
International Children s 
Book Day, 2 April
I nternational Ch ild ren 's Book D ay  is a 

w o rld w id e  event organised each year 
by the In ternational Board  of Books 

for Young Peop le —  IB B Y  —  an organi­
sation consisting of som e sixty national 
m em bers. In A ustra lia , the national 
m em ber is A L IA .

Celebrated  on 2 April, the birthdate 
of the master storyteller H ans Christian 
Andersen, the day aim s to call attention 
to books for children and young people 
and to inspire a love of reading.

Each of the sixty national mem bers 
has the opportun ity of sponsoring this 
special day, w ith  a message printed for 
all ch ild ren , usually  in the four o ffic ia l 
languages of IB B Y  —  English, French, 
G e rm an  and Span ish  —  w ritten  by a 
w e ll-know n  national ch ild ren 's  author 
as w e ll as a poster designed by an out­
standing illustrator of ch ild ren 's  books. 
In add ition , the sponsoring  nationa l 
m em ber m ay suggest a variety  of inno ­
va t iv e  ac tiv it ie s  to be carried  out in 
schoo ls  and lib raries. The message, 
poster and crea tive  ideas for book pro­
m otion  are d istributed  to a ll nationa l 
mem bers.

A L IA , the A ustra lian  m em ber, has 
sponsored this special day on tw o  o c ­
casions —  in 1978, and again in 1 988. 
The first occasion  w as financed  by the 
Literature Board  of the Australia  C o u n ­
c il, as a precursor to the 1979 In terna­
tional Y ear of the C h ild . The message 
w as w ritten by C o lin  Th ie le , the d istin ­
gu ished  and m uch- loved  w rite r of 
books for young  p eop le  w h ose  p rize ­
w inn ing  book Storm Boy  w as hailed  a 
'c la s s ic ' by the London  Times and  as

T he International Federation of 
Library Associations (IFLA ) has 
introduced a new  special category 

of membership for students. This category 
provides the opportunity for students who 
are interested in issues facing the interna­
tional library and information com munity 
to rece ive the latest information and to 
support the activities and ob jectives of 
the Federation.

The student affiliate benefits include: 
a subscription to the IFLA  Journal; free 
registration in one of IFLA 's 35 profes­
sional sections; a d iscount on the pur­
chase of publications; and a standard

'o n e  of the most b eau tifu lly  w ritten  
books by an A ustra lian  au thor'. The 
poster w as designed by Robert Ingpen, 
the outstanding Australian artist and il­
lustrator w ho  illustrated Storm Boy  and 
w hose  works and murals hang in some 
of A ustra lia 's  m ajor buildings. For the 
poster he used a m agn ificen t illu s tra ­
tion of 'S to rm  B o y ' show ing  the boy 
w ith  his b e lo ved  p e lican , the ir eyes 
glued to a book.

The second time was financed by the 
B icen tenn ia l Authority as one of its 
projects for children in our bicentennial 
year. The hauntingly beautiful message, 
'The M ag ic Carpet' was written by Patri­
cia  W rightson , a Hans Christian A n ­
dersen gold medallist. The poster was 
again designed by Robert Ingpen, also a 
Hans Christian Andersen gold medallist, 
w ho  used an illustration from his delight­
ful children 's book The Idle Bear.

O ther countries w h ich  have spon­
sored International Children's Book D ay 
inc lude G reat Britain, U SA , Canada, 
France, G erm any, Austria, Japan, D en ­
mark, Sw eden , G reece, G hana, Brazil, 
Poland, Iran, Italy and the then C zecho ­
slovakia. All m em ber countries work to 
carry out the aim s and ideals of IB BY , 
w h ich  include international understand­
ing through books for young people, the 
opportunity to have access to books with 
high literary and artistic standards, to 
stimulate research and scholarly works in 
the field of ch ild ren 's  literature and to 
eradicate illiteracy.

The sponsor coun try  for In tern a ­
tional C h ild ren 's  Book  D ay  this year is 
Hungary. ■

member discount on registration fees for 
the Annual General Conference.

The offer is open to students in fu ll­
time or part-time education , and is be­
ing run on a four-year trial basis to de­
term ine the level of interest in student 
invo lvem en t in the Federation . A p p li­
cations must be accom pan ied  by proof 
of student registration, in the form of a 
photocopy of either an institution stu­
dent card  or an In ternational Student 
Identity Card.

For further information, and app lica ­
tion details, contact the m em bership 
manager, membership@ifla.org. ■

Perspex Computer 
Security Cases

2l_

Unique to Microlink. Tailor 
made to fit any computer. 
Strong perspex can support 
17” monitor. Lockable flap 
to prevent access to disk 
drives and buttons. Reduces 
d i r t  i n g r e s s  a n d  
contamination.

Under $200, inc GST.

Microlink Computer Centre
www.microlinkcc.com.au 

Enquiries@microlinkcc.com.au 
Ph: (03) 9379 6808 Fax: (03) 9379 5801

Libraric^^_

The practitioners 
consortium - an
independent Australian 
consulting com pany  
creating library services

for the 21st century.
Verve and zest in
information management? 

For details please contact

Ian McCallnm 
Sherrey Quinn
on (02) 6257 9177 or email at 
ian. mccallum@alianet. aha. org. au

IFLA offers students 
affiliate membership
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