
1945. High Commissioner. No. 54. 

2. After section nine of the High Commissioner Act 1909-1940 
the following section is inserted :-

"9A. The Governor-General may issue to any Minister or to any 
member of the J~xecutive Council a Commission authorizing that 
Minister or that member, during the pleasure of the Governor-General, 
to exercise the powers and to perform the duties which in pursuance 
of this Act are or may be conferred upon or assigned to the High 
Commissioner, and thereupon those powers may be exercised and 
those duties shall be performed by that Minister or that mem1;>er, 
as the case may be, in accordance with the terms of the Commission.". 

EDTTOATION. 

No. 55 of 1945. 

An Act to establish a Commonweal th Office 
of Education and a Universities Commission, 
to provide for the University Training 
of Discharged Members of the Forces, 
to provide for Financial Assistance to 
University Students, and for other purposes. 

[Assented to 11th October, 1945.] 

[Date of commencement, 8th November, 1945.] 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, the Senate, 
and the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Australia, as follows :-

PART I.-PRELIMINARY. 

1. This Act may Qe cited as the Education Act 1945. 

2. The Act is divided into Parts, as follows :

Part I.-Preliminary. 
Part H.-The Commonwealth Officc of Education. 
Part IlL-The Universities Commission. 
Part IY.--Misccllaneous. 
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3. In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears-
" approved institution" means a research institution, teaching 

institution, or institution providing training, which the 
Minister, by notice published in the Gazette, declares to be 
an approved institution for the purposes of this Act; 

" Australia" includes the Territories of the Commonwealth; 
" Commissioner" means a member of the Commission; 
"similar institution" means a research institution, teaching 

institution, or institution providing training, which, in the 
opinion of the Commission, is similar or related to a Univer
sity or provides higher or professional teaching or training; 

" student" means a student enrolled, or applying for enrolment, 
at a University, an approved institution or a similar institu
tion; 

" the Chairman" means the Chairman of the CommiS;'lion ; 
"the Commission" means the Universities Commission 

constituted by this Act; 
" the Director" means the Director of the Commonwealth Office 

of Education; 
" University" means a University within Australia, and includes 

any University College which the Minister, by notice pub
lished in the Gazette, declares to be .a University College for 
the purposes of this Act. 

4. This Act shall extend to the Territories of the Commonwealth. 

PART n.-THE COMMONWEALTH OFFICE OF EDUCATION. 

5.-(1.) There shall be a Commonwealth Office of Education. 
(2.) The functions of the Commonwealth Office of Education 

shall be-
(a) to advise the Minister on matters relating to education; 
(b) to establish and maintain a liaison, on matters relating to 

education, with other countries and the States; 
(c) to arrange consultation between Commonwealth authorities 

concerned with matters relating to education; 
(d) to undertake research relating to education; 
(e) to provide statistics and information relating to education 

required by any Commonwealth authority; and 
(j) to advise the Minister concerning the grant of financial 

assistance to the States and to other authorities for 
educational purposes, 

and shall include such other functions in relation to (~ducation as are 
assigned to it by the Minister .. 

6.-(1.) There shall be a Director of the Commonwealth Office 
of Education, who shall, under the Minister, have th(~ chif'f control 
of the Commonwealth Office of Education. 
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(2.) The Directof shall be appointed bv the Governor-General 
and shall, subject to this Act, hold office· during good behaviour 
for a period not exceeding five years, but shall be eligible for re
"ppointment. 

(3.) The Director shall be paid salary and allowances at sHch rates 
.as the Governor-General determines. 

(4.) The Director shall be deemed to have vacated his office-
(a) if he engages in any paid employment outside the duties of 

his office; 
(b) if he becomes bankrupt, applies to take the benefit of any law 

for the relief of bankrupt or insolvent debtors, compounds 
with his creditors or makes an assignment of his remunera
tion for their benefit; 

(c) if he becomes of unsound mind; 
(d) ifhe b("comes permanently incapable of performing his duties; 
(e) ifhe rrsignshis office by writing under his hand to the Governor-

General and the resignation is acceptNl by the 
Goverllor-General; 01' 

en if he absents himself (except on leave granted by the GoVel'llOf
General) for a period of twenty-one consecutive days. 

(5.) The Governor-General may grant leave of absence to the 
Director upon such terms and conditions as to remuneration or 
otherwise as the Governor-General determines. 

7. The Director shall, once in every year, furnish to the Minister 
a report containing a summary of the work of the Oommonwealth 
Office of Education during the preceding year. 

PART IlL-THE UNIV1~RSITIES OOMMISSION. 

8.-(l.) For the purposes of this Act there shall be a Oommission, 
to be known as the Universities Oommission, which shall, subject 
to any direction of the Minister, be charged with the general adminis
tration of this Part. 

(2.) The Oommission shall be a body corporate with perpetual 
succession and a common sp"l, and shall be capable of suing amI 
being sued. 

