
Mediterranean 
virtual library
IFLA and UNESCO join forces in the 
Mediterranean region

A n ambitious program is under way in 
Europe which should pave the way for 
accessibility to the catalogues of Medi­

terranean libraries through a central gateway.

IFLA has signed a contract with UNESCO, as 
part of the MEDLIB program, aiming to establish 
a virtual library for the Mediterranean region.

Initially, IFLA will conduct a survey of 
catalogues of Mediterranean libraries avail­
able on the internet.

Sjoerd Koopman, IFLA's co-ordinator of 
professional activities, welcomed the initia­
tive, commenting that 'it will eventually en­
able a large group of our colleagues in the 
Mediterranean area —  including of course 
an important part of the professionals and 
end users in the Arab world —  to benefit 
from electronic means of communication'.

The survey will be undertaken by the 
IFLA Office for Universal Availability of Pub­
lications at Boston Spa, UK. The results 
should be available during May 2001. ■

IFLA 2003 patron
German Federal President agrees to 
become patron to 2003 IFLA Conference

A  bookseller for nearly 20 years, with 
an interest in the promotion of read­
ing, Germany's Federal President 

Johannes Rau has agreed to be patron to the 
69th General Conference of IFLA, to be held 
in 2003 in Berlin.

IFLA Executive Board member, Claudia 
Lux, said: 'IFLA is proud that Germany's 
President has honoured us with his patronage 
for our conference. It demonstrates the im­
portance of the role of libraries in the knowl­
edge age.'

The decision to have the conference in 
Berlin was taken by IFLA's Executive Board 
after an invitation from Berlin's mayor, 
Eberhard Diepgen.

Over 3500 librarians and information 
professionals from all parts of the world are 
expected to gather in Berlin for the 69th an­
nual conference, to be held 1-9 August 
2003.

IFLA conferences in 2001 and 2002 will be 
held in Boston and Glasgow respectively. ■

Safeguarding African documentary 
heritage
UNESCO and IFLA organise workshop in Cape Town
Within the framework of UNESCO's 'Memory of the World' program and the Slave Trade 
Archives Project, a five-day workshop 'Safeguarding the African Documentary Heritage' 
will be held 26 February —  2 March 2001 in Cape Town, South Africa.

Intended for archivists and librarians with managerial responsibility for preservation, 
the workshop will include presentations by experts from Europe and South Africa, cov­
ering topics such as standards and best practices with regard to preservation, reformatting 
and digitisation.

Sjoerd Koopman, IFLA's co-ordinator of Professional Activities, commented: 
'UN ESCO  provides a number of African archives and libraries with another excellent 
opportunity to update their knowledge of best practices for safeguarding their rich na­
tional heritage'. ■
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Branch, ph 02 9906 6000,
jojo1@ozemail.com.au. Further details at: 
http://www.alia.org.au/branches/nsw/

23/3 Advanced internet research 
skills. University of New South Wales, 
School of Information Systems, Technology 
and Management. Contact: Maureen Hen- 
ninger, ph 02 9385 7128, fx 02 9662 
4061, M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au URL 
http://www.silas.unsw.edu.au/silas/ 
conted.htm

30/3 The invisible web: databases on 
the web. University of New South Wales, 
School of Information Systems, Technology 
and Management. Contact: Maureen Hen- 
ninger, ph 02 9385 7128, fx 02 9662 
4061, M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au URL 
http://www.silas.unsw.edu.au/silas/ 
conted.htm

6/4 Competitive intelligence and in­
ternet resources. University of New 
South Wales, School of Information Sys­
tems, Technology and Management. Con­
tact: Maureen Henninger, ph 02 9385 
7128, fx 02 9662 4061,
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au URL http:// 
www.silas.unsw.edu.au/silas/conted.htm 

4/5 Synonyms & taxonomies: thesau­
rus design for information architects 
University of New South Wales, School of 
Information Systems, Technology and 
Management. Contact: Maureen Hennin­
ger, ph 02 9385 7128, fx 02 9662 4061, 
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au URL http:// 
www.silas.unsw.edu.au/silas/conted.htm

11/5 Searching the National Library 
of Medicine's PubMed University of 
New South Wales, School of Information 
Systems, Technology and Management. 
Contact: Maureen Henninger, ph 02 9385 
7128, fx 02 9662 4061,
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au URL http:// 
www.silas.unsw.edu.au/silas/conted.htm

18/5 Internet research skills for med­
ical and health information. University 
of New South Wales, School of Information 
Systems, Technology and Management. 
Contact: Maureen Henninger, ph 02 9385 
7128, fx 02 9662 4061,
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au URL http:// 
www.silas.unsw.edu.au/silas/conted.htm

25/5 Analysing, abstracting and in­
dexing documents for databases. Uni­
versity of New South Wales, School of In­
formation Systems, Technology and Man­
agement. Contact: Maureen Henninger, ph 
02 9385 7128, fx 02 9662 4061, 
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au URL http:// 
www.silas.unsw.edu.au/silas/conted.htm

29/6-20/7 Indexing workshop (4 
days). 29/6, 6/6, 13/9, 20/6. University of 
New South Wales, School of Information 
Systems, Technology and Management. 
Contact: Maureen Henninger, ph 02 9385 
7128, fx 02 9662 4061,
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au URL http:// 
www.silas.unsw.edu.au/silas/conted.htm

Q L D
23/3 QUT. Kinetica Document Delivery 
training (hands-on). QUTLibrary, Gardens 
Point Campus, Room V720, 9-4. Cost: 
$195 +GST (lunch/manual included). Con­
tact: Chris Davies, ph 07 3864 1821, en­
rolment forms available at http:// 
wwwlib.qut.edu.au/info/about/kinetica

• 4/4 Qld OPALs. Breakfast or lunch. 
Hopgood Ganim, Lawyers, 3rd level, 141

continued next page...
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