
and some general commercial
implemented with family lawLAWYER, DAWES & vaki,

I work predominantly in the commercial 1 

contract work.
The great thing about Dawes & Vary is th 
one of the team and your opinions - 
comes with operating in a country or regi 
supported by flexible working arrangements an

What makes Shepparton 
a great place to work and 
live?
Shepparton is a mid-size regional city with 
a population of about 80,000. A 15-mmute 
walk from my house or a four minute drive 
in the morning gets me to work with very 

, little fuss. There’s no shortage of activities 
I if vnn are open minded and keen to try

workload, su]

,d availability of resources.

Your advice for those 
looking to practise in 
this area?
Take the opportunity and 
out there. I applied for a position at Dawe 
& Vary at the end of my practical legal 
training. I offered to do my practicurn as a 
volunteer in the firm. After I put my best 
foot forward over two weeks I was offered 
a position with the potential for a solicitor 
position at a date to be fixed. Needkss to 
say I took the job with open arms, havi g 
prepared for an opportunity like this since 
Lkatins from Latrobe University at the

yourself with the local community.

Jo McCormack
DIRECTOR, dwyer robins°n lawyers, WARRNAMBOOL
I am currently °ne of three directors 
than l2 yrary with the initial six yea 
to establish a r~ 
particularly helpful

rapp°rt with clients who often : 
*. l as a single parent.

What makes Warrnambool a 
9reat place to work and live?
It takes between five and 10 minutes to 
travel to work. I’m at work early but it’s very 
rare fort I work prtt: 5.30pm. The beach is a 
start walk away and I love being able to walk 
°r j°g down at the taach to unwind at the end 
of the day. The mentoring opportunities are 
plentiful, not only within your own firm but 
from other members of the legal community. 
Carrer progression can be a matter of 
timing. I tad. the opportunity to become 
a partner at 30.

Your advice for those
looking to practise in this 
area?
Get as much wark experience as possible, 
particularly while still a student. I was ’ 
working full time within the firm for 
most of my studies and this gave me a) an 
understanding how a law firm operates, b) 
a chance to work out which areas I’d like to 
practise in and c) to confirm that I wanted t 
live and work in the area.

How do we find out about 
employment opportunities 
in Warrnambool?
Ttare is no aubstitute for resume dropping 
or making contact with the HR people or 
partners of the firms. Often positions in 
regional areas are not advertised. If you keep 
in touch with firm then when positions 
become available gs likely they will give you 
an interview before advertising.

REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE

A country practic
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REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE

WITH A CAREER IN REGIONAL VICTORIA NOW THE FIRST CHOICE FOR MANY LAWYERS, 
WE SPEAK WITH COLLEAGUES FROM ACROSS THE STATE ABOUT THEIR WORK, THE 

ATTRACTION TO REGIONAL LIFE AND THEIR ADVICE FOR STUDENTS AND NEW LAWYERS.
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an MillardRy
SOLICITOR, ROBERTSON HYFTTS, BENDIGO
I am a solicitor working in property and commercml flfeies “
solicitors (nearly 40 total staff) across our tond^ and Castlemame °ttlce .

Your advice for those 
|ooking to practise in 
this area?

What makes Bendigo a 
great place to work and 
live?
It takes me about 10 minutes to get 
to and from my froto dmi" and the 
office. Generally, I don’t have to wmk 
much more than typical office toum. 
Consequently, my work-life 
is great and I’m able to mmntain the 
sporting and social commfemmte that 
are important to me. Tto feral legal 
community, but in particular the cfese 
group of young lawyers wfeh whom 
I am generally involved, are highly 
supportive.

Retention of quality ptopfe is 
particularly importeto in country areas.
My perception is that local firms really
value prospective empfeyees wto tove 
grown up in country areas and tove 
local friends and famify ties.
If you find yourself with m interview 
at a local firm it will likely to informal 
(no set questions, a chat ra^ntfelfy). 
You should find out whatevm you cm 
about the firms you’re providing your 
resume to in the event they want to 
interview you (most firms in the area 
have informative wetoites setting out 
practice areas and comprny values).
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Bendigo
March this year. Robertton Hyetts has 14

How do we find out 
about employment 
opportunities in 
Bendigo?
At least for me, there was very 
little information available to^ 
employment °pp°rtunities in the area. 
Local firms don’t generally tovtoite 
graduate positions (traineeships), and 
they aren’t necessarily lmge enough to 
take on trainees each year. It’s reaUy for 
the graduate to get ttomselves out there 
and contact the local fferno I sent my 
resume around with a simple covering 
letter setting out what I ttougto I tould 
bring to a pr°spective employer. If 
they’re interested they will contort you.
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