
COAL MINES REGULATION 
(AMENDMENT) ACT. 

Act No. 52, 1931. 

An Act to make further provision for the regula­
tion of coal mines and shale mines; to 
amend the Coal Mines Eegulation Act, 
1912, and certain other Acts: and for pur­
poses connected therewithi [Assented to, 
7th October, 1931.] 

BE 



BE it enacted by t h e King ' s Mos t Excel lent Majes ty , 
by and with t h e advice and consent of t h e Legis­

lat ive Council and Legislat ive Assembly of N e w S o u t h 
Wales in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by t h e au tho r i t y of 
the same, as follows :— 

1. (1) This A c t m a y be cited as t h e " C o a l Mines 
Regu la t i on (Amendmen t ) Act , 1 9 3 1 . " 

(2) The Coal Mines R e g u l a t i o n Act , 1912, as 
amended by subsequen t Acts , is in th i s A c t referred to 
as t h e Pr incipal Act . 

(3) The Pr inc ipa l Act , as amended by th is Act , 
may be cited as the Coal Mines R e g u l a t i o n Act , 1 9 1 2 -
1931 . 

(1) This A c t shal l commence upon a da te to be 
appoin ted by t h e Governor and notified by proc lamat ion 
publ ished in t h e Gazet te . 

2. The Pr inc ipa l A c t is amended by inser t ing in 
section th ree n e x t af ter the definition of " A ^ e n t " t he 
following n e w definition :— 

" C h e c k i n s p e c t o r " means a person appointed 
unde r genera l ru le t h i r t y -n ine of section lifty-
four of this Act . 

3. The Pr inc ipa l A c t is fu r the r amended— 

(a) by inser t ing a t t he end of subsect ion one of 
section five the words : " Such owner or agen t 
shall send wr i t t en not ice to t he inspector of 
the distr ict of t he u n d e r - m a n a g c r ' s n a m e and 
address wi th in fourteen days after t he nomina­
t ion of t he u n d e r - m a n a g e r " ; 

(b) by inse r t ing n e x t after subsection th ree of 
sect ion five the fol lowing new subsections :— 

(1) W h e r e any person is appoin ted to he 
manage r of two or more p roduc ing mines 
requi red by th is A c t to be u n d e r t he control 
of a m a n a g e r ho ld ing a first-class certificate 
of competency a separa te u n d e r - m a n a g e r shall 
be appoin ted for each mine . 
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(5) I f i t appears to t he Min i s te r t h a t t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t and control of a mine requi red to 
he exercised by t h e m a n a g e r are insufficient 
by reason of t he fact t h a t such m a n a g e r is also 
m a n a g e r of any o ther mine or mines , t h e 
Minis te r may by order in wr i t ing under his 
h a n d l imi t t he n u m b e r of such mines for which 
a person may act as manager . 

(6) The order shal l be delivered personal ly 
or sent by post by a registered le t t e r to such 
m a n a g e r and to t h e owner or agen t of each 
m i n e of which he is manage r . 

(7) If the owner, agent , or m a n a g e r objects 
to t h e reasonableness of t he order he m a y 
wi th in t en days af ter t h e receipt of t he order 
send his objection in wr i t ing , s ta t ing t h e 
g rounds thereof, to the Minis ter , who m a y 
w i t h d r a w the order or refer the m a t t e r to t h e 
cour t to be de te rmined . 

(8) If t he owner, agen t , or m a n a g e r fails 
w h e n no object ion is sen t as aforesaid to com­
p ly wi th the order wi th in four teen days after 
t h e exp i ra t ion of t h e t i m e for objection, or 
whe re t h e m a t t e r has been de te rmined b y t h e 
cour t to comply wi th t he order of the cour t 
wi th in t h e t ime the re in specified, he shall be 
gu i l ty of an offence aga ins t this Ac t . 

(9) N o person shall be prec luded by any 
a g r e e m e n t from doing or be l iable u n d e r any 
con t rac t to a n y pena l ty or forfeiture for doin^ 
such acts as m a y be necessary to comply wi th 
a n y order u n d e r this section. 

4. The P r inc ipa l A c t is fu r ther a m e n d e d — 

(a) (i) b y omi t t i ng from subsect ion one of sec­
t ion 5A the words " r e q u i r e d by th is A c t 
to be unde r the control of a certificated 
m a n a g e r " ; 

(ii) by omi t t i ng subsect ion four of t h e same 
section. 

