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T he Tasm an ian  Pa rliam entary  Lib rary 
has grow n from a sm all co llec tion  of 
records in 1852 to a com prehensive  

reference and information service. The library 
is c en tra lly  situated on the ground floor of 
Pa rliam ent H ouse in Sa lam an ca  P la ce  and 
serves M em bers and staff of the House of As­
sem bly and the Legislative C ouncil. The Tas­
m anian  Pa rliam entary  L ib rary  is unusual 
am ong other Parliam entary libraries in that it 
also a llow s access by m embers of the public 
and the media. The library is a member of the 
Assoc ia tion  of Pa rliam entary  Librarians of 
Australasia, w ith  strong links to its counter­
parts in other states and overseas.

The Parliam entary library is jointly adm in­
istered by the Parliam ent and the Department 
of Education, Com m unity and Cultural D eve l­
opment. Parliam ent funds and oversees the li­
brary through a Jo int House Com m ittee w h ile  
the D epartm ent of Education , Com m un ity  
and Cultural D eve lopm ent administers staff­
ing and provides general professional o ve r­
sight through the State Library Reference and 
In form ation  Serv ices section . The lib rary is 
staffed by three librarians, three library tech ­
nicians, one adm inistrative assistant, and five 
researchers w ho  com prise the Parliam entary 
Research Service.

The library's co llection  is strongly-centred 
around legal texts and leg islation  from all 
A ustra lian  states, the U n ited  Kingdom  and 
N e w  Zea land . G enera! reference and infor­
mation on current affairs is also collected and 
a small recreational fiction collection is c ircu ­
lated through the public  lending services of 
the State Library of Tasm ania. O ve r 1000 se­
rial titles are m ainta ined. The most popular 
services provided by the library how ever are 
the press clipp ing  and m edia transcript serv­
ices and the current awareness serial article 
service. M em bers appreciate the im m ediacy 
of the c lassified  c lip p in g  se rv ice  w h ich  is 
processed daily.

N ew  e lectron ic  inform ation services re­
cen tly  developed  include a B ills register and

an Internet hom e page w h ich  gives M em bers 
access to current inform ation concern ing  the 
Parliament including com m ittee make-up and 
terms of reference, full-text d a ily  H a n s a rd ,  
V o te s  and P ro c e e d in g s ,  and b rief factual 
notes on the history of the Parliam ent and ex­
p lanations of som e of the id iosyncras ies of 
Parliam entary procedures and layout. In­
cluded are the mysteries of the m ace and the 
significance of the red and green carpets!

The library cata logue is now  a va ilab le  
through the Internet hom e page 
via the State Library Dynix system 
know n as TA LIS , the Tasm an ian  
Autom ated Library and In fo rm a­
tion System. The card catalogue is 
currently being converted. N orth ­
ern M em bers can  now  d ia l in 
from their o ffices to see w h a t is 
availab le.

Sue C ornish, lib ra ry  assistant, 
p repa res  th e  d a ily  pa pe rs  —  

th e  c lip p in gs  service is o n e  o f  
th e  m o s t p o p u la r  fe a tu res  o f  

th e  lib ra ry

The Library j  
collection is strong ly- 
centred around legal 
te x ts  and  Legislation

Tasm anian  Leg islation  is ex ­
pected to be a va ila b le  soon in 
e lectronic format on the Internet 
as developed by the Departm ent 
of Prem ier and Cab inet.

The Pa rliam entary  Research  
Service provides detailed briefings 
to members on current topics and 
also produces a series of research 
papers and statistics w h ich  com ­
plement or expand on some A B S  
publications. Staff are also as­
signed to work w ith  some of the 
major Parliam entary Com m ittees.

W ork ing  at the Parliam entary 
Library, one q u ick ly  becom es 
more aw are  of po litics  and cu r ­
rent affairs in general. Staff often 
find them selves u nconsc ious ly  
classifying the news as they read 
the paper on their days off!

The Internet address for the 
Tasm anian Parliam entary Library 
hom e ag 1 is at h ttp ://w w w . 
parii ii nt as.gov.au ■
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