
1945. Superannuation. No. 15. 

(b) by omitting from that sub-section the words "before the 
expiration of" and inserting in their stead the word 
" within"; and 

(c) by omitting from sub-section (2.) the words" of an election 
under the last preceding sub-section" and inserting in 
their stead the words ", under the last preceding sub­
section, of an election made after the expiration of the 
prescribed period". 

\VAR GRATUITY. 

No. 16 of 1945. 

An Act relating to the payment of War 
Gratuity to members of the Defence Force 
in resp~ct of War Service. 

[Assented to 3rd August, 1945.] 

[Date of commencement, 31st August, 1945.J 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, the Senate, 
and the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Australia, as follows ;-

1. This Act may be cited as the War Gratuity Act 1945. 
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Short title. 

2. In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears- Definition,. 

" Australia" means that area comprising the States of the 
Commonwealth, the Australian Capital Territory and the 
Northern Territory; 

" Australian Territories" meaml the Territories of Papua, New 
Guinea and Norfolk Island; 

"date of embarkation ", in relation to a member, means the 
date ll.pon which the member embarked on a ship or aircraft 
for service in an overseas area, but shall not be deemed to 
refer to the embarkation on that ship or aircraft on that-date 
of a member who disembarked from that ship or aircraft 
before reaching an overseas ~rea and, in the opinion of a 
prescribed authority, did not proceed forthwith in the same 
or another ship or aircraft for service in an overseas area; 
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"date of entitlement" means the date on which a memher or 
other person becomes entitled to be credited in the Register 
of War Gratuities with war gratuity in respect of the servic(' 
of the member; 

" death due to war service" means death of a member which 
occurred in circumstances in which there is a liability upon 
the Commonwealth to pay war pension under the Australian 
Soldiers' Repatriation Act 1920-1945; 

" dependants" means the wife, widow or children (includin~ 
ex-nuptial children) of any person who is or was a member. 
and any person who is or was wholly or partly dependent for 
his support upon the earnings of that per::lOn during the 
period of his service as a J1lrmber or suLseqllrntly at anv 
time before the date of entitlement of that person to Will' 

gratuity; 
"excepted injury or illness ", in relation to a IllPlllber, means­

(a) an injury or illness which, in th(~ opinion of a 
prpscribed authority, "'as due to or arose from tllf' 
serious default or wilfld act of the member; 

(b) an intentionnlly self-inflicte([ injury; or 
(c) an injury or illness which, ill the opinion of a 

prescribed authority, was due to or arose from any 
occurrence happpning during the commission of a 
serious breach of dil'cipline ; 

., general q\lalif~'ing service" means service performed on till' 
days prescribed by section nine of this Act as days of gelwra I 
qualifying service: 

"member" means a pe. son who, at any time during the war, 
has been-

(a) a member of the Naval Forces; 
(b) a member of the Military Forces; or 
(c) a member of the Air Forcn ; 

" member of the Naval Forces" means a member of the Naval 
Forces raised in purswmcc ofthe Naval Defence Act 1910-]934 
and includes-

(a) any person who held a rank or rating in the :K'aval 
Forcrs (whether Permanent, Rl'serve or Tempor:uy) 
of any part of the King's dominions, other than 
the Commonwealth, in respect of any period in 
which he served as a member of the Royal Aus-
tralian Navy; and • 

(b) any member of the Royal AUf'trnlian Naval Nnrsing 
Service or the Women's Royal Australian Naval 
Service and such members or classe" of memlwrs 
as are pre~cribed of any body or organization ,,,hieh 
has been replaced by or merged illto either of those 
Services; , 
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" member of the }Iilitary Forces ., mean,,--

(a) a member of the Permanent lViilitary F8rces; 

(h) a memher of the AUl'tralian Imperial Force; and 

(c) a membrr of the Cit.izen .\filitary Forces, enlist(~cl, 
appointeeL or called up for continnous full t.ime 
\\'81' SPfvlce. 

