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(d) by adding at the end thereof the following sub-sections :­
"(2.) Regulations made under paragraph (v) of the last preceding 

i\ub-section-
(a) shall be published in the Gazette; 
(b) shall come into force only in pursuance of an order made by 

the Minister; 
(c) shall be in force in such State, Territory, place, area or 

locality within the Commonwealth as the Minister by 
order directs; and 

(d) shall remain'i.n force for such time as is specified in the order, 
but may from time to time, by a further order, be renewed 
for a further specified period for the same locality or part 
thereof. 

"(3.) Any order made by the Minister in pursuance of the last 
preceding sub-section shall set forth the regulations to which the 
order relates.". 

NATIONALiTY. 

No. 48 of 1920. 

An Act relating to Nationality and Aliens. 

[Assented to 2nd December, 1920. J 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, the Senate, 
and the H()use of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Australia, as follows :-

PART I.-PRELIMINARY. 

1. This Act may be cited as the Nationality Act 1920. 

2. This Act is divided into Parts, as follows;­
Part I.-Preliminarv. 
Part II.-Natural-b;rn British Sub;ects. 
Part III.-Naturalizatio~ of Aliens .. 
Part IV.-General. 

Division I.-National Status of Married Wom<ln 
and Infant Children. 

Division 2.-Loss of British Nationalitv. 
Division 3.-Procedure and Evidence. J 

Part V.-Miscellaneous. 

3. The Naturalization .{~.{)t 1903-1917 is hereby repealed, but such 
repeal shall not affect the rights or status of any person naturalized 
under that Act. 
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4. This Act shall commence OIl a day to ue fixed by proc1amaclOn. 

5.-(1.) In this Act, unless the contrary intent.ion appears­
"Ali((n" mean3 a person who iR not a British subject; 
" British subject." means a person who is a natural-born British 

subject, or a person to whom a certificate of naturalization 
has b.een granted, or a person who has become It subject of 
His Majesty by reason of any annexation of territory: 

" Certificate of naturalization" means a certificate of naturaliza­
tion grant~d under this Act, and beingy at the time when 
it is relied upon in connexion with any provision of this 
Act, unrevoked; 

, Disability" means the status of being a married woman, or a 
minor, lunatic or idiot~C-c{ 

"Justice of the Peace "~niean:s a Justice of the Peace of the 
Commonwealth or of a State; 

"Statutory Declaration" means a statutory declaration within 
,~~~~aning of any law of the Commonwealth or of the State 
~ in "wliiPh the declaration is made relating to statutory 

declarations; 
" Territorial waters" includes any port, harbour or dock; 
"The British Act" means the British Nationality a.nd Status ot 

Al1'ens Act, 1914 (4 & 5 Geo. 5, Ch. 17) of the United King­
dom, as amended by the British Nationality and Status 01 
Aliens Act, 19]8 (8 & 9 Geo. 5, Ch. 5) of the United 
Kingdom; 

"The Minister" means the Miruster of State for Home and 
Territories. 

(2.) Where in pursuance of this Act the name of a child is included 
in a certi:6.cate of naturalization granted to his parent, or where, in 
pursuance of any Act repealed by this Act, any child has been deemed 
to be a naturalized British subject, by reason of residence with his 
parent, such child shall, for the purposes of this Act, be deemed to 
be a ferson to whom a certificate of naturalization has been granted. 

PART II.-NATURAL-BORN BRITISH SUBJECTS. 

6.-(1.) The following persons shall be deemed to be natural-born 
British subjects, namely :-

(a) Any person born within His Majesty's dominions and alle­
giance; and 

(b) Any person born out of His Majesty's dominions, whose father 
was a British subject at the time of that person's birth 
and either was born within His Majesty's allegiance or 
was a person to whom a certificate of naturalization had 
been granted, or had become a British subject by reason 
of any anuexation of territory, or waf' at the time of that 
person's birth in the service of the Crown; and 

(0) Any person born on board a Rritish ship whether in foreign 
territorial waters or not: 
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Provided that the child of a British subject, whether that child 
was born before or after the passing of this Act, shall be deemed to 
have been born within His Majesty's allegiance if born in a place where 
by treaty, capitulation, grant, usage, sufferance, or other lawful meaw" 
His Majesty exercises jl~risdiction over British subjects. 

(2.) A person born on board a foreign ship shall not be deemed to 
be a British subject by reason only that the ship was in British terri­
torial waters at the time of his birth. 

(3.) Nothing in this section shall, except as otherwise expressly 
provided, affect the status of an) person born before the commencement 
of this Act. 

PART lIl.-NATURALIZATION OF ALIENS. 

