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ern Territory News promoting library and inform ation w eek 
2001. A banner was also displayed on the h ighway in Darw in. 
Local identity Tom Pauling launched the week on a short A BC  
com m unity broadcast on television.

The A L IA  NT Awards were also announced during Library 
and Information W eek . Special guest Anne Lipow  (director and 
founder of Library Solutions Institute and Press, in the United 
States), presented this years awards:

• NT Library and Information W orker Librarian/Library Techni- 
cian/Library Assistant of the Year: Gaynor Lovett of the North­
ern Territory Library.

• NT Library and Information Comm unity Award: G iselle Pryor 
of the NT O pen Education Library, Darw in, NT.

• NT Organisational Innovation Award: Electronic Resources 
Project, Northern Territory Library, D arw in, NT.

• NT University Most Outstanding Student in the D ip lom a of 
Library and Information Studies Award: Roger Coutts.

Three groups arose out of the A L IA  restructure: L IW N T : 
Library and Inform ation W orkers of the NT; LATTe: Library 
Assistants and Technicians in the Territory; and C A R G : Central 
Australian Regional Group.

A copyright seminar presented by N ick Smith of the Austral­
ian Digital A lliance focused on the new Digital Agenda Bill. The 
seminar proved to be of great interest and was attended by ap­
proximately fifty people.

Group meetings coincided with visits to three libraries: Ter­
ritory Health Services Library, M ines and Energy Library and the 
Joint-Use Tam inm in Com m unity and High School Library.

R u th  Q u in n ,  L I W N T  c o n v e n o r
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Keeping health information 
professionals up-to-date...
ALIA Queensland Health Libraries [http://groups.alia.org.au/healthqld/]

The A L IA  Q ueens land  H ealth  Libraries group held a num ber 
of activ ities during 2001. In Ju ly  the group hosted a presen­
tation  that o u tlin ed  pro jects of the U n iv e rs ity  of Q u e e n s ­
land 's  C en tre  for O n lin e  H ea lth . There  w as a live  
dem onstration of the e-healthcare portal being developed  by 
the C entre. D iscuss ion  on the scope, se lection  standards, 
techn o lo g y  and ongo ing  m anagem en t issues of the portal 
w e re  also covered . The session w as a va ilab le  rem otely v ia  
te leconference and w as fo llow ed  by a d inner for participants.

The group partic ipated  in a sem inar, Conference capers, 
held on 4 Septem ber and organised as part of the A L IA  C P D  
series, to discuss papers presented at the recent A L IA  Specia l, 
H ealth  and Law  Libraries C on fe rence  in M elbourne .

An  all-day w o rksh o p , Evidence-based p ractice  skills 
(EBP ), w as held on 5 D ecem ber, at Princess A lexandra H os­
pital. The workshop w as intended for information profession­
als and educators (in clud ing  those in pre-vocational training) 
in the hea lthcare  industry. Partic ipants learned to focus an 
E B P  question  using the P IC O  m ethod, the basics of study 
design and statistical methods in health sciences research (by 
D r M irand a  M ortlock , statisician) and critica l appraisal skills 
for random ised con tro lled  trials. ►
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The group has p lans for ano ther ev idence-based  
h ea lth care  sem inar for e a r ly  next year. Th is sem inar w ill 
focus on ad vanced  skills such as the use of filters for find ing 
evidence-based inform ation and w ill cove r sources such as 
CATs, Poem s, Sum search, and the T R IP  database.

W ith  p rior no tifica tion  the group w ill p ro v id e  
v id eocon ferenc ing  of sessions on request for those w ork ing  
outside the Brisbane area.

J a n ic e  M ic h e l ,  c o n v e n o r ,  A L IA  Q u e e n s la n d  H e a l th  L ib r a r ie s

Support and networking...
ALIA Queensland Library Technicians [http://groups.alia.org.au/libtqld/]

The ALIA  Queensland Library Technicians group has had a busy 
year and has been successful in ach ieving their purpose and 
goals for 2001.

Support and networking opportunities included the annual 
dinner in June, National Library Technicians D ay celebrations 
with a breakfast and an after work drinks gathering in M ay, and 
an upcoming Christmas break-up in the form of a 'Texmas time' 
breakfast.

Learning, information and discussion activities have taken 
p lace at our general meetings in April, Ju ly, Septem ber and 
Novem ber. W e  visited the Jam es Hardie Library of Australian 
Fine Arts and the Toow ong Library for a hands-on look at e- 
books. A 'conference capers' evening allowed members to share 
the experience of attending, preparing and delivering a paper, 
and participating in conference activities in Hobart, and an in­
teractive 'Marketing your library' evening completed the year's 
activities. Each event was w ell supported by members.

The group has also active ly promoted the benefits of A LIA  
membership. W e  began the year with a meeting in February to 
discuss the restructuring of A L IA  with Board of Directors mem ­
ber, Naida Tattersall. Comm ittee members have also visited li­
brary technician students at Southhank TAFE to promote A LIA  
membership and its benefits. A letter to students promoting ALIA  
membership and the Queensland Library Technicians Group a c ­
tivities was sent in Novem ber.