(b) b y o m i t t i n g section e ight . 
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5. The Pr inc ipa l A c t is fur ther amended by inser t ing 
in section twenty-one after t h e words " in t h a t behalf " ; 
t h e following words :— 

" E v e r y such appl icant mus t have had a t least 
two years ' p rac t ica l exper ience in t he use of 
electrical mach ine ry and appa ra tus in a m i n e . " 

6. (1) The Pr inc ipa l Ac t is fu r ther amended by 
omi t t ing section twen ty - two and by inser t ing in l ieu 
thereof t h e following section :— 

22. (1) W h e r e electr ici ty exceeding in t he 
ap-o-reo-ate t h i r t y ki lowat ts is used in or about 
a n y m i n e for power and /or l i gh t ing purposes, a 
compe ten t person shall be appointed as m i n e 
electr ician, who shall be subject to t he a u t h o r i t y 
of the manager , and in his absence t he under -
manager , a n d shall have charge of all electr ical 
mach ine ry and a p p a r a t u s in or abou t the mine . 

(2) A person shall no t be qualified to ac t as 
mine electr ician unless he is for t he t i m e be ing 
registered as t he holder of a certificate of com­
pe tency as mine electr ician unde r th i s Act . 

(3) A n y person w h o — 
(a) no t be ing registered unde r th is A c t as t h e 

holder of a certificate of competency as a 
m i n e electr ician acts as a mine electr ician in 
or about a mine where t h e electr ici ty used 
for power a n d / o r l igh t ing purposes exceeds 
t h i r t y k i lowat ts or so acts in any place in a 
m i n e where naked l ights are prohibi ted not­
w i th s t and ing t h a t t h e electr ici ty used is less 
t h a n t h i r t y ki lowat ts ; or 

(b) k n o w i n g t h a t such person is no t so regis­
tered employs h im as a mine electr ic ian in 
or about such mine , 

shall be gui l ty of an offence aga ins t th is Ac t . 
(4) Upon the recommendat ion of t he chief 

inspector the Minis te r may by wr i t i ng u n d e r his 
h a n d g r a n t an exempt ion in respect of a l l or any 
of t he provisions of th is section e i ther absolutely 
or upon such t e rms and condit ions as the Minis­
te r m a y impose . 
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(5) W h e r e a certificated m i n e electr ician is 
requi red to he employed a t a n y m i n e t he owner 
or agen t of t he m i n e shall send to the inspector 
of t he d is t r ic t where in t he m i n e is s i tuated a 
wr i t t en notice of such e lec t r ic ian ' s n a m e and 
address w i th in one m o n t h after the da te of his 
a p p o i n t m e n t . 

(6) This section sha l l n o t app ly to electricians 
a t t e n d i n g to l a m p c h a r g i n g sets on t h e surface, 
electr ic s ignal l ing , te lephones , or l igh t ing on m a i n 
in t ake , t rave l l ing or hau lage roads unde rg round , 
provided such power does not exceed t h i r t y 
k i lowat t s . 

(2) The Coal Mines l l egu l a t i on (Amending) Act , 
1913, is amended by o m i t t i n g section n ine . 

7. The P r inc ipa l Act is fu r the r a m e n d e d — 

(a) by inser t ing in subsect ion one of sect ion 
thirty-five after t he word " s t r a t a " whe re 
firstly occur r ing the words " and all fau l t s , 
dykes , and o the r dislocations of t h e seam or 
seams " ; 

(b) by inse r t ing n e x t after subsect ion two of t he 
same section t h e following new subsection : — 

(2A) The owner, agen t , or m a n a g e r of t h e 
mine shall , on t he reques t of a check inspec­
tor appointed by t h e employees of such mine , 
p roduce to t h e check inspector at t h e office 
of t he mine du r ing an inspect ion of the m i n e 
such p lan and section. 

T h e check inspector shal l be ent i t led to 
examine t h e p lan and section b u t he shal l 
n o t be ent i t led to t ake away from the m i n e 
any copy thereof or d ivulge any in format ion 
derived theref rom wi thou t t he au thor i ty of the 
m a n a g e r . 

