
Twenty-five glorious years!
D i a n a  C a r r o l l  h a s  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  o f  A u s t r a l i a  h a s  b e e n  
b u i l d i n g  n o n - s t o p  e v e r  s i n c e  i t  o p e n e d

to be appropriate  not o n ly  because o f  the inheren t 
tribute to the background from  w hich  W estern  cu l­
ture has developed but also because o f  the sheer 
m o n u m en ta lity  o f  expression. T he site is in the par­

lia m e n ta ry  tria n g le  o f  the  
N ational C apita l.

T h e  b u ild in g  was d e­
signed by the Syd n ey  arch i­
tects B unning and M adden  
in asso cia tio n  w ith  T  E 
O ’M ahoney. It stands on a 
spacious podium  paved w ith  
black and grey-green N o rw e­
gian slate w ith  a handrail o f  
Sou th  A ustra lian  black gran­
ite. T he colum ns su rro u n d ­
ing the  b u ild in g  are faced  
w ith  w h ite  C a rra ra  m arb le  
from  Italy. T he walls are o f  
R om an travertine. T he foyer 
is paved w ith  golden A ustra l­
ian W o m b eyan  m arble, and  
the fo yer staircase is o f  Pen- 
tallic m arble from  the Par­
thenon  quarry  in G reece: the 
stairw ell is o f  blue-green Ital­
ian m arble. A ustralian  tim ­
bers in c lu d in g  b lack bean, 
ja rrah , red cedar, b leached  

coachw ood and T asm anian oak have been used in 
the in ternal fin ish ing o f the building.

T h e L ib ra ry  
opened w ith  large 
areas o f  L o w er  
ground floo r 2  in ­
co m p le te  and  
L o w er g ro u n d  1, 
except fo r the T h e­
atre , v i r tu a lly  a 
shell. T h ere  has 
probab ly been not 
a year since that it 
has not echoed to 
the sou n d  o f the  
jack ham m er.

T h is  w as not 
u n exp ected . T he  
C o u n c il decided  
from  the s ta rt to  
m aintain  the con­
cept o f  ‘c o n tin u ­
ous b u ild in g ' 
w h ich  it adopted  
at the com m ence­
m ent o f  its p la n ­
ning. T h e  first 
A nnual R eport af­
ter the o p en in g  
also record ed  the

/n 1 9 2 7  the G o ve rn m en t m oved  to the federal 
cap ita l o f  C a n b e rra , to  a new  P arliam en t. 
A m o ng st the new  buildings that w ere built in  
the sheep paddocks was one to house the N ational

G eorge Carter is on e  o f  the 
People's Treasures on exhibition 

as part o f  the anniversary 
celebra tions (all photos b y  NLA 

Photographies)

Library. U n fo rtu n a te ly  there was a lack o f  office  
space for the new  governm ent departm ents m o v­
ing to C anberra, so the L ibrary occupied  o n ly  part 
o f  its designated space and then o n ly  for tw o years. 
P rom  then on, K en n eth  Binns, w ho  had succeeded  
A rth u r W a d sw o rth  as Librarian in 1 9 2 7 , had to  
struggle, un til he retired  in 1 9 4 7 , to secure suitable  
housing fo r the L ib rary ’s g row ing  collections and  
services outside P arliam ent H ouse.

In 1 9 3 4  the fo u n d atio n  stone was laid for a new  
build ing  in K ings A venue, the second to be called  
the N ational L ibrary, and this was opened the fo l­
low ing  year. T his bu ild ing  was dem olished in 1 9 7 0  
to m ake w ay fo r the E dm ond B arton  offices. T he  
foundation  stone o f  the present N ational L ibrary  
o f  A ustra lia  bu ild ing  was laid by S ir  R obert M en- 
zies on 3 1  M arch  1 9 6 6  in a cerem o ny presided  
over by the then P rim e M in ister, M r H arold  H olt. 
O n  15  A ugust 1 9 6 8  the bu ild ing  was opened by  
the then Prim e M in ister M r Joh n  G o rto n  (now  Sir 
Jo h n  G o rto n ).