The award of the Queensland Library Technician of the Year 
(Recent Graduate) to M ichelle  A lcock from Q M L  Libraries, Bris­
bane recognised excellence w ithin the profession.

M a r ia n  M o y le ,  c o n v e n o r ,  A L IA  Q u e e n s la n d  L ib r a r y  T e c h n ic ia n s

Funds raised help a new graduate
ALIA SEQ Publics [http://www.alia.org.au/groups/pubseqld/]

Funds raised at activities held by the A L IA  S EQ  Publics group 
this year w e re  used to send a final-year lib rary and in fo rm a­
tion studies student to the A L IA  Pu b lic  L ib raries N a tio n a l 
C on fe rence  in M elbourne .

To select the lucky student, the group held an essay co m ­
petition. V e ro n ica  Lunn, o f Lunn Consulting, k ind ly  agreed 
to judge the entries that addressed the top ic of the future of 
p ub lic  libraries. The com petition  of w as open to final year 
students and new  graduates of library and inform ation stud­
ies. The w inner, D an ie l M cD o n a ld  w ill share his thoughts on 
the con ference at the group 's end of year socia l function.

A t our first function , the m u lled  w in e  w as as m uch 
ap p rec ia ted  as the p ractica l retail strategies for lib raries 
presented by international retail consultant, John  Stanely.

O u r  biggest success of the year w as the in fo rm ation  
even in g  —  K ick start your career —  d raw in g  a c ro w d  of 
m ore than sixty peop le . The a u d ien ce  w as  eager to hear 
D e ird re  G ibb , of O n e  U m b re lla , reveal w h a t em p loyers in 
the lib ra ry  and in fo rm ation  sector are look ing  for. 
Inform ation on mentoring and the B C C  recru itm ent program 
w as also presented.

W e  extended our aud ience  beyond  p u b lic  libraries w ith  
ou r sem inar M anaging organisational po litics. O u r  guest 
speakers, Jude  M unro  (ch ie f execu tive  officer, B risbane C ity 
C o un c il), C o u n c illo r  Paul P isasa le  (deputy m ayor, Ipsw ich  
C ity  C o u n c il) and Jan e  C o w e ll (ch ie f lib rarian , C aboo ltu re  
Sh ire C o u n c il) each provided  a different perspective on o r­
gan isational politics in local governm ent.

A L IA  president, Dr A lan  Bundy jo ined  us to for our sem i­
nar on advo ca tin g  for lib raries and the profession. Tak ing  
A la n 's  paper 'B e tte r lib raries just w o n 't  h a p p e n ... ' as our 
them e, the sem inar w as called  M aking better libraries hap­
pen. Janette  W rig h t, m anag ing  d irecto r o f R o w e co m  A us­
tralia, also spoke, sharing her experience of cam paign ing  for 
increased support and funding for techno logy  infrastructure 
in p ub lic  libraries.

W e  thank the num erous p eo p le  w h o  g en e rous ly  gave 
their tim e to speak at our functions.

S h e ry l  B o lin ,  s e c re ta ry ,  A L IA  S E Q  P u b lic s

A year of transformation...
TropicALIA [http://groups.alia.org.au/tropicalia/]

It seems change is the on ly  constant and it has been a busy 
year for the 'o ld ' North Q ueens land  D iv is io n  of A L IA  as it 
transforms itself into the n ew ly  form ed T ro p icA L IA  group.

The n ew  group is n ow  up and running w ith  slightly  d if­
ferent boundaries and o b jectives than the prev ious group. 
O v e r  the last tw e lve  m onths w e  have  been in v o lve d  in a 
num ber of activities, and have seen our role as prim arily  pro­
m oting and facilitating activities, rather than as a p rovider of 
C P D .

As a small group in a regional area, w e  w ork  w ith  ail sec­
tors of the library and inform ation services industry. W e  be­
gan the yea r 's  activ it ie s  w ith  a ve ry  successfu l 'm ee t and 
greet', and intend to hold a s im ilar activ ity  at the beginning 
of 2002. W e  assisted in p u b lic ity  and sponsorsh ip  o f the 
C h ild ren 's Literature Festival d inner held by the local branch 
of the C h ild ren 's  Book  C ouncil in T o w n sv ille , w h ich  w as a 
great opportun ity for m em bers to m eet w ith  som e notab le 
authors w h o  w ere in tow n for the Book Bizarre. The Inform a­
tion Sp ec ia lis ts ' session w ith  Erica  M a x w e ll and an A IM A  
w orkshop  on V irtual Reference held at Jam es C ook U n iv e r ­
sity w e re  w e ll attended and T ro p icA L IA  assisted w ith  a lert­
ing lib rary workers to these events.

W e  feel that it is an im portant role for us to ensure that 
C P D  opportunities com e to our region, and that members are 
m ade aw are of events that they might iike to attend. W e  hope 
to co n tin u e  w ith  this pattern into next year, and link our 
mem bers w ith  as m any professional deve lopm ent and social 
functions as w e  can. An end-of-year d inner on 14 N o ve m ­
ber w ill round off this year's activities, w ith  p lann ing for next 
year w e ll under w ay.

C h r is  B e n d le , c o n v e n o r ,  T r o p ic A L IA
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