A check inspector who contravenes t he pro­
visions of th i s subsect ion shall be sruilty of a n 
offence aga ins t th i s Act . 
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8 . The Pr inc ipa l Ac t is fu r the r a m e n d e d — 

(a) by inser t ing a t t he commencemen t of subsec­
t ion one of section 35A the following w o r d s : 
" Unless t he Under -Secre ta ry for Mines upon 
appl icat ion m a d e in tha t behalf o therwise 
de termines " ; 

(b) b y omi t t ing from the same subsect ion t he 
f o l l o w i n g words : " s i x m o n t h s after the com-
m e n c e m e n t of t he Coal Klines R e g u l a t i o n 
(Amending) Act , 1 9 1 3 , " a n d by inser t ing in 
l i e u thereof t he following words : " th ree 
m o n t h s of the opening of such m i n e " ; 

(c) by omi t t ing from subsect ion two of t he same 
section t he following Avords : " a c q u i r i n g a n d 
add ing to such colliery ho ld ing any o the r 
freehold or leasehold l a n d s " and by inser t ing 
i n l ieu thereof t he following w o r d s : " any 
var ia t ion in such colliery ho ld ing by the 
acquisi t ion or disposal in any m a n n e r wha t ­
soever of lands of any t enure " ; 

(d) by omi t t ing from the same subsect ion t he 
word " o t h e r " where secondly occur r ing . 

9 . The P r inc ipa l Ac t is fu r ther a m e n d e d — 

(a) by omi t t ing from subsect ion one of section 
t h i r t y -n ine all words following the word 
" M i n i s t e r " and by inser t ing in l ieu thereof 
t he following pa rag raphs :— 

(a) an accura te p lan of t he mine or seam 
showing— 

(i) t he boundar ies of t he workings 
of t he m i n e or seam inc luding 
not only t h e work ing faces b u t 
also all head ings in advance 
thereof, u p to the t ime of t h e 
a b a n d o n m e n t ; 

(ii) the pil lars of coal or o ther minera l 
r e m a i n i n g u n w o r k e d ; 
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(iii) the position, direct ion, and ex ten t 
of every k n o w n faul t of every 
seam in t he mine , or of t he seam, 
as the case m a y be, w i th the 
ver t ical t h row of every k n o w n 
faul t , wash-out , or in t rus ive 
d y k e ; 

(iv) the posi t ion of the workings with 
regard to the su r face ; 

(v) t he genera l direct ion and ra te of 
dip of t h e s t ra ta ; and 

(vi) t h e dep th of every shaft, or in 
t he case of an abandoned seam, 
t he dep th of every shaft from 
t h e surface to t h a t s e a m ; 

(b) a sect ion of t h e s t ra ta sunk th rough , or 
if t h a t is no t reasonably pract icable , a 
section of everv seam in the mine , or of 
t he seam, as the case m a y be. 

Eve ry such p lan shall be of a du rab l e cha rac te r , 
and shal l be on a scale of not less t h a n two 
chains to t h e inch , or on t he same scale as t h e 
p l an used a t t he mine a t the t i m e of i ts 
abandonmen t . 

10. The Pr inc ipa l A c t is fu r the r amended— 

(a) by inser t ing n e x t after section th i r ty -n ine t he 
following n e w section : — 

39A. (1) The accuracy of every p lan , section, 
a n d t r ac ing wh ich is made a t any t ime after 
t h e exp i ra t ion of twelve m o n t h s from t h e 
c o m m e n c e m e n t of th i s Ac t , for t he purposes 
of section thir ty-five, section 35A, or section 
t h i r t y -n ine of th i s A c t shal l be certified by a 
person who is regis tered as a surveyor u n d e r 
t h e Surveyors Act , 1929, or who is t h e holder 
of a surveyor 's certificate cf competency g ran ted 
u n d e r this section. 

(2) Eor t h e purpose of asce r ta in ing 
t h e persons to w h o m surveyors ' certificates of 
competency m a y be g ran ted , examiner s shall be 
appoin ted by t heboa rd for appo in t i ngexamine r s 
cons t i tu ted u n d e r subsect ion two of section 
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six of th is Act , who may hold examina t ions 
and examine appl icants for such certificates 
in such subjects as may he prescribed by a n y 
ru les made by the Minis ter in t h a t behalf. 

The provisions of section seven of th i s A c t 
shall , m u t a t i s mu tand i s , apply to a n d in 
respect of surveyors ' certificates of competency. 