The bu ild ing  is based on p ro p ortion s w hich, 
w hile  not adhering to the detail o f  G reco-R om an  
architecture, is clearly a con tem p orary  derivation  
in the spirit o f  classical design. Phis was considered
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decision to com plete  the rem ain ing areas o f  L ow er 
g round  2  du rin g  1 9 7 0 - 7 1 ,  and the H en ry  M oo re  
sculpture.

By 1 9 7 4 - 7 5  the L ibrary was able to record ( in  
its A n n u a l R ep or t) :

‘W h e n  the b u ild ing  was occupied in 1 9 6 8 ,  sev­
eral underground  areas w ere left incom plete  to p ro ­
v id e  fu tu re  exp an sio n . T h e  N a tio n a l C a p ita l 
D evelo p m en t C om m ission  has progressively com ­
pleted these areas o ver the years, the last to be fit­
ted o u t being the N ew spaper R eading R oom . The 
expansion o f  the bu ild ing  has always been regarded  
as inevitab le to accom m odate the natural g row th  
in the collection  and sendees. H ow ever, the em ­
phasis n ow  being placed on increased accessibility  
o f  the collections has altered previous plans fo r u n ­
derground  extensions and p lann ing  is n o w  u n d er­
w ay, in concert w ith  the N C D C , to develop  the  
N ational L ib rary  site by the p ro v isio n  o f  above  
ground  b u ild ings.’

M ean tim e the L ibrary had opened  a series o f  
subject specialist reading room s, n o tab lv  A N ST E L  
fo r science related m aterials and A N S O L  fo r Social 
Sciences. T he econom ic clim ate changed and also 
a later generation was less than happy w ith  the orig ­
inal co n c e p tio n  o f  the  o rig in a l b u ild in g  being  
flanked by ‘ P avilions’ on the lake and  T reasury  
sides. So that w hen by, m id 1 9 8 0  the p re lim in ary  
drav/ings fo r the extensions had been prepared  
these w ere fo r an extension below  p od iu m  level—  
7 0 0 0  square m etres o f  ad d itiona l space on tw o  
sides o f  the existing build ing.

These w o u ld  p rovide im proved  location  o f  the 
L ibrary ’s com p uter facilities and its staff, greatly  
enhanced facilities for conservation  and better read­
er accom m o d atio n  on the lo w er g ro u n d  floors.

Two Prime Ministers put their h ead s togeth er in the Friends' Lounge 
b e fo r e  the celebra tion  NLA Council dinner

These extensions w ere begun in 1 9 8 3  and finished  
in 1 9 8 6 . f he oral h istory  and sound preservation  
facilities w ere opened  by M r H ayden in N ovem ber 
1 9 8 9 . D u rin g  the bu ild ing  there w ere unforseen  
delays caused by the decision to rem ove asbestos 
from  the bu ild ing  and the fire.

M ost recently  w e have seen im p rovem en t o f  the  
foyer, change o f  location  for the shop (com pleted  
D ecem ber 1 9 8 9 ) , construction  o f  the cafe (D ecem ­
ber 1 9 9 0 ) , change to the entrance (rem oval o f  air 
lock), the visitors centre, exh ib ition  areas, and up­
grade to o th er areas o f  the bu ild ing  som e sim ply  
required  by passage o f  tim e, som e because o f  the 
fire. T he fire p reven tion  and recent m ajor bu ild ing  
w orks w ere largely funded  as new  policy  proposals.

A lo n g  the w a y  there have been som e n o tew o r­
th y  quotes, am ong them  one that m ust have been 
the w o rst piece o f  doggerel since M cG onegall. Its 
au th o r was S ir A  G ren fe ll Price (new ly-appoin ted  
C h airm an  o f  C o u n c il), w h o  early in the bu ild ing  
process w rote:

‘ O n th e  bank s o f  th e  l o v e ly  M o lo n g lo  
O u r L ib ra ry  is c o m in g  a lo n g lo .
B u t b a s em en ts  a n d  hu ts  a r e  h a rd ly  th e  g u t s  
F or a n  ep ic , a n  o d e  o r  a  son g lo . ’ ■

Yarrawonga S chool 
pupils busy  at the 
Online Public A ccess 
Catalogue in the 
Main Reading Room
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