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AMENDMENTS OF THE FAMILY LAW REFORM
(CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL 1995

GENERAL OUTLINE

The amendmentsproposedby theGovernmentwill amendthe Family
Law Reform(ConsequentialAmendments)Bill 1995.

The purposeof the amendmentsis to:

• makeconsequentialamendmentsto anumberof
CommonwealthActswhich needamendingdueto thenew
terminologyusedin the Family LawAct 1975asa resultof the
amendmentscontainedin theFamily LawReformAct1995.

• correctvarioustechnicalanddraftingmattersincluding the
consequencesof thealterednumberingof partsof the Family
LawAct 1975.

• amendtheEvidenceAct 1995to apply thatAct to appealsto the
Family Courtof Australia from acourtof summaryjurisdiction
exercisingjurisdiction undertheFamily Law Act1975.

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

The proposedamendmentswill haveno financial impact.



NOTESON AMENDMENTS AND NEW CLAUSES

Amendment1 - Commencement.

1. This amendmentreplacesclause2 - ‘commencement’with anewclause. 4
Threesectionsof theFamily LawReformAct1995commenceon theday
on which thatAct receivesroyalassent.Thebalanceof thatAct
commenceson aday,or days,to be fixed by proclamation,.orif not
proclaimed,attheexpiry of 12 monthsafterproclamation.This clause
links thecommencementof thevariousclausesin thisBill with the
commencementof relevantprovisionsin theFamilyLaw ReformAct1995.

Amendment2- Amendmentof Acts in Schedule.

2. This is a technicalamendmentwhich clarifiesthatthe Acts referredto in
theSchedulesareamendedonly in accordancewith theapplicableitems
in theSchedules.

Schedules

Amendment3-ConsequentialTerminologyAmendment.

3. This amendmentto Part1, Item 2 of the Scheduleis consequentialupon
amendmentsto the terminologyusedin theFamily LawReformAct 1995.
It substitutestheterm ‘specific issuesorder’ for ‘specialpurposeorder’ in
proposedparagraph5(2)(c) of the AustralianCitizenshipAct1948

Amendments4 and5- ConsequentialRe-NumberingAmendmentsin the
Amendmentsof theChild Support(Assessment)Act 1989 (the Act) contained
in Part2 of the Schedule.

Amendment4.

4. Thisamendmentinsertsanewitem2A into Division 1 of that Act. The
newitem replacesa referenceto section60B of the FamilyLaw Act1975in
paragraph(b) of thedefinitionof parentin the Child Support(Assessment)
Act 1989with a referenceto section60H,theequivalentsectionon the
commencementof theFamily LawReformAct1995.

Amendment5.

5 This amendmentinsertsanewitem28A into Division 1 of thatAct. The
newitem replacesareferenceto sub-section64A(9) of theFamily LawAct
1975in sub-section150(9)of theChild Support(Assessment)Act1989with
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areferenceto sub-section67M(6), theequivalentsectionon the
commencementof theFamilyLawReformAct1995.

Amendment6- ConsequentialRe-NumberingAmendmentsin the
Amendmentsof theChild Support(RegistrationandCollection)Act 1988 (the
Act) containedin Part3 of the Schedule.

6. This amendmentinsertstwo new items,34Aand34B into Part3. New
item34A replacesareferenceto sub-section64A(9) of theFamilyLawAct
1975 in sub-section16(9)of the Child Support(RegistrationandCollection)
Act1988with a referenceto sub-section67M(6), theequivalentsectionon
thecommencementof the FamilyLawReformAct1995.

7. This amendmentalsoinsertsanewitem34B into thatAct. The newitem
replacesa referenceto section66Kof theFamilyLawAct 1975in sub-
paragraph19(2)(b)(iv)of theChild Support(Registrationand Collection) Act
1988with areferenceto section66Q,theequivalentsectionon the
commencementof the FamilyLawReformAct1995.

Amendment7- Amendmentsof furtherActs by inclusionin the Schedule.

8. This amendmentinsertsnewParts4A, 4B and4C into theScheduleto
amend,respectively,the CommonwealthLegalAid Act1977, theJurisdiction
ofCourts(CrossVesting)Act1987andtheMarriageAct1961.

9. Theamendmentof the CommonwealthLegalAidAct1977 insertsanew
item38A omitting thewords“section8 of the InterimForcesBenefitsAct
1947 andsubsections117(3)& (4) of theFamilyLawAct 1975” from sub-
section32 (3) of the CommonwealthLegalAidAct1977. TheInterim Forces
BenefitsAct1947hasbeenrepealedandsubsections117 (3) & (4) of the
Family LawAct1975havebeenomittedby theFamilyLaw ReformAct
1995.

10. The amendmentof the Jurisdictionof Courts(Cross-Vesting)Act198 inserts
anew item38B substitutingthe referenceto section6OAA in sub-section
3(1) (paragraph(ab)of thedefinitionof ‘special federalmatter’) with
60G.the equivalentsectionon thecommencementof the Family Law
ReformAct 1995.

11. The amendmentof theMarriageAct 1961 insertsanumberof new items
to ensurethe terminologyin thatAct is consistentwith theFamily Law
Act1975.
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12. In particular;

• the referenceto “marriagecounsellingorganisation”in subsection

9D(1) is substitutedby “approvedcounsellingorganisation”.

• at theendof subsection9D(2) thefollowing is added“These
conditionscountasconditionsof the organisation’sapprovalfor
thepurposesof section13Dof theFamilyLawAct1975”.

• the referenceto “marriagecounsellor” in subsection16(2A) is
substitutedby “family andchild counsellor”.

• the referenceto “marriagecounsellor” in subsection16(7) is
substitutedby “family andchild counsellor”.

Amendments8 and9- ConsequentialTerminologyAmendments.

13. Amendment8 is to Part6, Item 44 of theScheduleandis consequential
uponamendmentsto theterminologyusedin theFamily LawReformAct
1995. It substitutesthe term ‘specificissuesorder’ for ‘specialpurpose
order’ in proposedparagraph7A(8)(c)of thePassportsAct1938.

14. Amendment9 is to Part7, Item49 of theScheduleandis consequential
uponamendmentsto the terminologyusedin theFamily LawReformAct
1995. It substitutesthe term ‘specificissuesorder’ for ‘specialpurpose
order’ in proposedsub-paragraph250(1)(c)(ia)of the Social SecurityAct
1991.

Amendment10-Insertionof newSchedule2.

15. This amendmentaddsanewSchedule2 makinganumberof
amendmentsof the EvidenceAct1995.Theseamendmentsprovidefor the
EvidenceAct1995 to apply thatAct to appealsto theFamily Courtof
Australia from acourt of summaryjurisdictionof aStateor Territory
exercisingjurisdictionundertheFamily LawAct1975. Suchappeals
continueto heardde novo.

Amendment11 - Amendmentof Title of Act.

16. This amendmentaddsthewords‘andfor otherpurposes’at theendof
the title ‘Family Law Reform(ConsequentialAmendments)Act1995’. The
amendmentto thelong title of theAct is necessaryas theamendmentsof
the EvidenceAct1995arenot consequentialuponamendmentsto the

Family LawAct1975.
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