(3) No person shal l be en t i t l ed to a 
surveyor ' s certificate of competency un less— 

(a) he is at least twen ty -one years of age ; 
(b) he furnishes to t he examiner s satis­

factory evidence of his sobriety and 
good conduct ; 

(c) he furnishes to t he examiners satis­
factory evidence t h a t he has had prac­
t ical exper ience in survey ing mines 
du r ing a period of not less t h a n four 
y e a r s : 

P rov ided "that in t he case of a candidate 
who— 

(i) has passed t h r o u g h a r egu la r course 
of min ing s tudy of at least two years ' 
dura t ion in a school of m i n i n g , a n d 
lias received, after due examina t ion , 
from some univers i ty , school of 
mines , or o ther body approved by the 
Minis te r , a degree or d i p l o m a ; or 

(ii) has passed satisfactorily a full course 
of ins t ruc t ion in surveying a t a n 
ins t i tu t ion approved by the Minis ter , 

it shall be a sufficient compl iance wi th the 
r equ i r emen t s of pa rag raph (c) of th i s subsec­
t ion if the candidate furnishes to t he examiner s 
satisfactory evidence t ha t he has had pract ical 
experience in mines du r ing a period of not less 
t h a n one year. 

( i ) For all o ther purposes r e l a t ing to 
t h e examina t ion of appl icants , and the g ran t ­
ing , cancel lat ion, and suspension of such cer­
tificates, and the regis t ra t ion of t he holders of 
such certificates, t he provisions of th i s Ac t 
re la t ing to manage r s ' certificates of competency 
shall , m u t a t i s mu tand i s , apply and have effect, 
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(a) A certificate of service as m i n e 
surveyor shal l he g ran ted by the Min i s te r t o 
every person who satisfies h i m e i ther t h a t 
before the first day in J u l y , one thousand nine 
h u n d r e d and th i r ty -one , he was ac t ing , and 
has since t h a t day acted, cr t h a t he has a t any 
t ime wi th in five years before t h e said date , for 
a period of no t less t h a n two years, acted in 
t he capaci ty of a mine surveyor at a m i n e 
requ i red by the A c t to be unde r t he control of 
a certificated manage r . 

(1)) by inser t ing in t h e Thi rd Schedule after t h e 
words " m i n e electr ic ian 's certificate " the words 
" or surveyor ' s certificate of competency . " 

11. The Pr inc ipa l Ac t is f u r t he r a m e n d e d — 

(a) (i) by omi t t i ng f rom section for ty-one t h e 
word " four teen " a n d by inse r t ing in l ieu 
thereof t he word " s i x t e e n " ; 

(ii) by inser t ing a t t he end of t he same section 
t he following new subsect ion :— 

(2) The provisions of th i s section shal l 
no t p reven t a boy u n d e r t he age of s ix teen 
years who before t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t of 
t h e Coal Mines Regu la t i on ( A m e n d m e n t ) 
Act , 1931 , was lawful ly employed in or 
abou t any mine from c o n t i n u i n g to be 
so employed. 

(b) by omi t t ing f rom subsect ion one of section 
forty-two the words " be tween t h e age of 
four teen years a n d " and by in se r t ing in 
l ieu thereof t he following w o r d s : " u n d e r 
t h e age of " ; 

(c) by omi t t i ng from the r e t u r n of persons ordin­
ari ly employed d u r i n g the year in P a r t A of 
the F o u r t h Schedule t he figures " Hi " wherever 
occurring: and by inser t ing in l ieu thereof t he 
figures " 18 " ; 

(d) by omi t t ing from the same r e t u r n t he words 
and figures " Boys unde r 14 " ; 

(e) by o m i t t i n g from the same r e t u r n t h e figures 
" 14 " were last ly occur r ing and by inse r t ing 
in l ieu thereof t he figures " 1 0 . " 
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12. The Pr inc ipa l A c t is fur ther amended by in­
se r t ing nex t after pa ragraph (b) of subsect ion one of 
section fifty t he following new paragraph : — 

( b l ) Every pa r t of t he m i n e in which ten or more 
persons are employed a t the same t ime shall he 
provided with a t least two ways affording 
means of egress to t h e surface and so a r ranged 
t h a t in t h e event of e i ther becoming impassable 
a t any point the o ther will afford means of 
egress to t he su r face : Provided t h a t upon 
wr i t t en appl icat ion be ing made in t h a t behalf 
t he inspector m a y g ran t an exempt ion in 
respect of any par t of any mine . 