7.-(1.) The Governor-General may grant a certificate of naturali· 
zation to an alien who makes an application for the purpose, and satisfies 
the Governor-General--

(a) that he has either resided in His Majesty's dominions for a 
period of not less. than five years in the manner required 
by this section, or been in the service of the Crown for 
not less than five years within the last eight years before 
the application; and . 

(b) that he is of good character and has an adequate knowledge 
of the English language; and 

(c) that he intends if his application is granted either to reside in 
His Majesty's dominions or to· enter or continue in the 
service of the Crown. 

(2.) The residence required by this section is residence in the 
Commonwealth for not less than one year immediately preceding the 
application, and previous residence, either in the Commonwealth or 
in some other part of His Majesty's dominions, for a period of four 
years within the last eight years before the application. 

(3.) The grant of a certificate of naturalization to any such alien 
shall be in the absolute discretion of the Governor-General, and he 
may, with or without assigning any reason, give or withhold the 
eertificate as he thinks most conducive to the public good, and no 
appeal shall lie from his decision. 

(4.) A certificate of naturalization shall not take effect until the 
applicant has taken th~ oath of allegiance. 

(5.) In the case of a woman who was a British subject previously 
to her marriage to an alien, and whose husband has died or whose 
marriage has been dissolved, the requirements of this section as to 
residence shall not apply and the Governor-General may in any other 
special case, if he thinks fit, grant a certificate of naturali~ation, 
although the four years' residence or five years' service has nClt been 
within the last eight years before the application. 

(6.) For the purposes of this section a period spent in the service 
v£ the Crown may, if the Governor-General thinks fit, he treated as 
equivalent to a period of residence in the Commonweal~h. 
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8.-(l.) Any person to whom a certificate of naturalization 
has been issued under the Act repealed by this Act or under any 
State Act. or who has been naturalized by virtue of a certiticate of 
naturalization if'sued to his father or mother under any such Act, 
may apply to the Governor-General in the prescribed manner for a 
certificate of naturalization under this Act, arid the Governor-General 
may, upon being satisfied that the applicant is of good character and 
would have been eligible had he remained an alien, to receive a 
certificate of naturalization under this Act, grant to him a certificate 
of naturalization which shall, for all purposes, have the same effect 
as a eertifieate of naturalization granted under section seven of this 
~t. . 

(2.) The grant of a certificate in pursuance of this section shall be 
in the absolute discretion of the Governor-General. and he may, with 
or without assigning any reason, give or withhold the certificate as 
he thinks most conducive to the public good, and no appeal shall lie 
from his decision. 

9. The Governor-General may, in ills absolute discretion, in such 
cases as he thinks fit, grant a special certificate of naturalization to 
any person with respect to whose nationality as a British subject a 
doubt exists, and he may specify in the certificate that the grant 
thereof is made for the purpose of quieting doubts as to the right of 
the person to be a British subject, and the grant of such a special 
certificate. shall not be deemed to be any admission that the person to 
whom it was granted was not previouf'.ly a British subject. 

10.-(1.) Where an alien obtains a certificate of naturalization, 
the Governor-General may, if he thinks fit, on the application of that 
alien; include in the certificate the name of any child of the alien born 
before the date of the certificate and being a minor, and that child 
shall thereupon, if not already a British subject, become a British 
subject; but any such child may, within one year after attaining his 
majority, make a declaration of alienage, and shall thereupon cease 
to be a British subject. 

(2.) The Governor-General may, in his absolute discretion in any 
special case in which he thinks fit, grant a certificate of naturalization 
to any minor, whether or not the conditions required by this Act have 
been complied with. 

(3.) Except as provided by this Act, a certificate of naturalization 
shall not be granted .to any person under disability. 

11. A person to whom a certificate of naturalization is granted by 
the Governor-General shall, Rubject to the provisions of this or any 
other Act. be entitled to all political and other rights, powers and 
privileges, and be subject to all obligations duties and liabilities to 
which a, ,natural-born British subject is entitled or subject, and, as 
from the date of hiA naturalization, have to all intents and purposes 
the status of a natural-born British subject: . . 



1920. Nationality. No. 48, 

Provided that where, by any provision of the Constitution or of 
any Act or State Constitution or Act, a distinction is made between 
the right'l, powers or privileges of natural-born British subjects and 
those of persons naturalized in the Commonwealth or in a State, the 
rights, powers and privileges conferred by this sedion shall, for the 
purposes of that provision, be only those (if any) to which persons so 
naturalized are therein expressed to be entitled. 

12.-(1.) Where the Governor-General is satisfied that a certi­
ficate of naturalization granted by him has been obtained by false 
representation or fraud, or by concealment of material circumstances, 
or that the person to whom the certificate is granted has shown himself 
by act or speech to be disaffected or disloyal to His Majesty, the 
Governor-General shall by order revoke the certificate. 

