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I have recently joined a CBD commercial law 
practice and am undertaking my training 
to be admitted to practice as a lawyer. I am 
keen to get as involved as possible in my 
spare time in activities that will not only 
further my career, but allow me to give back 
to the broader community.

What extracurricular activities would you 
recommend to become well rounded? Do 
you think it is worthwhile for someone 
in my position to do this, or should I be 
focusing only on my legal training at my 

firm?

ALL ROUNDER

DEAR ALL ROUNDER
Young lawyers often overlook the benefits 
of being involved in extracurricular 
activities, so your keenness to engage in 
these activities, in addition to getting ahead 
in the graduate process at your firm, is 
refreshing.

The types of skills that are attractive to 
employers and that will make you a well- 
rounded lawyer include:

• leadership

• time management

• communication skills

• drafting skills

• marketing skills

• teamwork

• strong technical skills.

There are many activities that will help 
make you a well-rounded solicitor and

further your career while allowing you to 
make a contribution to society. I have set 
out a few suggestions below:

Community legal centres

Volunteer your services at a community 
legal centre. This will give you exposure to 
other areas of law, in particular criminal 
and family law, which you are not going to 

get in your current role. This experience is 
often considered favourably by law firms 
as in addition to the practical experience, 

it provides you with an opportunity to 
get direct contact with clients, learn 

time management skills, and possibly a 
higher level of responsibility. You should 
be aware that these positions can be very 
competitive.

Pro bono schemes

Investigate any opportunities available 
to new lawyers to be involved in pro bono 
work, either through your firm’s program, 
or by any of the public pro bono schemes. 
This will allow you to gain access to a wider 
range of legal matters, and gain experience 
considering “big picture” issues.

Join a committee such as the Young 

Lawyers’ Social Committee, and be an 
active member of the committee. You 
will have the opportunity to meet other 
lawyers and network, thereby enhancing 
your communication and marketing 
skills. In addition, by taking ownership of 
particular tasks, you may be in a position to

demonstrate your initiative, ability to work 
in a team and leadership skills.

Write on

Undertake research and draft interesting 
articles for publication. As a new lawyer, 
you can become involved in the Young 
Lawyers’ Editorial Committee where you 
can regularly help in sourcing authors for 
articles and draft articles yourself. This 
will obviously go a long way to honing your 
research, drafting and technical skills.

As a lawyer, it is important to look after 
your health and wellbeing as well. Sporting 
activities are fabulous for this and not only 
will you feel good for it, you will continue 
to build on your teamwork skills. Also, 
managing your busy workload and your 
sporting commitments will improve your 
ability to prioritise and manage your time.

Make sure you do not take on too much at 

once or you will not be able to do justice 
to the activities and your work may suffer. 
Further, when considering extracurricular 

interests, choose activities you feel you 
can commit to for at least one year so 
that you get demonstrable benefit from 
being involved, and are able to make a real 
contribution. •

CAREER DOCTOR

Do you have a question for Career Doctor?
If so, email younglaw@liv.asn.au.
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