(3.) All Oourts, Judges and persons acting judicially shall take 
judicial notice of the seal of the Oommission affixed to any document 
and shall presume that it \vas duly affixed. 

9.-(l.) The Oommission shall consist of a Oh airman "nd three 
other members. 

(2.) The Ohairman shall be the person for the time being holding 
office as Director of the Commollwealth Office of Education. 

(3.) A member of the Oommis~ioll (other than the Ohairman) 
shall be appointed by the Governor-General for a period not exc(]eding 
three years, but shall be eligible for re-app:1intment. 

(4.) A member of tl18 Oommission shall be paid salary and allow
ances at sur h ratrs as the Governor-General determines. 
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10. The Governor-General may terminate the appointment of a 
Commissioner (other than the Chairman) for inability, inefficiency or 
misbehaviour. 

11 . .A Commissioner (other than the Chairman) shall be deemed 
to have vacated his office~ 

(a) if his appointment is terminated b.'" the Governor-General 
in pursuance of this Act; 

(b) if he becomes bankrupt, applies to tah the benefit of any law 
for the relief of bankrupt or insolvent debtors, compounds 
with his creditors or makeR an assignment of his remunera
tion for their benefit; 

(c) if he becomes of unsound mind; 
(d) if he resigns his office by writing under his hand addressed 

to the Governor-Geneml and the resignation is accepted 
1n" the Governor-General; or 

(e) if h~ absents himself (excrpt on leave granted by the 
Governor-General) from all meetings of the Commission 
held during thrre consecutiw months. 

12. The Governor-General Illay grant leave of absence to H Oom
missioner upon RllCh terms and conditions HR to remuneration or 
othenyise aR the Govrrnor-Generlll determines. 

13.~(1.) The. Commis:-;ioll slwll hold such nWdings as, in the 
opinion of the Chairman, are npcrssilry for the efficient conduct of 
its affairs. . 

(2.) The Chairman shall preside at all Illeetings at which he is 
present. 

(3.) III the absence of tlw Chairman from allY IlH'pting of the 
Commission, the Commissiollf'TR presC'nt "hall appoint onC' of their 
number to prC'siclP nt that mec,ting. 

(4.) At any mel'ting of the CommiRsion, two CommiRsiollers shall 
form a quorum. 

(5.) The Commissioner prpsiding at any meeting of the Commission 
shall have a delibemtive vote and, in the C'vent of an equality of 
votes, shall also have a casting vote. 

14. The functions of the Commission shall, subject to the 
regulations and any directions of the Minister, be-

(a) to arrange, as prescrihed, for the training in Universities 
or similar institutions, for the purpose of facilitating 
their re-establishment of persons who arc discharged 
memberR of the Forces within the meaning of the 
Re-establishment and Employment Act 1945; 

(b) in preseribC'd cases or classes of cases, ~o assist other persons 
to obtain training in Universities or similar institutions; 

(c) to provide, as prescribed, financial assistance to students 
at Universities and approved institutions; and 
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(d) to advise the Minister with respect to such matters relating 
to University training and associated matters as are 
referred by the Minister to the Commission for advice. 

15.-(1.) The Governor-General may appoint a State Committee 
in each State consisting of such number of members as is prescribed. 

(2.) The terms of the appointment of members and the method of 
appointment of the Chairman of each State Committee shall be as 
prescribed. 

16. The functions of each State Committee shall be to advise 
the Commission on matters relating to that State with respect to

(a) the general functions of the Commission; and 
(b) any particular matter relating to the Commission's functions. 

17. All amounts of financial assistance provided under this 
Part shall be paid out of sums appropriated by the Parliament for 
the purpose. 

18. The Commission shall, once in every year, furnish to the 
Minister a report containing a summary of the work of the Commission 
during the preceding year. 

PART IV.-MrsCELLANEOUS. 

421 

AppOintment 
of S~ate 
Committee, . 

Functions of 
State 
Committees. 

Provision 
of financial 
assistance 
out of sums 
appropriated. 

Annual Report. 

19. The Governor-General may make regulations, not inconsistent Regulation •. 

with this Act, prescribing all matters which are required or permitted 
to be prescribed, or which are necessary or convenient to be prescribed, 
for carrying out or giving effect to this Act, and in particular for 
prescribing penalties not exceeding a fine of Fifty pounds, or imprison-
ment for a period not exceeding three months, for any contravention 
of the regulations. 

WIDOWS' PENSIONS. 

No. 56 of 1945. 

An Act to amend the Widows' 
1942-1944, as amended by 
Welfare Fund Act 1945. 

Pen.'5ions Act 
the N alional 

[Assented to 11 th October, 1945.] 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, the Senate, 
and the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Australia, as follows ;-

1.-(l.) This Act may be cited ail the Widows' Pellsions Act 
1945. 
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