eWc! inchdcs a llL,mlwr of the Aust.ralian Army N ul'sing 
Service, ,he' Au~tralial1 vVol11en's Armv Service, the 
Australian Army Medical vVomcn's Service ~r t.he Voluntary 
\.j,] D('L1chment and such members or classes of members 
"s are prescribed of any body or organization which has heen 
replaced hy or merged into any of those bodies; 

.. member of the Air Force" meam; a member of the Hoval 
Australian Air Force established under the Air Force ;1 et 
1923-1941, and inclucles a member of the l=toyal Australian 
Air Force Nursing Service or the Women's Auxiliary Aus­
tralian Air Force and such members or classes of members as 
are prescribed of any body or organization of women which 
hat; heen replaced by or merged into either of those bodies; 

" month", for the purposes of sections four, five, eight, twelve and 
thirtpcn of this Act, means a period of thirty days; 

" overseas are;] " means-

(a) in relation to service during the period commcllcing 
on the third day of September, One thousand nine 
hundred amI thirty-nine and ending on the sixth 
day of Decembcr, One thousand nine hundred and 
forty-one, any area outside Australia and outside 
Australian Territories; or 

(6) in relation to service during the period commencing 
on the seventh day of December, One thousand 
nine hundred and f~rty-one and ending on the date 
twelve months after the cessation of hostilities, 
any area outside Australia; 

"overseas qualifying service" means service performed on the 
days prescribed by section seven of thiR Act as days of 
overseas qualifying service ; 

"sea-going ship" does not include a depot ship or a ship 
principally employed on or in connexion with port or harhour 
defence; 

" service abroad" means service by a member---

(a) in an overseas area or in a sea-going ship a8 a member 
of a body, contingent or detachment of the Defence 
Force engaged in service in s11ch ~n area or ship: or 
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(b) as a member of the air crew of a squadron, if the role 
... of the squadron was operational involving flights 

out of Australia, 

and includes service during the period of any voyage to all 
overseas area commencing on and including the date of 
embarkation for that area and service during the period of 
any voyage from an overseas area up to and including the 
date of disembarkation; 

.c the cessation of hostilities" means a date to be proclaimed 
by the Governor-General frolD which, for the purposes of 
this Act, the hostilities in which the Commonwealth of 
Australia is engaged in the war shall be deemed to have 
ceased; 

" the war" means the war with Germany which commenced on 
the third day of September, One thousand niDe hundred 
and thirty-nine, and includes any other war in which His 
Majesty became engaged after that date and before t])p 
date of commencement of this Act; 

" war gratuity" means war gratuity under this Act. 

3. War gratuity may be credited and paid in accordance wit!, 
this Act to any member or other person authorized by this Act tc I 
receive war gratuity in respect of the overseas qualifying service or 
general qualifying service of that member. 

4.-(1.) The rate of war gratuit.y payable under this Act in respect 
of overseas qualifying service or service deemed to he oversea~ 
qualifying service shall be Three pounds fifteen shillings for each mont!, 
or portion of a month of overseas qualifying service calculated in 
accordance with section twelve of thi.s Act. 

(2.) The rate of war gratuity payablc under this Act in r·:spect 
of general qualifying service or service deemed to be general qualifyillg 
service shall be Fifteen shillings for each month or portion of a month 
of general qualifying service calculated in accordance with section 
twelve of this Act. 

5. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act-

(a) in the case of members who are natives of Torres Straits 
Islands or aboriginal natives of Australia enlisted in the 
Defence Force at rates of pay less than the minimum rates 
of pay prescribed for male members of the Australian 
Military Forces, the rate of war gratuity shall be Ten 
shillings for each month or portion of a month; and 

(b) 1Il the case of members who are natives of New Guinea or 
Papua, war gratuity may take the form of a monetary 
payment at such rates as are prescribed or may be in 
such other form as is prcscribed. 
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. 
6. A wa~ gratuity shall not be claimahle or recoverahle by any 

person as a matter of right, but shall be deemed to be a free gift by the 
Commonwealth in reeognition of honorable service during the war, 
and the crediting or payment of a war gratuity may in any ease be 
withheld or deferred hy a prescribed authority or made subjPct to 
such terms and conditions as a prescribed authority, having regard 
to the interests or deserts of the claimant, thinks just and proper. 

