
R
EG

IO
N

A
L P

ER
SP

EC
TI

V
E

Go bush, young lawyer 
- it's worth it
IN A
REGIONAL 
CITY YOU 
GET TO 
KNOW YOUR 
CLIENTS, 
AVOID THE 
PEAK HOUR 
COMMUTE 
AND CAN 
STILL EASILY 
GET TO THE 
BIG SMOKE.

W:orking in regional Victoria was an easy 
choice for me.

I was a country girl to start with, having 
grown up in Rochester, and I returned to Bendigo 
after completing a Bachelor of Commerce/Law 
(Honours) at Deakin University in Geelong.

I still have family in this area, so that made the 
decision to practise in the country somewhat easier 
for me than it might be for other graduating lawyers. 
But I made a conscious decision to work in Bendigo at 
the end of my studies.

I returned to Bendigo to complete my articles at John 
R. Buman & Co. a firm at which I worked during 
my school holidays and university holidays to gain 
experience in law.

It was an incredible learning curve when I started 
my articles. It really hit home just how different the 
actual practising of law was from the studying of law. 

But I think there were a lot of benefits in being based 
in regional Victoria. A huge part of that for me is 
being part of a smaller community, and not just 
professionally. There are opportunities to get involved 
in community groups and volunteer for organisations, 
sit on boards and the like.

I think it's easier to get involved in the community 
in the country because of the smaller population.
It's easier to get to know people, which means you 
have the opportunity to develop really good working 
relationships. Word of mouth works wonders in the 
country.

Then there are the things that seem small, but that 
make my day-to-day life a little easier, the main one 
being travel time to get to work. I haven't worked in 
Melbourne, but I understand from colleagues that one 
of the worst parts of their work is the commute into 
the city in peak hour. In Bendigo, home is about 10 
minutes from my office.

There's also less pressure in terms of billable hours 
than in large firms in Melbourne. On top of all that, 
it's really not that far to Melbourne.

I think all these things make Bendigo a really 
attractive place to be.

I worked with John R. Buman & Co. for nearly eight 
years and in mid-2008 decided to take the plunge 
and practise on my own. It has been an amazing two 
years. The hardest thing I have found is managing 
that elusive work/life balance.

I work long hours, and because I'm a newly started 
sole practising solicitor I haven't felt able to take 
leave or holidays yet. That aspect of owning your own 
practice is probably the hardest.

On the other hand, all this hard work is for myself. I 
don't have to answer to anyone or have the pressure 
of meeting billing quotas, and it really makes a huge 
difference when you're putting in those hours for 
yourself.

I think it's a common sentiment among business 
owners - long hours and hard work are worth it when 
it's your own business that you're building up. You 
can decide who you want to work for and when - and 
really, it is up to you how hard you work.

You're also able to foster more personal relationships 
with clients when you're working for yourself because 
your time is your own to manage. I get to really see 
the ways that I'm helping people, which makes the job 
extremely rewarding, especially given it's a smaller 
community that I'm part of and that I'm supporting. 

Nurturing those relationships and feeling that 
I'm really helping people means my work is very 
satisfying for me. •

MICHELLE O'SULLIVAN

Lawyer

14 YOUNG LAWYERS JOURNAL

IS
TO

CK
PH

O
TO