(2.) Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions the Governor­
General 'shall by order revoke a certificate of naturalization granted 
by him in any case in which he is satisfied that the person to whom the 
certificate was granted either-

(a) has during any war in which His Majesty is engaged unlawfully 
traded or communicated with the enemy or with the sub­
ject of an enemy state, or been engaged in or associated 
with any business which is to his knowledge carried on in 
such manner as to assist the enemy in such war; nr 

(b) has within five years of the date of the grant of the certificate 
been sentenced by any court in His Majesty's dominions 
to imprisonment for a term of not less than twelve months, 
or to a term of penal servitude, or to a fine of not less than 
One hundred pounds; or 

(c) was not of good character at the date of the grant of the 
certificate; or 

(d) has since the date of the grant of the certificate been for a 
period of not less than seven years ordinarily resident out 
of His Majesty's dominions otherwise than as a represen­
tative of a British !i'ubject, firm or company carrying on 
business, or an institution established, in His Majesty's 
dominions, or in the service of the Crown, and has not 
maintained substantial connexion with His Majesty's 
dominions; or 

(e) remains according to the law of a state at war with His Majesty 
a subject of that state; 

and that (in any case) the continuance of the certificate jp not conducive 
to the pUblic good. 

(3.) Where a person is naturalized by virtue of the grant of a 
certifieate of naturalization to his father or mother, the provisions of 
this seetion Rhall apply to that person as if he were a person to whom 
a certificate of naturalization had been granted. and the Governor­
General may, for the same reasons and subject to the same conditions 
as are provided in this ~.ection in relation to the revocation of a 
certificate of naturalization, by order declare that that person shall 

Revocation of 
certificate of 
natnralization. 



144 No. 48. Nationality. 1920. 

cease to be a British subject, and that person shall thereupon 
become an alien and RhaU be regarded as a subject of the State 
to which he belonged at the time of the issue of the rertificate 
of naturalization to his father or mother, and any reference in this 
Act to the revocation of a certificate of naturalization shall, unless the 
contrary intention appears, be read as a reference to an order made 
in pursuance of this sub-section. 

(4.) The Governor-General may, if he thinks fit, before making an 
Drder under this section refer the case for such inquiry as is hereinafter 
specified, and in any case to which sub-section (1.) or paragraph (a), 
(c) or (e) of sub-section (2.) of this section applies, the Governor-General 
shall, by notice given to, or sent to the last known address of, the holder 
of the certificate or naturalized per~wn, give him an opportunity of 
claiming that the case be referred for such inquiry, and if the holder 
or naturalized person so claims in accordance with the notice the 
Governor-General shall refer the case for inquiry accordingly. 

(5.) An inquiry under this section shall be held by a committee 
conf't.ituted for the purpose by the Governor-General, presided over 
by a person (appointed b) the Governor-General) who is or has been a 
Justice or the High Court of Australia or a Judge of a Supreme Court 
of a State, and shall be conducted in such manner as the Governor­
General may direct: 

Provided that any such inquiry may, if the Governor-General 
thinks fit, instead of being held as aforesaid, be held by the High Court 
of Australia, and the practice and procedure on any inquiry so held 
shall be regulated by rules of court. 

(6.) A committee appointecl under this section shall have all such 
powe.rs, rights and privileges as are vested in the High Court of 
Australia, or in any Justice thereof on the occasion of an} action, in. 
respect of the following matters :--

(a) the enforcing the attendance of witnesses and examining 
them on oath, affirmation, or otherwise, and the issue of a 
commission or a request to examine witnesses abroad; and 

(b) the compelling the production of document'3; and 
(c) the punishing persons guilty of contempt; . 

and a summons signed by one or more members of the committee may 
be substituted for and shall be equivalent to any formal process capable 
of being iSl'llled in any action for enforcing the attendance of witnesses 
and compelling the production of documents. 

(7.) Where a person to whom a certificate of naturalization has 
been granted III SJme other part of His Majesty's dominions is resident 
in the Commonwea.lth, the certifieate may he revoked in accordance 
with this section by the Governor-General, with the concurrence of 
the Government of that part of His Majesty's dominions in which the 
certificate was granted. 

(8.) Where the Governor-General revokes a certificate of naturali­
zation, the revocation shall hav,e effect from such date as the Governor­
General may direct, and thereupon the certificate shall be given up and 
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cancelled. and any person refusing or neglecting to give up his certifi­
cate shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
One hundred pounds. 