7.-(1.) Subject to the pro\'isions of sections ten and eleven of this 
Act, overseas qualifying service shall comprise each day of service 
as a member, and each day of the period following the death of a 
memher, specified in one or more of the following paragraphs :-

(a) Service abroad for a continuous period of not less than ninety 
days or for periods aggregating not less than one hundred 
and eighty days in any period of twelve mon~hs ; 

(b) Service abroad .for any periou or periorls less than those 
specified in paragraph (a) of this Rllh-RP ction, if, at the end 
of any such period, the member has been return eel to 
Australia, or discharged from his ship, owing to injury 
or illness, not heing an excepted injury or illness; 

(c) Service ahroau for any periods at anv time subsequent to 
service within the provisions of paragraph (a) or ((j) of 
this Sll b-section ; 

(d) Service abroad for any period, if the member's ueath occurred 
at the end of the period; 

(e) Service in any area, other than an overseas area, for any period 
of treatmellt in hospital or convalm;eentdepot imnweliately 
following a member's return from service abroad, or 
diseharge from his ship, owing to inj ury or illness, not 
being an excepted injury or illness; 

(f) Service in any area, other than an overseas area, for anv period 
not exeeeding ninety days immediatply following any 
period of service deseribed in paragraph (a), (b), (c) or (e) 
of this suh-section, exeept in eascs where a mcmber hm; 
been returned to Australia from an overseas area, or 
discharged from his ship, on aeeol1nt of an exeeptpd injllrY 
or illness, and except in sueh otllPr eases as are prescribed; 
and 

(g) In the event of a period of service dpserilwd in parn)Imph 
(a), (b), (c), (d), (e) or (j) of this Rllb-seetion having bp en 
terminated by death due to war Rerviep, the ppriorl from 
the date of death to the date of notifieation of death to the 
Repatriation Commission or to the date of expiration of 
the period of twelve month;;; npxt I'ueeeeding the eessation 
of hostilities, whiehever is the 0arli0r date, eXC0pt in the 
ease of the death of a rnemhpr during the ppriod dppmed 
to be service by S11 b-seetion (1.) of seetion eleven of this 
Act: 
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Provided that--
(i) if a member, after the cessation of hostilities, commences a 

period of service abroad, that service shall not be classified 
as overscas qualifying service, except in such cases a"nd 
subject to such conditions as are prescribed; and 

(ii) if a member has returned to Australia at his own request or 
for prescribed disciplinary rcasons, the period specified ill 
paragraph (j) of this sub-section subsequent to the dat,· 
of his disembarkation sh'all not be dcemed to be overseas 
qualifying service, except in cases where a prescribed 
authority, acting in pursuanoe of powers conferred on 
a prescribed authority by the regulations, directs that 
it shall be deemed to be overseas service. 

(2.) Any day of service specified in more than one of paragraphs 
(a), (u), (c); (d), (e), (j) and (g) of the last precpding sub-section shall 
count as one dav of service only. 

" . 

8. Where a member has performed overseas qualifying service 
and the number of months of that service is less than twelve. tlw 
number shall be deemeJ to be twelve, but, unless otherwise prescribed. 
this section shall not apply if the member has returned to Australia 
at his own request or for prescribed disciplinary reasons or on account 
of excepted injury or illness. 

