
Your voice
An extraordinary event...
I w is h  to  re p o rt an e x tra o rd in a ry  
e ve n t: I a lm o s t had  t im e  to  read 
th e  e d ito r ia l in  last m o n th 's  
issue b y  A la n  B u n d y ...

T h e n  am  I o n e  o f  those  t im e - 
s tre tch ed  a ca d e m ics !1 N u d g e , 
n u d ge , w in k , w in k  —  te a c h in g  
has f in is h e d  fo r  th e  sem ester, 
eh? N o d , nod . W h a t a life  o f 
le isu re  is led in  those  m ys tica l 
iv o ry  to w e rs  b e tw e e n  b o u ts  o f 
p e d ag o g y !

It seem s th a t I fa ll in to  A la n 's  
s h r in k in g  ca te g o ry  o f ' l ib ra ry  
e d u c a to r ',  th a t I am  c lo se  to  
te rm in a l d ecay. I 'l l  be  even  
m o re  scarce  if  th e  fe d e ra l g o v ­
e rn m e n t co n tin u e s  to  s h r in k  
p o s t-s e co n d a ry  fu n d in g .

D e sp ite  m y  n e g le c t o f  th e m , 
a m a z in g ly  m a n y  o f m y  studen ts 
w o rk  ve ry  su cce ss fu lly  in  lib ra r ­
ies w h e n  th e y  g raduate . As to  
h o w  th a t c o u ld  p o ss ib ly  be, I 
ca n  o n ly  sp e cu la te  v e ry  absen t- 
m in d e d ly . G iv e  m e so m e  p o s t­
m o d e rn  space; I 'm  an 
a c a d e m ic , yo u  kn o w .

A n y w a y , as I say in haste, I 
a lm o s t h ad  t im e  to  read th a t 
e d ito r ia l. . .

. . .M y  pass ing  g lim p s e  o f the  
p re s id e n tia l d ik ta t w as a ch ie v e d  
th is  w e e k  in  p a ra lle l w ith  m a rk ­
in g  s ix ty - fo u r s tu d e n t ass ign­
m ents , in te rv ie w in g  te n ty -th re e  
s tu d e n ts  w h o  n e e de d  a d v ic e  on  
w e a k  assessm ent, a tte n d in g  
p la n n in g  m e e tin g s  e ve ry  day, 
w r i t in g  an a p p lic a t io n  fo r  a 
g ran t, t ry in g  to  f in is h  a f in a l d ra ft 
o f  a c o n fe re n c e  p a p e r d u e  last 
m o n th , c o -o rd in a t in g  p o s tg ra d u ­
ate research  o f  th ir ty -s ix  s tudents 
(ten o f  th e m  d ire c t ly  re la te d  to  
lib ra r ia n s h ip ) , m a rk in g  a thesis 
on  th e  im p a c t o f  C C T o n  p u b lic  
lib ra r ie s  in  V ic to r ia ,  a n d  p re p a r­
in g  s u b je c t c o n te n t a b o u t p ro ­
fe ss io n a l a n d  e th ic a l issues fo r  
a n o th e r o n e -h u n d re d -a n d - th ir ty -  
s ix s tuden ts  w h o  surge in  on  a 
n e w  w a v e  o f e n thu s ia sm  fro m  
overseas m o s tly , a ll fre sh ly  
eager in  o n e  m o n th 's  tim e .

S urprise  to  say, m y  o n ly  o th e r 
p e r ip h e ra l g la n c e  w as in  the

d ire c t io n  o f th e  fe d e ra l g o v e rn ­
m e n t's  M a y  b u d g e t a n d  
ch a n g e d  te r t ia ry  p o lic ie s . . .

it d e cre a se d  its u n iv e rs ity  fu n d ­
in g  in  rea l te rm s, a n d  lib e ra lis e d  
th e  ru les  o f e n try  fo r  fu ll- fe e  
p a y in g  studen ts. The  e n try  
s ta n d a rd s  fo r  s tu d y  a n d  th e  
re q u ire m e n ts  fo r  w o rk  v isas in  
A u s tra lia  a re  eased.

W h i le  E nglish  is a se c o n d  la n ­
guage, o b v io u s ly  m o n e y  a lso  
ta lks. O c c a s io n a lly  E ng lish - 
sp e a k in g  a c a d e m ic  s ta ff ha ve  
been k n o w n  to  lapse  in to  a ve ry  
lo w  le ve l o f  g u tte r lin g o  w h e n  
ca s tig a te d  a b o u t th e  q u a li ty  o f  
th e ir  g ra d u a te  o u tp u ts  b y  o m n is ­
c ie n t c o m m e n ta to rs .

. . .B y  c o m p a r is o n , to ss in g  o ff  an 
e d ito r ia l o r  tw o  in  E ng lish  fo r  
A u s tra lia n  p ro fe ss io n a l readers 
w o u ld  be  a d e lig h tfu l d o d d le .

I th in k  a d e spe ra te  s tu d e n t ju s t 
p e e p e d  d a rk ly  th ro u g h  m y  o ff ic e  
w in d o w .  I d id  b u t see h e r pass­
in g  b y . . .

Dr Graeme Johanson

The story of the star....
I to o  h a ve  o fte n  been asked 
w h a t  th e  's ta r' m eans and  
th a n k s  Ivan  fo r th e  response . It is 
in te re s tin g  to  no te  th a t Ivan 
c o m m e n ts  'th e  star has re ­
m a in e d  as a c ru c ia l and  e n d u r­
in g  s y m b o l. . . ' If th is  is th e  case, 
w h y  do e s it n o t a p p e a r a n y ­
w h e re  in  in C ite  e x c e p t fo r  th e  
re p ro d u c t io n  o f th e  w e b  page?

Di Booker, Adelaide, SA

Your voice
Y ou r le tters on any issue o f  
re levan ce to the library and  

inform ation se cto r are  
w elcom ed.

All letters should be addressed to the inCite 
editor and may be e-mailed to 
indte@alia.org.au, or faxed to 02 6282 2249, 
or posted to; Your voice, ALIA, PO BoxE441, 
Kingston ACT 2604. Please include your name 
and postal address with your letter or e-mail.
Letters will be accepted for publication until the 
18th of the month.

Now they 
can chat 

all they like 
in the 

library

S Y D N E Y  M E L B O U R N E  P E R T H B R I S B A N E  L O N D O N

pie stands for public internet and email. 

These distinctive red kiosks are the web 

equivalent of a public phone booth. 

For as little as $ i.oo, your patrons can get 

online and send and receive emails from 

anywhere in the world. In the process, 

they will be generating revenue for your 

library as you are able to share in the 

cash collected. And to get them started, 

we will give them their own free pie email 

address. All you do is find a spare square 

meter of space, pay for a telephone line 

and the kiosk installation and then share 

in the benefits. For a further taste of 

what pie can do for your library, 

call pieNETWORKS on 

1 8 0 0  6 8 o 8 8 8  or email 

in fo@ p ienetw orks.com  n e t w o r k s
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