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H is t o r y  in  y o u r  |
a mobile application

The Grove Com m unity History library situated 
within the prestigious G rove Library located  
in Perth, is jointly ow ned and m anag ed  by 
the neighbouring councils of Cottesloe, 
Peppermint Grove, and  Mosman Park. It is a  
relatively new  library, having just celeb rated  
its first birthday and has a  reputation as a  
leader in sustainability and  innovation. In its 
efforts to exploit new  technology to increase  
services to the community, the library has 
recently built a  mobile 
application entitled The 
G ro v e  History...history 
in your p o c k e t , which  
show cases som e of the 
items contained within 
the collection. The ap p  is 
availab le  for download  
from the Android market 
p la ce  and is currently 
being assessed for the 
Apple market p lace .
To dow nload to your 
Smartphone simply type 
grovehistory.mobapp.at 
into your mobile browser or scan  the QR co d e .

The G rove Comm unity History collection  
consists of photographs, oral history interviews, 
new spaper articles, ephem era, and a  small 
collection of m onographs pertinent to the 
history of the a rea . The G rove Library has a  
digital strategy to ensure it maximises new  
technology and forward thinking. In order for 
the G rove Com m unity History library to com ply  
with this strategy, w e  strive to co llect digital 
content w herever possible.

Digitising the co llection  p a v e d  the w a y  for 
us to use the readily ava ilab le  free software, 
Conduit Mobile, to deve lo p  a  com m unity  
history m obile app lication  show casing  
a  small selection of our co llection  to the 
m obile com m unity.

Historically, it has been necessary to build 
separate  applications for e a ch  mobile 
platform. Conduit Mobile, (www.conduit.com) 
has rem oved this burden and features ‘one  
build fits all' software. The site is simple to use. 
There is no coding or programming necessary  
as the application simply links with other free 
cloud-based technology to harvest content. 
Prebuilt modules of programming allow the 
developer to select appropriate templates to

house content. There is also the 
facility to use a  custom module 
which can  be ad ap ted  for 
more specific needs.

The Com m unity History 
Library d ecid ed  to use five 
modules, designed to: detail 
the purpose of the library, 
display a  selection of historic 
im ages, upload a  selection  
of them ed audio grabs taken  
from oral history interviews, link 
to other w eb  based  content 
pertinent to the library, and  
relate the opening hours, 

location, and  co n tact details of the library.
Conduit mobile has the potential to 

enab le  library professionals to c reate  mobile 
applications without the need  to learn 
com plicated  coding and programming. 
Prebuilt modules of programming provide easy  
integration of w eb  based  content to create  
a  dynam ic presence  within the Smartphone  
community.

Although there are som e limitations with 
regard to customisation and content, Conduit 
has offered a  valuable, low-cost g ate w ay  into 
mobile application developm ent.

Sindy D o w d e n  
Comm unity History Librarian
s d o w d e n @ th e g ro v e lib ra ry .c o m

"CONDUIT MOBILE HAS 
THE POTENTIAL TO ENABLE 
LIBRARY PROFESSIONALS 

TO CREATE MOBILE 
APPLICATIONS WITHOUT 

THE NEED TO LEARN 
COMPLICATED CODING 
AND PROGRAMMING."

http://www.conduit.com
mailto:sdowden@thegrovelibrary.com
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■ Purpose bnitl plastic waterproof crates mat olier 
samplers security ‘or boohs hies etc

L i b r a r i e s  A l i v e !

R e d e f i n i n g  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  

i n  d i g i t a l  t i m e s .

R e v i e w s ,  s t r a t e g i c  a n d  

t e c h n o l o g y  p l a n n i n g ,  

v a l u e  a s s e s s m e n t ,  

p e r f o r m a n c e  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  

s t a f f  d e v e l o p m e n t .

E x p e r i e n c e d ,  e f f e c t i v e  

a n d  i n f o r m e d .
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