9.--(1.) Subject to tlw provisions of sections ten and eleven of thi" 
Act, general qualifying service shall comprise each day of service as a 
member, and each day of the period following the death of a member. 
which is specified in anyone or more of the following paragraphs :-

(a) Service classified as overseas qualifying servicc within the 
provisions of section seven of this Act; 

(b) Service on and after the seventh day of December. One 
thousand nine hundred and fortv-one, if the member had 
served on continuous fuU-timc war service for a periml 
of six mon.ths immediately preceding that date; 

(c) Service on and after the day following the date subsequent 
to the seventh day of December, One thousand nine 
hundred and forty-one, on which the member completed 
a period of six months oontinuous full-time war service: 

(d) In the eve"nt of a pcriod of service described in paragraph 
(b) or (c) of this sub-section having been terminated by 
death due to war service, the period from thc date of death 
to the date of notification of death to the" Repatriation 
Commisfion or to the date of the f,xpirllti<m of a, period 
of twelve months from the cessation of hostilities, 
whIchever is the earlier datf', except ;,\ the case of tIle 
death of a member during the period deemed to be servicp 
under sub-section (L) of scction eleven of this Act; an(l 
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(e) Service on or after the seventh day of December, One thousand 
nine hundred and forty-one, by a member who died before 
the completion of the periocl of six months service referred 
to in paragraph (c) of tl:is sub-section, where his death was 
due to war sprvice. 

(2. ) 
graphs 
servICe 

Any day of service specified in more thau one of the para­
of the last preceding suh-section shall count as one da,y of 
only. 

(3.) The Governor-General may, by Proclamation, declare a dat~ 
as the date upon which the general qualifying service of any class 
of member of the Permanent Forees specifled in the Proclamation 
shall cease, and service by members included in that. class after the 
date proclaimed shall not be deemed to be general qualifying service. 

10. Service subsequent to the date twelve months after the 
cessation of hostilities or periods deemed to be service after that 
date shall not be included in a member's overseas qualifying service 
or general qualifying service. 

11.-(1.) 'Where a member on termination of service has been 
granted pay in lieu of leave accrued in respect of his war service, a 
period from the termination of his service equal to the number of 
days for which he was granted pay in lieu of that leave shall, for the 
purpof'es of sections seven and nine of this Act, be deemed to hp 
service as a member. 

(2.) Days of overseas qualifying service or general qualifying 
service shall not include-

(a) any day in respect of which a member was not entitled to 
the full pay appropriate to his appointment, rank or 
rating or in respect of which his pay was forfeited, or. 
in the case of a member of the Naval Forces, any day 
on wbich he was absent without leave and in respect of 
which his pay was mulcted under the appropriate Naval 
Regulations; or 

(b) any day which was not part of the continuous full-time war 
service of a member: 

Provided that, where a prescribed authority is satisfied, in 
respect of any day in respect of which a member was not entitled to 
the full pay appropriate to his appointment, rank or rating or in 
respect of which his pay was forfeited or mulcted, that there exist 
mitigating circumstances which justify the inclusion of that day as 
a day of overseas qualifying service or general qualifying service, 
the pr~scribed authority may direct that that day be so included. 

12.-(1.) The number of months in reflpect of which a memher 
is entitled to war gratuity in respect of his service at the rate 
prescribed for overseas qua lifying service shall be the num ber of 
months of overseas qualifying service of the member based on the 
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total number of days on which he has performed overseas qualifying 
service (any fraction of a month being treated. as one month) 
together with any additional period required to be included III 

pursuance of section eight of this Act. 

(2.) The number of months in respect of which a member is 
entitled to war gratuity in respect of his service at the rate prescribed 
for general qualifying service shall be the number of months of 
general qualifying service of the member based on the total number 
of days on which the member has performed. general qualifying 
service (any fraction of a month being treated as one month) less 
the number of months in respect of which the member is entitled to 
war gratuity in respect of his service at the rate prescribed for 
overseas qualifying service. 

13.--(1.) Where death due to war service occurred while the 
member was performing servi~e specified in section seven of this 
Act, a sum calculated at the rate prescribed for overseas qualifying 
service for a period of seven months shall be added to the war gratuity 
to which he would otherwise be entitled. 