13.-(1.) Where a certificate of naturalization is revoked the 
Governor-General may by order direct that the wife and minor children 
(or any of them) of the person whose certificate is revoked shall cease 
to be British subjects, and any such person shall thereupon become an 
alien; but except where the Governor-General directs as aforesaid, 
the nationality of the wite and minor children of the person whose 
certificate is revoked shall not be affected by the revocation, and they 
shall remain British subjects: 

Provided that-
(a) it shall be lawful for the wife of any such person within six 

months after the date of the order of revocation to make a 
declaration of alienage, and thereupon she and any minor 
children of her husband and herself shall cease to be British 
subjects and shall become aliens; and 

(b) the Governor-General shall not make any sllch order as 
aforesaid in the case of a wife who was at birth a British 
subject, unless he is satisfied that if she had held a certi­
ficate of naturalization in her own right the certificate could 
properly have been revoked under this Act, and the pro­
visions of this Act as to referring cases for inquiry shall 
apply to the making of any such order as they apply to 
the revocation of a certificate. 

(2.) The provisions of this section shall, as respects persons affected 
thereby, have effect in substitution for any other provisions of this 
Act as to the effect upon the wife and children of any person where 
the person ceases to be a British subject and such other provisions shall 
accordingly not apply in any such case. 

(3.) Where a certificate of naturalization is revoked the former 
holder thereof shall be regarded as an alien and as a subject of the 
state to which he belonged at the time the certificate was granted. 
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tificate of naturalization" includes a certificate of naturalization ~~tu,~aliy!tio/lZi~;L 
issued under the Act repealed by this Act or under any State Act. ~ v· f / 

15. A certificate of naturalization granted by the Secretary of 
State having charge of the administration of the British Act or by the 
Government of any British Possession shall, in the Commonwealth, 
have the same force and effect as a certificate of naturalization granted 
in pursuance of this Act. 

16. The last preceding section shall not apply to certificates granted 
by the Government of any Dominion specified in the Second Schedule 
to this Act unless the Legislature of that Dominion adopts Part lI. 
of the British Act. 
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17.-(1.) Part n. of the British Act, a copy of which Part is set 
out in the First Schedule to this Act, is adopted. 

(2.) Any power which, under Part n. of the British Act, is 
exercisable by the Secretary of State, shall be vested in and exercisable 
by the Governor-General. 

PART IV.-GENERAL. 

DIVISION I.-NATIONAL STATUS OF MARRIED WOMEN AND INFANT 

CHILDREN. 

18. The wife of a British subject shall oe deemed to be a British 
subject, and the wife of an alien shall be deemed to be an alien: 

Provided that where a man ceases during the continuance of his 
marriage to be a British subject it shall be lawful for his wife to make a 
declaration that she desires to retain British nationality, and thereupon 
she shall be deemed to rem~in a British subject: 

Provided also where an alien is a subject of a state at war with His 
Majesty it shall be lawful for his wife if she was at birth a British subject 
to make a declaration that she desires to resume British nationality, 
and thereupon the Governor-General, if he is satisfied that it is 
desirable that she be permitted to do so, may grant her a certificate 
of naturalization. 

19. A woman who, having been a British subject, has by or in 
consequence of her marriage become an alien, shall not, by reason 
only of the death of her husband or the dissolution of her marriage, 
cease to be an alien, and a woman who, having been an alien, has by . 
or in consequence of her marriage become a British subject, shall not, 
by reason only of the death of her husband or the dissolution of her 
marriage, cease to be a British subject. 

20.-(1.) Where a person being a British subject ceases to be a 
British subject, whether by declaration of alienage or otherwise, 
every child of that person, being a minor, shall thereupon cease to be a 
British subject, unless such child, on that person ceasing to be a 
British subject, does not become by the law of any other country 
naturalized in that country: 

Provided that, where a widow who is a British subject marries 
an alien, any child of hers by her former husband shall not, by reason 
only of her marriage, cease to be a British subject, whether he is 
residing outside His Majesty's dominions or not. 

(2.) Any child who has so ceased to be a British subject may, 
within one year after attaining his majority, make a declaration that 
he wishes to resume British nationality, aId shall thereupon again 
become a British subject. 

DIVISION 2.-Loss OF BRITISH NATIONALITY. 

21. A British subject who, when in any foreign state and not under 
disability, by obtaining a certificate of naturalizatIOn or by any other 
voluntary and formal act, becomes naturalized therein, shall thence­
forth be deemed to have ceased to be a British subject. 
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22.-(1.} Any person who by reason of his having been born 
within His Majesty's dominions and allegiance or on board a British 
ship is a natural-born British subject, but who at his birth or during 
his minority became under the law of any foreign state a subject also of 
that state, and is still such a subject, may, if of full age and not under 
disability, make a declaration of alienage, and on making the declara­
tion shall cease to be a British subject. 

(2.) Any person who though born out of His Majesty's dominions 
is a natural-born British subject may, if of full age and not under 
disability, make a declaration of alienage, and on making the declara­
tion shall cease to be a British subject. 

