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A u s t ra lia n s  h a v e  v o te d  fo r  a 
c o a l i t io n  g o v e rn m e n t  w ith  
c o n tro l o f the  H o u s e  o f R e p ­

re s e n ta t iv e s , a n d  a S e n a te  w h e r e  
th e  p o lic ie s  o f  th e  o p p o s it io n  p a r ­
t ie s  w i l l  h a v e  c o n s id e r a b le  in f lu ­
e n c e .

In the  N o v e m b e r  issue o f inC ite , 
w e  p u b l is h e d  a s u m m a ry  o f  th e  
v a r io u s  p a r ty  p o l ic ie s  w h ic h  a f ­
fe c te d  o u r  secto r, a s ta te m e n t fro m  
the  C o a lit io n  s p e c if ic a l ly  ad d ress in g  
th e ir  p r io r it ie s  in e d u c a t io n  a n d  in ­
fo rm a tio n  a ccess  and  o u r  o w n  b lu e ­
p r in t fo r a d v a n c in g  th e  in fo rm a tio n  
n ee d s  o f o u r  c o m m u n ity ,  C o n n e c t­
ing  A u stra lian s. D e ta i le d  re sp o n ses  
w e re  no t r e c e iv e d  from  the  A u s tra l­
ian  L a b o r  P a r ty  a n d  A u s t r a l ia n  
D e m o c ra ts . T h e  G re e n s  w e r e  s u p ­
p o r t iv e  o f o u r  p o lic y  a im s .

T h e  p o s t- B u d g e t 2001 n e w s  
c o m in g  o u t o f the  g o v e rn m e n t  d e ­
p a r tm e n ts  w e  w o rk  w ith  w a s  th a t  
th e re  w a s  'n o  m o n e y '- fo r p ro g ram s . 
W h e r e  su rp lu s  b u d g e t fu n d s  w e r e  
b e in g  d ir e c te d  b e c a m e  e v id e n t  in 
th e  lead  up  to a n d  d u r in g  th e  e le c ­
t io n  c a m p a ig n . T h e  c o m p e t it io n  for 
fu n d s  a n d  p ro g ram  su p p o rt w i l l  b e  
s tro n g  o v e r  th e  n ex t e ig h te e n  
m o n th s  as th e  g o v e rn m e n t  m ee ts  
th e  f in a n c ia l  co s ts  o f  its c o m m it ­
m e n ts  to  b o rd e r  p ro te c t io n  a n d  
m ilita ry  support to  th e  U n ite d  States 
o f  A m e r ic a .  T h e  n ex t e ig h te e n  
m o n ths  w i l l  a lso  re vea l w h e th e r  this 
th ird  te rm  g o v e rn m e n t  has a p o lic y  
re fo rm  a g e n d a , th o u g h  it is a sa fe  
bet that re m o v in g  the  G S T  on  books 
an d  seria ls  w ill  not be  part o f it. O u r  
task  is n o w  to see  h o w  w e  c a n  a d ­
v a n c e  the  p r io r it ie s  o f C o n n e ctin g  
A u stra lian s  in th e  n e w  P a r lia m e n t , 
a g a in s t  th e  w id e r  e n v ir o n m e n t  o f 
e c o n o m ic  u n c e r ta in ty  a n d  in te rn a ­
t io n a l in s e cu r ity .

T o  ta k e  o n e  e x a m p le , a ll o f us 
w is h  to b ridg e  the  d ig ita l d iv id e  and  
th e  g o v e rn m e n t  has ta rg e te d  ru ra l 
a n d  re m o te  a re a s  fo r  s p e c ia l  
re so u rc ing , in c lu d in g  the  ex p an s io n  
o f p u b l ic  l ib ra ry  in te rn e t  a c c e s s  in 
tho se  areas. H o w e v e r ,  in o u r  p o lic y

d o c u m e n t , w e  n o te  th e  u rb an  A u s ­
t ra lia n s  w h o  a re  a ls o  s tru g g lin g  to  
a c c e s s  q u a lity , up-to-date in fo rm a ­
t io n  se rv ice s . W e  a c k n o w le d g e  the  
C o a l i t io n 's  c o m m itm e n t  to  
re so u rc in g  p u b lic  lib ra r ie s  as part o f 
th e ir  'b r id g in g  th e  d iv id e ' s tra teg y , 
a n d  w e  w i l l  w o rk  fo r s p e c if ic  g ran t 
fu n d in g  to  e s ta b lis h  th e  p u b l ic  l i ­
b ra ry  as the fo ca l c o m m u n ity  a ccess  
p o in t  fo r p u b l ic ly  a v a i la b le  e l e c ­
t ro n ic  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  g o v e rn m e n t  
in te ra c t iv e  e le c t ro n ic  re so u rce s .

Eq u ita b le  p r ic in g  o f t e le c o m m u ­
n ic a t io n s  se rv ice s , re lia b le  c o n n e c ­
t io n s  a n d  a d e q u a te  b a n d w id th  a re  
e s sen tia l to  the  n ee d s  a n d  in terests 
o f a ll A u s tra lia n s  in th e  in fo rm a tio n  
s o c ie ty .  In w h a t  p ro m is e s  to  b e  a 
s tim u la tin g  d eb a te  on  T3, th e  sa le  o f 
th e  th ird  t ra n c h e  o f T e ls tra  sh a res , 
the  g o ve rn m en t an d  o p p o s it io n  p a r ­
ties w ill  revea l w h a t  th e y  co n s id e r  to 
b e  a c c e p ta b le  le v e ls  o f s e rv ic e  a n d  
p e rfo rm an ce , p a r t ic u la r ly  in rural a r ­
eas.