(2.) Where death due to war service occurred while the member 
was performing general qualifying service, not being service specified 
in section seven of this Act, a sum calculated at the rate prescribed 
for general qualifying service for a period of seven months shall be 
added. to the war gratuity to which he would otherwise be entitled. 

14.-(1.) Where the death of a member due to war service 
occurred prior to the expiration of the period of twelve months next 
succeeding the cessation of hostilities and a prescribed authority 
determines in accordance with the regulations that any person or 
persons specified in sub-section (1.) of section seventeen of this Act 
was or were totally dependent on that member at the date of his death, 
an amount of war gratuity not less than the amount prescribed in 
respect of a period of three years service at the rate prescribed for 
overseas qualifying service (including any sum added under the last 
preceding section) shall, subject to section six of this Act, be credited 
and paid in respect of the deceased member's service, whether or not 
the member had, at the date of his death, any general qualifying 
serVlce. 

(2.) The amount by which the war gratuity is i.ncreased in 
consequence of the provisions of this section shall be credited and 
paid to or for the beneflt of the person or persons totally dependent 
on the member, in such proportions as the regulations prescribe or 
a prescribed authority directs. 

(3.) Where, at the date of the death of the member, he had no 
general qualifying service, the amount of war gratuity to be credited 
and paid 111 pursuance of this section shall be credited and paid to or 
for the benefit of the person or persons totally dependent on the 
member in such proportions as the regulations prescribe or a 
prescribed authority directs. 
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15. A member or other person who would, but for this section, 
be entitled to be crcdited with war gratuity in respect of the service 
of the member shall be disqualified from being so entitled if the 
member is included in one of the classes specified in the Schedule to 
this Act: 

Provided that---

(a) where disqualification under this section results from a 
member's absence without leave and a prescribed 
authority is satisfied that the member has neglectecl or 
failed to provide adequately for his dependants, the 
prescribe cl authority may authorize credit to some or all 
of those dependants of such amounts of war gratuity as 
the prescribed authority thinks fit, not exceeding in the 
aggregate the amount ivhich could, but for this section, 
have been credited to, or in respect of the service of, that 
member; 

(b) where in any case a prescribed authority, having regard 
to the meritorious service rendered by the member or 
other special circumstances, considers that it is inequitable 
to withhold the war gratuity which would, but for this 
section, have been credited, the prescribed authority may 
authorize the credit of the whole or such part of the war 
gratuity as the prescribed authority considers justified; 
and 

(c) where an occurrence relating to the service of a member has 
rendered him liable to be disqualified for war gratuity 
under the provisiom; of this section and the member 
subsequently re-enlisted or was re-appointed for service, 
the occurrence . relating to his earlier service shall not 
render him liable to be disqualified for war gratuity in 
respect of service following his re-enlistment or re­
appointment after the time of the occurrence. 
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shall be deducted-

(a) any amount due to the Commonwealth by the perSOll to 
whom, or in respect of whose service, the war gratuity is 
to be credited, where the indebtedness of that person to 
the Commonwealth was c~1used by fraud, deception or 
misappropriation on his part; and 

(b) any amount due to the Minister of State for Repatriation or 
the Repatriation Commission by the person to whom, or 
in respect of whose service, the war gratuity is to be 
credited where that person has improperly disposed of 
property belonging to that Minister or that Commission, 
or jJrojJerty over which that Minister or that Commission 
holds security. 
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17.-(1.) Where a member in respect of whose serVlCe a war 
gratuity is to be credited has died before the date of entitlement, 
the war gratuity to which he would have been entitled shall not 
form part of the estate of the deceased member, and shall not be 
payable to the execntor or administrator of the estate of the deceased. 
member, but, ~xcept where otherwise prescribed, may be credited 
to or for the benefit of I:mch one or more of the following persons, 
and in such proportions, as the regulations prescribe or a prescrihrd 
authority directs, namely, any person who--

(a) IS beneficially entitled under the will of the deceased to any 
part of his estate; or 

(b) IS. or would, if the deceased had died intestate, have been 
entitled to a sharr in the distribution of his intestatr 
estate, 

awl WllO is eit.her the \vidow or \vidower, or a child, parent, step-pan~J\ t. 
foster-parent or dependant of the deceased. 