23. Where His· Majcstyhas entered into a convention with any 
foreign state to the effect that the subjects or citizens of that, state 
to whom certificates of naturalization have been granted may divest 
themselves of their status as such subjects, it shall be lawful for His 
Majesty, by Order in Council, to declare that the convention has been 
entered into by His Majesty, and from and after the date of the Order 
any person having been originally a subject or citizen of the state 
therein referred to who has been naturalized as a British subject may, 
within the limit of time provided in the convention, make a declaration 
of alienage, and on his making the declaration he shall be regarded 
as an alien and as a subject of the state to which he originally belonged 
as aforesaid. 

24. Where any British subject ceases to be a British subject, 
he shall not thereby be discharged from any obligation, duty or liability 
in respect of any act done before he ceased to be a British subject. 

DIVISION 3.-PROCEDURE AND EVIDENCE. 

Declaration 
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25.-(1.) An applicant for a certificate of naturalization shall produce Evidencein . I support of in support of his application Ins own statutory dec aration stating application. 

his name, age. birthplace, occnpation and residence, the length of $'-' 1 111' ')..; 
his residence in the British Empire or the period wi thin the eight ,0 9-lt '\ '? 
years preceding the date of his application during which he has been ; D 

in the service of the Crown, and such other particulars as are prescribed 
and that he intends to settle in the British Empire or to enter or con-
tinue in the service of the Crown. 

(2.) In addition to compliance with the preeeding provisions of 
this section an applicant sha11--

(a) advertise in the manner prescrihed his intention to seek 
naturalization and produce to the Minister newspapers 
containing copies of t,he prescribed advertisement; and 

(b) produee certificates of character from three natural-born 
British subjects, two of whom are householders and one of 
whom is a Justice of the Peace, a postmaster, a teacher of 
a State school or an officer of the poliee force of the 
Commonwealth 61' a State. 
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(3.) Any person may, on payment of the prescribed fee, inspect 
any certificate produced in pursuance of the last preceding sub-section. 

26.-(1.) Any person may make representations to the Minister 
with regard to any person who has applied or has advertised his 
intention to apply for naturalization. 

(2.) The representation1J shall be in the form of a statutory 
declaration. 

27. Any declaration made under this Act or under any Act hereby 
repealed may be proved in any legal proceeding by the production of 
the original ileclaration or of aD} copy there·)f certified to be a true 
copy by the Governor-General, or by an} 'personauthorized b} him in 
that behalf, and the production of the declaration or copy shall be 
evidence of the person therein named as declarant having made the 
declaration at. t.he date therein mentioned: 

Providea that if any p':lrson, other than the person making the 
declaration, is affected bv such declaration, he shall be entitled to 
publicly exa.mine· and • cross-examine the declarant before such 
declaration is acted upon by the Minister. 

28. Acertifi.cate of naturalization may be proved in any legal 
proceeding by the production of the original certificate or of any copy 
thereof certified to be a true COP} by the Governor-General, or by' any 
person authorized by him in that behalf. . 

29. Entries in any register made in pursuance of this Act or under 
any Act hereby repealed may be proved by such copies and certified 
in such manner as may be directed by the Governor-General, and the 
copies of any such entries shall be evidence of any matters, by this 
Act or by an} Act hereby repealed or by any regulation of the Governor­
General, authorized to be inserted in the register. 

30. If any person for any of the purposes of this Act knowingly 
makes any false representation or any statement false in a material 
particular, he shall be liable on summary conviction in respect of 
each offence to imprisonment with or without harcllabour for any 
term not exceeding three months. 

31. The Ofttb. of allegiance shall be in the form set out in the Third 
Schedule to this Act. 

PART V.-MISCELLANEOllS • 

. 32.-(1.) The Minister shall-
(.a) enrol as of record memorials of all certificates of naturalization 

granted under this Act; . 
(b) cancel all. certificates of naturalization 'which have been 

revoked; . 
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(0) cause to be made indexes of the certificates of naturalization 
and permit any person at all reasonable times to inspect 
the indexes and to make copies of the certifica'tes on payment 
of the prescribed fee; 

(d) cause to be laid before both Houses of the Parliament annually 
a return showing the number of persons to whom certificates 
of naturalization have been granted under this Act, the 
nations to which they belonged, and whence they came; 
and 

]49 

(e) cause to be ,published in the Gazette from time to time a list 
of persons ?aturalized with their addresses. 

, , 1.....J 
(2.) A 'person to whom a certificate of naturalization is granted \ ~i~ P 

shall not be liable to any fee 01,' charge in respect thereof. " JVD q , 7 W 

33. The right to issue certificates of natUralization in the Common­
wealth shall be exclusively vested in the Government of the Common­
wealth, and no ~ertificate of naturalization or letters of naturalization 
issued after the 110mmencement of tliis A.ct under any State Act shall 
be of any effect. 

