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The truth 
about 
human 
trafficking

THE YLS COMMUNITY 
ISSUES COMMITTEE 
IS TACKLING HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING HEAD 
ON IN 2014 AND 
ENCOURAGES ALL 
YOUNG LAWYERS 

TO GET INVOLVED.

Many people think trafficking is what 
they have seen in movies such as Taken 
where a girl is kidnapped and forced 
into sex slavery. Others think it occurs 
only when people are smuggled across 
country borders or that it is limited 
to people in circumstances of poverty. 
The reality is that this is happening in 
Australia and we can all do something 
to help. Human trafficking can be 
defined as forcing someone to do 
something against their will and 
making money from it.
The co-chairs of the YLS community issues 
committee Linda Rayment and Claire 
Walczak interviewed Project Respect 
executive director Kelly Hinton. Project 
Respect is a not-for-profit organisation 
based in Melbourne which is advocating for 
the rights of women trafficked into the sex 
industry in Australia.

YLJ Does human trafficking happen in 
Melbourne?

KH Project Respect has worked with 
women trafficked into the sex industry in 
Melbourne for more than 15 years. Women

come to Australia to work. They are told they 
will be able to earn much better money in 
Australia than at home. They may or may not 
be told that they will be in the sex industry. 
They may be told they will be hostesses in 
karaoke bars or massage parlours and that 
sex with “clients” will be optional. On arrival, 
they are forced into a contract which usually 
involves working very long hours in brothels 
six to seven days a week, and an inability to 
refuse clients or particular services. Many of 
the women we have worked with speak little 
or no English and are completely dependent 
on their traffickers. They are told authorities 
in Australia are corrupt, and for those who 
come from countries where prostitution is 
illegal, fear of prosecution prevents them 
from seeking help.

There is a common misconception that 
women trafficked into brothels are 
physically locked up but this is generally not 
the case. Historically in Australia women 
had their passports confiscated (often 
under the guise of safe keeping - but then 
not returned until the debt or contract 
was finished) - however this practice is 
happening less and less. Traffickers are
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extremely effective in ensuring women 
cannot leave through psychological 
imprisonment and isolation not 
dissimilar to those who use violence in 
intimate relationships. For example, 
some women who have been trafficked 
in Australia have been shown photos 
of young Asian women lying face down 
in a field and told “Australia is a big 
country and no one will ever find you”. 

YLJ How many people are estimated to 
have been trafficked to Australia?

KH No one really knows as it is very 
underground. In 2004, Project Respect 
estimated that 1000 women were being 
trafficked or held in debt bondage every 
year. In 2012, a Sydney based study 
estimated that this was closer to 2000. 

YLJ What are the causes of human 
trafficking?

KH Human trafficking is extremely 
profitable and one of the fastest 
growing crimes worldwide. If you 
traffic drugs, you sell them once, if 
you traffic a person you can sell them 
multiple times, and the likelihood of 
prosecution is extremely low.

YLJ What can people do if they suspect 
someone is trafficked?

KH Ask them how they would like 
you to help. Contact the Australian 
Federal Police Human Trafficking 
Team on 131AFP or email Human- 
Trafficking-Group@afp.gov.au. Refer 
them to Project Respect - http:// 
projectrespect.org.au.

YLJ What can community members/ 
lawyers do to assist in eliminating 
human trafficking?

KH Talk about it. Support 
organisations working in this field - 
volunteer or donate. Lobby government 
- what are they doing to address it?

The aim of the Community Issues 
Committee is to facilitate young 
lawyers' involvement in community
building projects, provide education 
about social issues, and support for 
young lawyers wanting to create or 
contribute to social projects and local 
charities.

We are excited to work with committee 
members to present various projects in 
2014, including:

• A film screening event focusing on 
human trafficking in Melbourne, 
including speakers from Project 
Respect.

• A hot topics seminar on social justice 
and the law as part of Law Week.

• Green Practice Project and LIJ column.

• An ongoing specialised human 
trafficking taskforce, where we will 
work together with experts such as 
police officers, NGO workers and 
barristers.

Want to get involved?
If you are interested in helping to 
eliminate human trafficking or if 
you are passionate about any other 
community issues then we would 
encourage you to join the committee in 
2014 and in particular, the specialised 
human trafficking task force. For more 
information please contact younglaw@ 
liv.asn.au. ■

LINDA RAYMENT and CLAIRE WALCZAK are
associates at Nicholes Family Lawyers and the co-chairs 
of the 2014 Community Issues Committee.
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AND SKILLS TO REAL FILES
SITTING ON MY DESK."

The Master of Applied Law (Wills & Estates) 
program content is specific to Victoria and 
is taught by prominent Victorian practitioners.

You can undertake our programs as single 
subjects, at Graduate Diploma or at Masters levels.

Email alp@collaw.edu.au to request 
a handbook today.

Carla Parsons
BELL LEGAL GROUP 
CURRENT MASTERS STUDENT - 
WILLS & ESTATES
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Call 1300 506 402 or visit coUaw.edu.au/atp
THE COLLEGE 
OF LAW
Victoria
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