(2.) Subject to the regulations, a prescribed authority mav. III 

special circumstances, approve the crediting of the war gratnit~· to 
persons other than those included ill the last preceding sub-section. 

18. The date on which a person shall be ent.itled to be credited 
with war gratuity in respect of the service of a member shall be the 
date six months after the cessation of hostilities or, in the case of a 
member who is serving as a member on that date, either--

(a) the dat.e on which the member's service terminates: or 

(b) the date twelve months after the cessation of hostilitieE. 
whichever is the earlier date: 

Provided that, in any case to which section fourteen of this Act 
applies, war gratuity may be credited as from any date later than 
six months, but not later than twelve months, after the cessation 
of hostilities: 

Provided further that, in the ease of allY member included in a 
class of members specified in a Proclamation under sub-section (3.) 
of section nine of this Act, if the date proclaimed as the date upon 
which the general qualifying service of such class shall cease is 
subsequent to the date six months after the date of cessation of 
hostilities but prior to the date twelve months after the date of 
cessation of hostilities, t.he date so proclaimed shall he the date of 
entitlement. 

19.-(1.) There shall be a Register of War Gratuities in which 
an account shall be kept for each member or other person who is 
entitled to a war gratuity. 

(2.) The Register of War Gratuities shall be under the control 
of an officer appointed by the Governor-General who shall he known 
as the Registrar of 'Yar Gratuities. 
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20. Except as otherwise provided bv this Act, payment of war 
gratuity shall be made at the expiration of a period of five years 
and six months after the cessation of hostilities. 

21. In the case of a war gratuity credited in the Register of War 
Gratuities to the account of-

(a) any person, where the amount credited to that person is 

less than Ten pounds; 

(b) the widow of 3 member; 

(c) the widowed mother of an unmarried decemled member: 

id) the mother of a deceased member, or an older sister of a 
deceased member who acted in loco parentis to him, if 
a prescribed authority is satisfied that she was totally 
dependent on the member at the time of his death or is 
in necessitous circumstances; or 

(e) a member who is found by a prescribed authority to be 
blind or totally or permanently incapacitated, 

and in such other cases as are prescribed, payment in whole or ill 
part may, at the discretion of a prescribed authority, be made at 
,mY time after the date of entitlement. 

22. Upon the recommendation of a prescribed authority, 
Illade in pursuance of an application by a member, the Minister may 
authorize'the then present value of the whole or portion of the war 
gratuity to which the member is entitled to be transferred to the War 
Service Homes Commissioner or any other authority approved by 
a prescribed authority for the purpose of being credited by the 
Commissioner or other authority, by way of deposit or otherwise, 
wwards the cost of the erection or purchase of a dwelling-house for 
the member, and the whole or portion of the war gratuity may, 
t,hpreupon. be so transferred. 

23. Except as otherwise provided by this Act, no war gratuity 
nr part of a war gratuity shall be alienable, whether by way or in 
(~Ollsequellce of sale, assignment, charge. execution, bankruptcy or 
nthprwise howsoever. - . 

24. Where a person who is entitled to a war gratuity dies on or 
after the date of entitlement but before the date; of payment, the 
Hmount of the war gratuity and inten~o;t "hall form part of his estate, 
itncl may, subject to section fourteen of this Act, be paid to his 
personal representative or, if there is no persona.l representative. 
t,o such person or persons as a prescribed a.uthority ctpt,erminps 
in accordance with the regulations. 
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25. Where a prescribed authority is satisfied that any person 
to whom a war gratuity is payable is mentally unfit, payment of 
the war gratuity may be made for the benefit of that person or some 
or all of his dependants, to sueh person, in such manner, and upon 
sHch conditions as the prescribed authority directs. 