34.-( 1.) Where the Governor-General is satisfied that it is 
desirable for any reason that a certificate or letters of ,naturalization, 
issued under ,the Act repealed by this Act or under any State Act, 
should be amended, he may amend the certificate or letters of 
naturalization. 

(2.) Any certificate or letter of naturalization amended in pur­
, suance of this section shall upon amendment be, and.be taken to have 

been, of effect as so amended. 

35.-:-(1.) The wife of any person whose certificate or letters of 
naturalization have been revoked, may, within six, month'S after the 
date of the order of revocation, make a declaration of alienage, 
and, on making that declaration, she, and any minor children of her 
husband and herself who have acquired British nationality by 
virtue of the issue of the certificate or letters of naturalization, 
shall cease to be British subjects an,d shall become aliens. 

, ' .. ; ~ , 

(2) The minor child of any person whose certificate or letters of 
naturalization have peen revoked may, within six: months after 
attaining the age of twenty-one years, make a declaration of alienage, 
and thereupon he shall cease to be a British subject and shall become 
an alien. 
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36. The Governor-General may make regulations prescribing all Regulations. 

m&.tters which 'by this Act are required or permitted to be prescribed, 
or which are necessary or convenient to be prescribed for giving effect 
to this Act. -
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~o 48. Nationality. 1920. 

SCHEDULES. 

THE FIRST SCHEDULE. 

PART n. OF THE Briti8h Nationality and Statu8 of Aliens Act 1914 (4 & 5 GEo.5, 
CH. 17) AI'I AMENDED BY THE British Nationality and Statu8 of Alien·, Act 
1918 (8 & 9 GEO. 5. CH. 38). 

2.-(1) The Secretary of State may grant a certificate of naturalization to an alien 
who makes an application for the purpose, and satisfies the Secretary of State-

(Ill that he has either resided in His Majesty's dominions for a period of not less 
t.han five years in the manner required by this section. or been in the 
service of the Crown for not less than five years within the last eight 
years before the application; and 

(b) that he i~ of good character and has an adequate knowledge of the English 
language: and 

(c) that he intends if his applIcation is granted either to reside in His Majesty's 
dominions or to enter.or continue in the service of the Crown. 

(2) The residence required by this section is residence in the United Kingdom 
for not less than one year immediately preceding the application, and pr'eviou8 
residence. either in the United Kingdom or in ~ome other part of His Majl'sty's 
dominions, for a period of fonr years within the last eight years before the application. 

(3) The grant of a certificate of naturalization to any such alien shall be in th 
I1hsolute discretion of the Secrctary of State. and he may, with or without assignin~ 
nny reason. give or withhold thl' certificate as he thinks most conducive to thp public 
good. and no appeal shall Ii~ from IllS decision. 

(4) A certificate of naturalization shall not take effect until the applicant has 
tal,en the oath of allegiance. 

(n) In the case of a woman who WM a British subject previou~ly to her marriage 
to an alien. and whose husband has dif'd or whose marriage has been dissolved. the 
requirements of this section as to residence shall not apply and the Secretar~' of State 
may in any other special casf'. if he thinks fit. grant a certificate of naturalization. 
although the four years' residence or five years' service has not been within the last 
eight year~ before the application. 

(6) For the purposes of this section a period spent in the service of the Crown may. 
if the Secretary of State think~ fit. be treated as equivalent to a period of residence in 
the United Kingdom. 

3.-( I) A person to whom a c"rtiRcate of naturalization is granted by a Secretary 
of State shall. subject to the provisiOns of this Act. be entitled to all political and 
other rights. powers. and privileges, and be subject to aU obligations. duties. and 
liabilities. to which a natural-born British subjcct is entitled or subject, and, as from 
the date of his naturalization, have to all intent.s and purposes the status of a natural· 
born British RU bject. 

(2) Section three of the Act of Settlement (which dIsqualifies naturalized aliens 
from holding certain offices) shall have effect as if the words" naturalIzed or" were 
omitted therefrom. 

4. ThP. Secretary of State ma v, in his absolute discretion, in such cases as he'thinks 
fit. grant a special certificate of natnrali7ation to any person with respect to whose 
nationality as a British sul)ject a doubt. exists. and h(' may ~pedfy in the certificate 
that the grant thereof is made for the purpose of 'luieting doubt,s a.s to the right of 
the person to be a British subject. and the grant of such a ~p",cial certificate shall not 
be def'med to be any admIssion t.hat the per~on to whom it was granted wa~ not 
previously a British subjeet. 

5.-(1) Where an alien obtains a cert.ificate of naturalization. the Secretary of 
State may, if he think. fit. on the application of that alien. intlllde in the !'f'rtificate 
the name of any child of the alien horn before the date of the certificate and bl'ing a 
minor. and that child ~hall ther('upon. if not already a 'British subject. become a 
British subject: hut any snch chiid may. within one year aftpr attaining his majority. 
make a declaration of alienage. and shall thereupon cease t.o he a British subject. 

