arranged with Tait Leishman Taylor in 
Warrnambool.
Prior to my interview I had been to Warrnambool 
once when I was 10 years old and the only thing I 
could remember about the town was that it was cold 
and exceptionally windy. As it turns out, I was right 
about that - but only for three months of the year.
Fortunately my partner came with me when 
I moved. She had no trouble finding a job in 
healthcare. We quickly signed a lease for a house 
that cost half as much as Melbourne and was a 
two-minute walk from the beach. I started to have 
delusions about becoming a surfer.

The other benefits of living and working in 
Warrnambool include the absence of traffic jams 
(except for the Kepler Street roundabout at 5.30pm) 
and the ability to walk to work. While living in 
Warrnambool, I have found myself cycling before 
work with the police prosecutor and playing on a 
basketball team with the senior registrar of the local 
Magistrates’ Court.
Warrnambool and southwestern Victoria are blessed 
(or cursed, depending on your viewpoint) with more 
than their fair share of lawyers. There are 10 firms 
in Warrnambool alone. There are also many young 
lawyers, psychologists, doctors, accountants, nurses, 
dentists and optometrists, both locals and expats, 
among whom I‘ve found great friends.

Taits has accredited specialists in family, 
commercial, wills and estates, planning law and 
commercial litigation and offers service in virtually 
every other practice area so I was able to get the 
broadest possible range of experience during my 
articles. Warrnambool is a “hub” for the local

dairy industry; you’d be surprised how many legal 
problems cows can cause.

The real benefit of working at a smaller firm 
was the opportunity to control my own files and 
interactions with clients, the courts and counsel.
I have had direct supervision from partners with 
many years of experience and support from junior 
lawyers only a few years ahead of me.

The biggest downside of my freedom? I had to learn 
how to cost a file, quickly. They don’t teach you that 
at university.

Since being admitted I have focused my practice on 
litigation but there is still a wide variety of files.
The work, while sometimes smaller in scale, is not 
lesser in quality. I currently advise local councils 
on a range of issues, represent legally aided clients 
in the Magistrates’ Court and deal with civil claims 
ranging from $500 to over $1 million.

I have appeared in the Magistrates’ Court, the 
County Court, VCAT, VOCAT and the former 
AIRC. Being quoted as “defence counsel” in the 
Warrnambool Standard never gets old.
Working in the south-west has also given me 
the opportunity to get involved with the LIV by 
becoming a member of the Regional & Suburban 
Young Lawyers Committee (RSYLC) as the rep for 
the South West Region.

I was having dinner with friends in Melbourne 
recently and described to them the hearing in 
which I was appearing on Monday. It was about 
cows - cattle agistment if you want to be specific. 
My friends from Melbourne thought this was very 
funny. To me, it’s a normal part of practising in 
Warrnambool. •

TIM McCULLOCH

RSYLC & Solicitor, Tait Leishman Taylor

Join your regional and suburban colleagues to 
develop your networks and socialise during Regional 
and Suburban Young Lawyers Week (4-10 October).

For more information see the whatsOn Calendar in 
the Events and Education section of the LIV website, 
www.liv.asn.au.
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