O n e  o f the  n eed s  o f  g o v e rn m e n t  
to  im p ro v e  d e c is io n - m a k in g  a n d  
p o l ic y  se tting  re le v a n t  to  o u r  s e c to r 
is o n g o in g  s ta tis tica l se rie s  in fo rm a ­
tion . R e cu rren t fu n d in g  for sta tistica l 
in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t the  use of, a c ce s s  
to  an d  gaps in in fo rm a tio n  s e rv ic e s  
is essen tia l an d  w e  h a v e  c o m m itte d  
o u rse lve s  to w o rk  fo r re cu rre n t  g o v ­
e rn m e n t  fu n d in g  fo r  th a t in fo rm a ­
t io n .

T h e  fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t  has 
p ro m ise d  fu n d in g  fo r a g lo b a l s u m ­
m it o f o n lin e  e d u c a t io n  an d  tra in in g  
n e tw o rk s  e a r ly  next y e a r  a n d  w e  in ­
ten d  to p ro m o te  the  p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f 
o u r  secto r.

T h e  re v ie w  o f c o p y r ig h t  le g is la ­
tion  is o n g o in g  but a p a rticu la r  fo cus 
on  the  d ig ita l e n v iro n m e n t  is a n t ic i ­
p a te d  in the  s e c o n d  h a lf  o f  2 0 0 2 . 
O n e  o f th e  k ey  issues is a p u sh  b y  
rights ho ld e rs  to h a v e  a d e f in it io n  o f 
'l ib r a r y ' in c lu d e d  to  c o v e r  l ib ra r ie s  
in fo r p ro fit  o rg a n is a t io n s  a n d  
th e re b y  e x c lu d e  th em  fro m  c u rre n t  
c o p y r ig h t  e x e m p tio n s . W e  w i l l  b e

w o rk in g  w ith  m e m b e rs  d u r in g  n ex t 
y e a r  to  c o l le c t  e v id e n c e  to  su p p o rt 
o u r a rg u m e n ts  a g a in s t su ch  a m o v e  
a n d  to illu s tra te  th e  im p a c t  th e  re ­
m o va l o f the  ex e m p tio n  w o u ld  h a v e  
on  a c c e s s  to  in fo rm a t io n  in th e  
w h o le  o f o u r  se c to r, no t just in fo r 
p ro fit o g a n isa t io n s .

It is a lso  ex p ec ted  that leg is la tion  
c o v e r in g  th e  re g u la t io n  o f  o n l in e  
s e rv ic e s  at the  fe d e ra l le ve l w i l l  b e  
re v ie w e d  in la te  2 0 0 2 . T h e  k ey  task  
fo r o u r  se c to r  in p re p a ra t io n  fo r the  
r e v ie w  is to  c o l le c t  e v id e n c e  on  
p u b lic  a ccess  to  the  internet, th e  use 
o f filters  a n d  use r c o m p la in ts  a b o u t  
o n lin e  c o n te n t. O u r  IC T  p o l ic y  o f ­
f ic e r  M ic h e l le  B a ird  u n d e r to o k  a 
p r e l im in a r y  s u r v e y  at th e  re c e n t  
A L IA  P u b l ic  L ib ra r ie s  C o n fe r e n c e  
a n d  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t in g  a m o re  
c o m p r e h e n s iv e  s u rv e y  e a r ly  n ex t 
y e a r . W e  a re  a ls o  m o n ito r in g  a n d  
re sp o n d in g  to sta te  leg is la t io n  p ic k ­
ing  up  on  th e  fe d e ra l le g is la t io n  on  
reg u la tio n  o f o n lin e  se rv ice s  starting  
to  f lo w  th ro u g h  —  S o u th  A u s tra l ia  
an d  N e w  So u th  W a le s  a re  c u r re n t ly  
u n d e r  c o n s id e ra t io n  —  w ith  so m e  
c o n c e r n  a b o u t  th e  r e s t r ic t iv e  a p ­
p ro a ch  b e in g  tak en .

A n  issue w e  w i l l  b e  c lo s e ly  lo o k ­
ing  o u t fo r is a n y  m o v e  by  th e  fe d ­
e ra l g o v e rn m e n t  to  in t ro d u c e  leg is ­
la tion  a lo n g  the  lin es  o f the  re ce n t ly  
in t ro d u c e d  U n it e d  S ta te s  fe d e ra l 
g o v e rn m e n t anti-terro rist leg is la tio n . 
S u ch  leg is la tion  has se rious im p lic a ­
t io n s  fo r c iv i l  lib e r tie s  a n d  fre e d o m  
o f a cc e s s  to  in fo rm a tio n . It a ls o  im ­
p lic a te s  l ib ra r ie s , a r c h iv e s  a n d  
b o o k s h o p s  in p r o v id in g  a c c e s s  to  
reco rds and  in d iv id u a l's  deta ils . Fu r­
th e r  in fo rm a t io n  c a n  b e  fo u n d  at 
h t t p : / / w w w . a l a . o r g / w a s h o f f /  
te rro r ism .p d f.

[T h e  A s s o c ia t io n 's  s ta te m e n t  
C o n n e c tin g  A u s tra lia n s  w a s  p u b ­
lish e d  in th e  N o v e m b e r  2001 issue 
o f  in C ite  a n d  is a v a i la b le  on  o u r  
w e b s ite  a t h t tp :/ / w w w .a lia .o rg .a u /  
i n c i t e / 2 0 0 1 / 1  1 / c o n n e c t i n g .  
a u s tra lia n s .h tm l]. ■
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