13. The Pr inc ipa l Ac t is fur ther amended— 

(a) by inser t ing nex t after section fifty-three the 
following new Division :— 

DIVISION 10.—Special provisions as lo mines 
worked by contractor. 

5 3 A . (1) I n every m i n e the mater ia l s re ­
qu i red for t he suppor t of t he roofs and sides 
shall be provided by and a t t he cost of t be 
owner of t he mine , a n d the deput ies , shot-
tirers, and all o the r officials of the mine shall 
be appoin ted and the i r wages paid by the 
owner , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h a t t he m i n e or any 
par t tbereof is worked, or any par t of t he 
operat ions there in is carried on by a contractor , 
and no such cont rac tor nor any person 
employed by h i m shall be appointed to be 
manage r , under -manager , depu ty , or shotfirer 
of t he mine . 

(2) W h e r e u n d e r any con t rac t exis t ing 
a t t he commencemen t of the Coal Mines R e g u ­
la t ion (Amendment ) Act , 1931 , the mater ia ls 
requi red for the suppor t of t h e roof or sides are 
to be provided, or the wages of any official 
a re to be paid, by any person other t han the 
owner , t he owner may apply to t he dis t r ic t 
cou r t for t h e dis t r ic t in w h i c h t he mine is 
s i tua te and t h e cour t m a y m a k e such variat ion 
in t he t e rms of t he con t rac t as appears to t he 
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cour t j u s t and equi tab le unde r t he c i rcum­
stances of t h e case, or in t h e a l te rna t ive t h e 
cour t m a y , a t t he reques t of t h e owner , 
de te rmine the con t rac t . 

(3) I f in any m i n e t he r e is a contra­
vent ion of or non-compl iance with t he provi­
sions of th is section t h e owner of the m i n e 
shall be deemed to be gu i l ty of an offence 
aga ins t this Ac t . 

(b) by inser t ing in subsection th ree of section one 
after t h e words and symbols "DIVISION 9.— 
Division of mine into parts—s. 53 " the words 
and symbols " D I V I S I O N 10.—Special pro­
visions as to mines worked by contractor— 
s. 53A." 

14. (1) Section fifty-four of t he Pr inc ipa l A c t is 
amended— 

(a) by omi t t i ng from pa rag raph (e) of general 
ru l e one t he following words : " Provided t h a t 
t h e second sample shall no t be t a k e n wi th in a 
period of less t h a n one fo r tn igh t after t h e 
resu l t of t he first sample is communica t ed to 
the owner, agent , or manage r of t h e mine " ; 

(b) by omi t t ing general rule four and by inse r t ing 
in l ieu thereof t he following ru le :— 

Rule 4. (a) P o r t h e purpose of t h e inspec­
t ions before t h e commencemen t of work 
in a shift as provided in th is ru le , one 
or more s ta t ions shall be appo in ted a t 
t he en t r ance to t h e mine or to different 
par t s of the mine , as t he case m a y 
requi re , and no w o r k m a n shall pass 
beyond any such s ta t ion u n t i l t he p a r t 
of t h e mine beyond t h a t s ta t ion has 
been examined and reported to be safe 
in m a n n e r provided in th is ru le . 

(b) Compe ten t person or persons a p ­
poin ted by the owner, agent , or m a n a g e r 
for the purpose , n o t be ing a con t rac to r 
for ge t t i ng minera l s in t he mine , shal l , 
w i th in such t ime before t h e commence-
n e a t of each shift as may be fixed by 
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t h e special rules of t h e mine , inspect 
wi th a locked safety l a m p the p a r t of 
t he mine s i tua ted beyond the s ta t ion 
or each of the s ta t ions, a n d in which 
w o r k m e n are to work or t ravel d u r i n g 
the shift, and all work ing-p laces in 
which work is t empora r i ly idle which 
are safely accessible on t h e i n t ake side 
of t h e last working-p lace ,and shall ascer­
t a in t h e condi t ion thereof so far as t he 
presence of gas, vent i la t ion , roof, and 
sides a n d general safety are concerned. 

(c) A full and accura te repor t speci­
fying t h e condit ion of i he vent i la t ion 
and whe the r or not , and where , if any, 
noxious or inf lammable gas was found, 
and w h e t h e r or not a n y and (if any) 
w h a t defects in roofs or sides a n d other 
sources of danger were observed, shal l 
he recorded w i t h o u t delay in t he record 
hook to be kep t a t t he mine for t h e pur ­
pose, and accessible to the workmen , and 
such report shall be signed by ,and , so far 
as t h e same does not consist of pr in ted 
ma t t e r , shall be in t h e hand-wr i t ing of 
t he person who made the inspect ion. 