26. Where a prescribed authority is satisfied at any time 
prior to the date of entitlement of any member that the member 
has nnglected or failed to provicle adequately for some or all of his 
dependants, the prescribed authority may direct that the whole or 
portion of the war gratuitv to \\·hich the memher would otherwise 
be entitled shall be credited and payable to those dependants or to 
some 1)('1'8011 in trust for them upon such trusts as the prescribed 
authority directs which slmll, if the prescribed authority so directs. 
he sd out in a deed of trust executed by that person. 

27.-(1.) Subject to sub-sectiolls (2.) and (3.) of this sectioll, 
011 the date of payment of the whole or the final balance of the \rar 
gratuity to \rhich a person is entitled, compound interest at the rate 
of Three pounds five shillings per centUI1l per annum calculated on the 
basis of yearly rests from the date of entitlement to that date of 
payment shall be cf('dited to the account of that person in the Reilister 
of \r ar Gratuities on the alllount of war gratuity in credit to that 
account and shall be deemed to be part of the ,mr gratuity and paid 
accordingly. 

(2.) Interest shall not be credited with respect to any period 
su bsequent to a date five years and six months after the cessatioll 
of hostilities. 

(~~.) Wbere the war gratnity is paid in full within three months 
from the date of entitlement, no interest shall be credited or PQid. 

28. The amount of-
(a) any war gratuity; or 
(6) any interest credited or paid to any person in pursuance of 

this Ad, 

shall not be liable to income tax under any law of the Commollwealtf, 
or of a State or Territory of the Commonwealth, and shall not bt; 

deemed to be property or income for the purposes of the Invalid and 
Old-age Pensions Act 1908~ 1945, tbe Australian Soldiers' Repatriat1;011 
Act 1920~1945 or the Widows' Pensions Act 1942~1944. 

29. Any person who-~ 
(a) obtains any war gratuity or interest which is not payable; 
(b) obtains payment of any war gratuity or interest by means 

of any false or misleading statement; or 
(c) makes or presents to the Minister, or to any officer or 

authority doing duty in relation to this Act or tIlt, 
regulations, any statement or document which is false 
in any particular, 

shall be guilty of an offence. 
Penalt,,: One hundred pounds or imprisonment for six months. 
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30.-(1.) The Treasurer may, from time to time, under the Authority to 
borrow mone v 
for purposes . 
of Act. 

provisions of the Common1realth Inscribed Stock Act 1911-1940, or 
under the provisions of any Act authorizing the issue of Treasury 
Bills, borrow such moneys as are nccessary for carrying out or giving 
effect to this Act. 

(2.) The amount borrowed shall bc issued and applied only for 
the expenses of borrowing and for the purposes of this Act. 

31. The Consolidated Revenue Fund is. to the necessary extent, 
hereby appropriated for the purposes of this Act. 

32. The Governor-General may make regulations, not lIlCOIl­

ilistent \vith this Act, prescribing all matters which are required or 
permitted to bp prescrihed or which are necessary or convenient 
to be prescribed, for carrying out or giving effect to' this Act, and in 
particular prescribing matters providing for and in relation to-

(0) tlw appointment and tenure of office of prescribed 
authorities; 

(b) the summoning of witnesses, the taking of evidence on oath 
and the production of documents; and 

(c) penalties, not exceeding Fifty poundR, for offences against 
the Regulations. 

THE SCHEDULE. 

CLASSES OF MEMBERS DISQUALIFIED FOR WAR GRATUITY. 