(2) The Secrl'ta.ry of St.ate may, in his absolut.e discretion in any special case in 
which he thinks fit. grant a certificate of naturalization to any minor, whether or not 
t.he condition~ required by thi~ Act have been complied with. 

(3) Except as provided bv this Act. a cf'rtificate of naturalization shall not be 
granted to an v person uwl.er disability. 



1920. Nationality. No. 48. 

THE FIRST SCHEDULE-contmued. 

6. An alien who has been naturalized before the passing of this Act may apply 
to the Secretary of State for a certificate of naturalization under this Act, and the 
Secretary of State may grant him a certificate on such terms and conditions as he may 
think fit. 

7.-(1) Where the Secretary of State is satisfied that a cl"rtificate of naturalization 
granted by him has been obtained by false representation or fmurl, or by concealment 
of material circumstances, or that the person to whom the certificate is granterl has 
shown himself by act or speech to be disaffected or disloyal to HiB Majesty, the 
Secretary of State shall by order revoke the certificate. 

(2) \Vithout prejudice to the foregoing provisions the Secretary of State shall by 
order revoke a certificate of naturalization granted by him in a.ny case in which he 
is satisfied that the person to whom the certificate was granted either-

(a) has during any war in which His Majesty is engaged unlawfully traded or 
communicated with the enemy or with the subject of an enemy state, 
or been engaged in or aRsociated with any business which is to his knowledge 
carried on in such manner as to assist the enemy in such war; or 

(b) has within five years of the date of the grant of the certificate been sentenced 
by any court in His Majesty's dominions to imprisonment for a term of 
not less than twelve months, or to a term of penal servitude, or to a fine 
of not less than One hundred pounds; or 

(c) was not of good character at the date of the grant of the certificate; or 
(d) has since the da,te of the grant of the certificate been for a period of not les~ 

than seven years ordinarily resident out of His Majesty's dominions 
otherwise than as a representative of a B1'Itish subject, firm, or company 
carrying on business, or an institution establisherl, in His Majesty's 
dominions, or in the service of the Crown, and has not maintained sub· 
stantial connection with His Majesty's dominions; or 

(e) remains according to the law of a state at war with His Majesty a subject 
of that state; 

and that (in any ca,se) the continuance of the certificate is not conducive to the public 
good, 

(3) The Secretary of State may, if he thinks fit, before making an order under 
this section refer the case for such inquiry as is hereinafter specified, and in any case 
to which sub·section (1) or paragraph (a), (c), or (e) of sub·section (2) of this 
section applies, the Secretary of State shall, by notice given to or sent to the last· 
known address of the holder of the certificate, give him an opportunity of claiming 
that the case be referred for such inquiry, and if the holder so claims in accordance 
with the notice the Secretary of State shall refer the case for inquiry accordingly. 

(4) An inquiry under this section shall be held by a committee constituted for the 
purpose by the Secretary of State, presided over by a person (appointed by the 
Secretary of State with the approval of the Lord Chancellor) who holds or has held 
high judicial office, and shall be conducted in such manner as the Secretary of State 
may direct: 

Provided that any such inquiry may, if the Secretary of State thinks fit, instead 
of being held as aforesaid be held by the High Court, and the practice and procedure 
on any inquiry so hcld shall be regulated by rules of court. 

A committee appointed under this section shall have all such powers, rights, and 
privileges as are vested in the High Court or in any judge thereof on the occasion of 
any action, in respect of the followmg matters:-

(a) the enforcing the attendance of witnesses and examining them on oath, 
affirmation, or otherwise, and the issue of a commission or a request to 
examine witnesses abroad; and 

(b) the compelling the production of documents; and 
(c) the punishing persons guilty of contempt; 

an~ a summons ~igned by one or more members of the committee may be substituted 
for and shall be equivalent to any formal process capable of being issued in any action 
for enforcing the attendance of witnesses and compelling the production of documents. 

(5) Where a person to whom a certificate of naturalization has been granted in 
some other part of His Majesty's dominions is resident in the United Kingdom, the 
certificate may be revoked in accordance with this section by the Secretary of State, 
with the concurrence of the Government of that part of His Majesty's dominions 
in which the certificate was grante:l, 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE-continued. 

