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Th e  des t ruc t ion  of th e  library at  M o u n t  S trom lo  in the  C an b e r ra  
bu sh f i re s  o n  18  Jan u a ry  2 0 0 3  h a s  b r o u g h t  to  o u r  a t t e n t io n  
—  o n c e  a g a in  —  th e  v u ln e ra b i l i ty  o f  s ign if ican t  par ts  o f  o u r  
cu l tura l  her itage.  Even m o re  recently,  t h e  te lev is ion  co v e ra g e  of the  

lo o t ing  o f  l ibraries ,  a r ch iv es  a n d  m u s e u m s  in Iraq has  re in fo rce d  
this vu lnerab i l i ty  a n d  has  forcibly  b ro u g h t  to  o u r  a t ten t ion  th e  n e e d  
to  s u p p o r t  efforts  to  p r e s e rv e  i m p o r t a n t  d o c u m e n t a r y  h e r i t a g e .  
(D o c u m e n ta ry  her i tage  is de f in e d  as  i tems tha t  a re  m o v e a b le ,  m a d e  
u p  o f  s ig n s /c o d e s ,  s o u n d s  a n d / o r  im ag es ,  p r e s e rv a b le ,  r e p r o d u c ­
ib le  a n d  m ig ra tab le ,  a n d  th e  p r o d u c t  o f  a d e l ib e r a t e  d o c u m e n t i n g  
p ro c e s s .  It in c lu d e s  all o f  th e  k in d s  of m a te r ia l  fo u n d  in l ib rar ies  
a n d  arch ives ,  i n c lu d in g  in fo rm a t io n  in digita l  form.)

The A ustra lian  M e m o r y  of t h e  W o r ld  P rogram  a im s  to  h e ig h ten  
a w a r e n e s s  of t h e s e  i ssues by  e s ta b l i s h in g  a n d  m a in ta in in g  th e  A u s ­
t ral ian  Memory o f the World Register  (see h t tp : / /w w w .a m w .o rg .a u ). 
This  re g is te r  wil l  a l s o  i n c l u d e  a  s e c t i o n  a b o u t  lost a n d  m iss in g  
her i tage .

In Austra lia ,  as  in eve ry  o th e r  coun try ,  s ign if ican t  par ts  o f  o u r  
d o c u m e n ta r y  h e r i tage  h a v e  b e e n  lost o r  a r e  miss ing .  It is im p o r ta n t  
to  r e c o rd  w h a t  d o c u m e n ta r y  h e r i ta g e  is k n o w n  to  b e  lost a n d  w h a t  
is m iss ing  b e c a u s e ,  in th e  w o r d s  of A lan  H ow e l l :

. ..developing a public record of this now inaccessible heritage 
is a crucial means of placing the M em ory  of the  W orld  Program 
in context, and is a precursor to the possibility of virtual recon­
struction of lost and dispersed memory, it adds both urgency 
and perspective to the challenges of identifying and protect­
ing the surviving heritage, (http://members.ozemail.com.au/ 
~aghowell/mow/amow_wrd. doc)

Lost h e r i t a g e  is m a te r ia l  t h a t  is k n o w n  to  n o  lo n g e r  su rv ive  —  
its d e c a y  o r  d e s t ru c t io n  is re l iab ly  d o c u m e n t e d  o r  c a n  b e  re liab ly  
a s s u m e d .  Missing h er i tage  is m ater ia l  w h o s e  cu r ren t  w h e r e a b o u ts  is 
u n k n o w n ,  bu t  w h o s e  loss c a n n o t  b e  co n f i rm e d  o r  re liably  a s s u m ed .  
This m ate r ia l  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  e l ig ib le  for in c lu s io n  in th e  register  
if it h a d  s u rv iv e d  o r  w a s  a c c e s s i b l e .  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  d i ff icu l t ie s  
in r e c o r d i n g  m a te r ia l  th a t  is n o t  a v a i l a b le  to  b e  e x a m i n e d .  For 
in s ta n ce ,  p r e c i s e  d e s c r ip t io n  is un l ike ly  to  b e  p oss ib le ,  so  o n ly  a 
g e n e ra l  d e s c r ip t io n  m a y  b e  th e  b e s t  w e  c a n  do .

Ross H a rv e y  a n d  A n n e  Lloyd h a v e  a g r e e d  to  c o m p i l e  a list of  
Austra lia 's  lost a n d  m iss ing  d o c u m e n ta r y  h e r i tage  for th e  Austra lian 
Memory o f the World p ro je c t .  A n n e  a n d  Ross  a r e  b a s e d  in th e  
S ch o o l  o f  in fo rm a t io n  S tud ies  a t  C h a r l e s  Sturt University ,  W a g g a  
W a g g a .  W e  a r e  c o n d u c t i n g  a p r e l i m i n a r y  in fo rm a l  s u rv e y  to  
identify  s o m e  s tar t ing  po in ts .  W e  a r e  very  in te re s te d  in re ce iv in g  
y o u r  re s p o n s e s  to  th e s e  ques t io n s :
1 C a n  you  tell us a b o u t  an y  c o l l e c t io n s  o r  i tem s th a t  you  th ink  fit 

in to  th e  de f in i t ion  o f  lost o r  m iss ing  d o c u m e n t a r y  h e r i ta g e  of 
national s ig n if icanc e?

2 C a n  y ou  s ugges t  a n y o n e  e lse  w e  s h o u ld  c o n ta c t?

D e f in i t io n s  o f  Documentary heritage a n d  Significance c a n  
b e  f o u n d  at: h t t p : / / m e m b e r s . o z e m a i l . c o m . a u / ~ a g h o w e l l / m o w /  
a m o w _ c r i . h t m  —  s e e  S e c t io n  12 ,  w h i c h  d e a l s  w i th  Lost a n d  
M iss ing  her i tage .

C on ta c t :  P rofessor Ross Harvey, ro s s h a rv e y @ c s u .e d u .a u , ph  02 
6 9 3 3  2 3 6 9 ,  fx 02  6 9 3 3  2 7 3 3  o r  A n n e  Lloyd, a n l l o y d @ c s u . e d u . a u , 
ph  02  6 9 3 3  2 4 6 8 ,  fx 02  6 9 3 3  2 7 3 3 .

T he  M ay  issue  of t h e  Australian Library Journal c a r r ie s  an  ar t i ­
c le  d e s c r ib in g  in m o r e  deta il  th e  A us t ra l ian  M e m o r y  of th e  W o r ld  
P ro g ra m .  The a r t ic le  ti tle is 'U N E S C O 's  M e m o r y  of th e  W o r ld  P ro ­
g r a m m e  a n d  Austra lia 's  lost a n d  m iss ing  d o c u m e n ta r y  her i tage ' ,  by 
Ross Harvey.  ■

How can you make the library even 
more relevant? The best libraries are 
truly at the heart of the communities 
they serve, whether on campus or on 
a main street. They’re not just bricks 
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