1. Any member-
(a) who has been absent without leave for a period of thirty days or more and 

has not, prior to such date as is prescribed in relation to the class of members 
in which the member is included, surrendered or been apprehended; 

(b) who, after such date as is prescribed in relation to the class of members ill 
which the member is included, has absented himself without leave for a 
continuous period of thirty days or more; 

(cl who is proved to the satisfaction of a prescribed authority to have been 
discharged or to have had his appointment terminated in conseqnence 
of wounds intentionally inflicted by himself or illness intentionally 
induced by himself; 

(d) who being an officer was, by sentence of court.martial, cashiered or 
dismissed from His Majesty's service or from the Defence Force or whose 
commission was cancelled, or whose appointment was terminated, by 
sentence of court· martial, or who was retired and such retirement was 
entered in Service records as being on account of an offence or misconduct 
of any kind committed during his service; or 

(,) who, by reason of any sentence or award of penal servitude, imprisonment or 
detention imposed on him while on the voyage for service overseas or 
while in a training camp, a ship or a depot, was unable to join a unit in 
the field, a ship or a depot (other than a unit or depot to which the member 
was posted for the purpose of undergoing penal servitude, imprisonment 
or detention, or a training camp or training depot) unless-

(i) he had, prior to the date of the sentence or award, completed a 
period of overseas qu&lifying service; and 

(ii) in the opinion of a prLscribed authority, the circumstances of 
that service are such as would not justify his being disqualified 
for war gratuity. 

Appropriation 
of C()Il~olidated 
Revenue Fund. 

Regulation.::, 
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2. Any member of tbe Naval Forces­
(a) who has been discharged" Run" ; 
(b) who hns been dismissed from His Majesty's Service with disgrace; 
(c) who has been dismissed from His Majesty's Service; 
(d) who has been discharged from the Naval Service as "Services no 10llger 

l'Bquirf'd " : 
(e) whose services have been dispensed with on account of misconduct; or 
(j) who lHts been invalided from the Naval Services for causes due to misconduct 

or within his control. 

a. Any member of the Military :I<'orces-

(a) who has bpen, by sentence of court·martial, discharged with ignominy from 
His Majesty's Service or discharged from the Defpnce Force; 

(b) ,\"ho has been discharged for any of thp following reasons ;­
(i) that he had been guilty of misconduct; 

(ii) that he had made a false answer on attestation; 
(iii) that he was considered unfit for the duties of his corps; or 
(iv) that it was considered his services were no longer required. 

and such discharge was, and was entered in Sen'ice records as bein~, 
on account of misconduct or discre, ,itable service; 

(c) who has been discharged for any of the following reasons ;-
(i) that by reason of numerous convictions he is deemed to be 

incorrigible; 
(ii) that he has been sentenced during his service to penal servitude 

or imprisonment by a civil court or by a court-martial; or 
(iii) that he has been sentenced by a court-martial to detention for a 

period of six months or more; or 
(d) who has bpen discharged for any of the following reasons ;-

(i) that he was found to be not suitable for any military service; 
(ii) that he was considered unsuitable for any further military duty 

or 
(iii) becanse his, services, for any reason considered sufficient by the 

~lilitary Board, were no longer required. 
and such discharge was, and was entered in Service records as being. 
on account of misconduct or discreditable service, or was becausp he 
had been sentenced to death by a ci viI court during his service, 

4. Anv member of the Air Force-
(a) ";'ho bas been, by sentence of court-martial, discharged with ignominy from' 

His Majesty's Service or discharged from the Defence Force; .or 
(b) whose appointment has been terminated or who has been discharged for 

reasons designated in the authority for termination of appointment or 
discharge as disciplinary. 

5. Any other class prescribed by the regulations, 

DROTTGHT RELIEF. 

No. 17 of 1945. 

An Act to amend 
Relief) A et 1944, 

the States Grants (Drought 
and for other purposes. 

[Assented to 3rd August, 1945.] 
[Date of commencement, 31st Augudt, 1945.] 

BE it enacted by t.'he K.ing's Most Excellent Majesty, the Senate, 
and the Hous£; of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Australia, for the purpose of appropriating the grant originatpd in tll!' 
House of Hepresentatives, as follows :-

1.-(1.) This Act may be cited as the Drought Relief Act 1945. 


