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I once believed that success at law 
school meant being able to secure a 
seasonal clerkship and consequently 
a graduate position in a commercial 
law firm. Together with scores of my 
contemporaries, I religiously attended every 
seminar at university where a commercial 
law firm presented to students on the 
exciting career opportunities available at 
the firm. A career in commercial law was 
seen from first year as the end goal.
For a period, I too accepted a commercial 
law career as being inevitable. I scoured 
the websites of commercial law firms 
for casual positions and was ultimately 
successful in obtaining employment at an 
international firm, working as a paralegal 
in the construction law team. It was only 
when I started my practical legal training 
(PLT) that the proverbial scales fell from 
my eyes and after being exposed to other 
branches of law I decided to take the plunge 
into family law.

Since my admission in August 2011 I have 
been practising solely in family law. I took 
the plunge and it required me to dispense

with the notion that a commercial law 
career was the only path to success and 
rely on what I had experienced during my 
PLT and the family law unit I completed 
at university. In hindsight, I am glad I 
took the plunge. I have never looked back. 
Family law is fascinating - not because 
of the scandalous nature of people’s lives 
(there is some of that) but because of the 
opportunity I have to help people move 
on with their lives after their personal 
relationships have ended. Furthermore 
I am able to ensure that children have a 
meaningful relationship with both their 
parents.

Family law is also academically challenging. 
A good family lawyer must have a solid 
understanding of commercial, trust, 
tax, bankruptcy, child support and 
superannuation legislation. The law is ever 
changing and no two cases are ever the 
same. People’s varying personalities makes 
each case different. It also requires me to 
find practical ways of dealing with matters 
to help people settle without the need 
to go to court and be able to implement

the recommendations of a psychologist 
(called family report writers) so that no 
matter which party I represent the welfare 
of the child/children is the paramount 
consideration. The work is diverse. One 
moment I could be drafting documents for 
an application under the Hague Convention 
and the next finalising a property 
settlement for a high net-worth individual 
or their spouse.
The work can be stressful at times as there 
are some occasions when several clients 
want different things at the same time. 
However, the work is interesting and 
challenging and so, to me, the pressure 
just adds to the buzz. My commercial 
law colleagues often ask me whether the 
personal and emotional aspect of the work 
is hard - it is at times but I am fortunate 
to work with people who make every day a 
pleasure.
I took the plunge and I fell in love 
(ironically). I urge you to get off the beaten 
track and follow your heart. You just might 
fall in love too. I

DAVID DE ALWIS is a solicitor at Forte Family Lawyers.
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