(6) Where the Secretary of State revokes a certificate of naturalization, the 
revocation shall have effect from such date as the Secretary of State may direct, 
and thereupon the cert.iticate shall be given up and cancelled, and any person refusing 
or neglecting to giV'e up his certificate shall be liable on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding one hundred pounds_ 

7 A.-( I) Where a certificate of naturalization is revoked the Secretary of State 
may by order dirpct t,hat the wife and minor ('hildren (or any of them) of the persop 
whose certificate is revoked shall cease to be British subjects, and any such person 
shall thereupon becume an alien: but except where the Secretary of State directs as 
aforesaid, the nationality of the wife and minor children of the person whose certificate 
is revoked shall not be affected by the revocation, and they shall remain British 
subjects: 

Provided that--
(a) it shall be lawful for the wife of any such person within six months after the 

date of the order of revocation to make a declaration of alienage, and 
thereupon she and any minor children of her husband and herself shall 
cease to be British subjects and shall become aliens; and 

(b) the Secretary of State shall not make any such order as aforesaid in the case 
of a wife who was at birth a British subject, unless he is satisfied that if 
she had held a certificate of naturalization in her own right the certificate 
could properly have been revoked under this Act, and the provisiuns of 
this Act as to referring cases for inquiry shall apply to the making of any 
such order as they apply to the revocation of a certificate. 

(2) The provisions of this section sball, as respects persons affected thereby, have 
effect in substitution for any other provisions of this Act as to the effect upon the wife 
and children of any person where the person ceases to be a British subject and such 
other provisions shall accordingly not apply in any such case. 

(3) Where a certificate of naturalization is revoked the former holder thereof shall 
be regarded as an alien and as a subject of the state to which he belonged at the time 
the certificate was granted. 

8.,-(1) The Government of any British Possession shall have the same power 
to grant a certificate of naturalization as the Secretary of State has under this Act, 
and the provisIOns of this Act as to the grant and revocation of such a certificate shall 
apply accordingly, with the substitution of the Government of the Possession for the 
Secretary of State, and the Possession for the United Kingdom and of a High Court 
or superior Court of the Possession for the High Court, and with the omission of any 
reference to the approval of the Lord Chancellor, and also, in 1\ Pos~ession where any 
language is recognised as on an equality with the English language, with the substi­
tution of the English language or that language for the English language: 

Provided that, in any British Possession other than British India and a Dominion 
specified in the First Schedule to this Act, the po" ers of the Government uf the 
Possession under this section shall be exercised by the Governor or a person acting 
under his authority, but shall be subject in ea,ch case to thE' approval of the Secretary 
of State, and any certificate proposed to be granted and any proposal to revoke any 
certificate shall be submitted to him for his approval. 

(2) Any certificate of naturalization granted under this section shall have the same 
effect as a certificate of naturalization granted by the Secretary of State under this 
~L . 

9.-( 1) This Part of this Act shall not, nor shall any certificate of fia~uralization 
granted thereunder, have effect within any of the Dominions specified in the :First 
Schedule to this Act, unless the Legislature of that Dominion adopts this Part of thiS 
Act. 

(2) Where the Legislature of any such Dominion has a,dopted this Part of this Act, 
the Government of the Dominion shall have the likA powers to make regulations with 
respect to certificate~ of naturalization and to oaths of allegiance as are conferred 
by this Act on the Secretary of State. 

(3) The Legislature of any such Dominion which adopts this Part of this Act may 
provide how and by what Department of the Government the powers conferred by this 
Part of this Act on the Government of a British Possession are to be exercised. 

(4) The Legislature of any snch Dominion may at any time rescind the adoption 
of this Part of this Act, provided that no such rescission shall prejudicially affect any 
legal rights existing at the time of such rescission. -
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE. 

LIST OF DOMINIONS. 
The Domlllion of Canada. 
The Commonwealth of Australia (including for the purposes of this Act the territory 

of Papua and Norfolk Island). 
The Dominion of New Zealand. 
The Union of South Africa. 
Newfoundland. 

THE THIRD SCHEDULE. 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 

" I, A.B., swear by Almighty God that I will be faithful and bear true aJlegi/l,nce 
to His Majesty, King George the Fifth, his Heirs and Successors, according to law." 

ALIENS REGISTRATION. 

No. 49 of 1920. 

An Act relating to the Registration of Aliens. 

[Assented to 2nd December, 1920.J 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Rxcellent Majesty, the Senate, 
and the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Australia, as follows:-

Section 16. 

Section 31. 

1. This Act may be cited as the Aliens Re.qistration Act 1920. Short title. 
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2. This Act shall commence on a date to be fixed by Procla- Commencement­

mation. 

3. In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears- Definitions. 

" Alien" means any person· over the ag-e of sixteen years who 
is not of British nationality, and includes the wife of an 
alien; . 

"Aliens registration officer" means any aliens registration 
officer appointed for the purposes of this Act; 

" Officer" means a member of the police force, or an officer 
of Customs, or an officer of the Department administering 
this Act, or a prescribed officer. or any person authorized 
by the Minister to exercise the powers conferred. on 
officers by this Act ; 