(d) F o r t h e purpose of t he foregoing 
provisions of this ru le , two or more shifts 
succeeding one ano the r wi thou t a n y 
in terval are to he deemed to he one shift. 

(e) A similar inspection shal l he made 
in t he course of each shift of all pa r t s of 
t h e mine s i tuated beyond the s ta t ion or 
each of t he s ta t ions aforesaid and in 
which w o r k m e n arc to work or t ravel 
du r ing the shift, b u t i t shal l no t he 

-necessary unle-s in f lammable gas is 
found to record a repor t of such inspec­
t ion in a book : 

Provided t h a t in t h e case of a mine 
worked by a succession of shifts the 
repor t of one such inspection shall be 
recorded in t he m a n n e r above requi red . 
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(f) A compe ten t person or persons 
appointed, by t h e owner, agen t , or 
m a n a g e r for t he purpose , n o t be ing a 
cont rac tor for ge t t ing minera l s in t he 
mine , shall , immedia te ly after each 
shift and the w o r k m e n have wi thd rawn , 
inspect wi th a locked safety- lamp every 
p a r t of a n a k e d l ight mine in which 
w o r k m e n worked or t ravel led du r ing t h e 
said shift, and shall ascer tain the con­
di t ion of t he m i n e in respect of danger 
from fire and repor t t he same and 
for thwi th en te r the said repor t in a book 
to be k e p t a t t he m i n e for t he purpose . 

(c) (i) by omi t t i ng from p a r a g r a p h (b) of sub­
clause one of genera l ru le e ight t h e word 
" normal ly " ; and b y inser t ing after t h e 
word " g a s " in general ru le 8 (I) (b) t h e 
words " when sampled in t h e same m a n n e r 
as provided for i n t ake air u n d e r genera l 
ru l e (1) (e) of t he Pr inc ipa l A c t " ; 

(ii) by o m i t t i n g from p a r a g r a p h (c) of sub ­
clause one of t h e same genera l ru le t he 
words " (except in t he main i n t a k e a i rways 
w i th in two h u n d r e d yards from the sha f t ; " ; 
also t he words " c a u s i n g any personal in ju ry 
w h a t e v e r " ; and by inser t ing after the word 
" has " in general ru le 8 (1) (c) t he words 
" been definitely proved to have " ; 

(iii) by omi t t i ng pa rag raphs (d) and (e) of 
subclause one of the same genera l ru le a n d 
by inse r t ing in l ieu thereof t h e following 
p a r a g r a p h s :— 

(d) in any place or p a r t of a mine where 
a n y q u a n t i t y (capable of be ing 
detec ted by an ord inary oil safety 
lamp) , of inf lammable gas has been 
given off wi th in t he previous twelve 
m o n t h s . 

(e) in any w o r k i n g w h i c h is w i th in 
t w e n t y yards of, or is be ing advanced 
towards any local i ty where it is 
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doubt fu l w h e t h e r or no t t he re m a y 
be an accumula t i on of inf lammable 
gas, or any place in t he same dis t r ic t 
on t he r e t u r n a i rway side of such 
work ing . 

(iv) by omi t t i ng from subclause two of t he 
same general ru le t h e -words " e x c e p t w h e n 
the use of safety- lamps in t h a t p a r t of t h e 
d i s t r i c t was in t roduced as a t empora ry 
p recau t ion , a n d t h e condi t ions a rc no t s u c h 
as to render necessary t h e in t roduc t ion of 
t h e use of safe ty- lamps t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
d i s t r i c t " and by inse r t ing in l ieu thereof 
t h e words " o r in any p a r t of t h e mine 
s i tua ted on the r e t u r n airway side of such 
ven t i l a t i ng d i s t r i c t " ; 

(v) by o m i t t i n g from subclause th ree of the 
same genera l ru le t h e words " o therwise 
t h a n as a t empora ry p recau t ion aga ins t 
app rehended danger " ; 

(vi) by omi t t i ng subc lause four of t he same 
genera l r u l e ; 

(vii) by o m i t t i n g from subclause live of t h e same 
general ru le t he Avoids " two per c e n t u m " 
and by inser t ing in l ieu thereof t h e words 
" one and a quar te r p e r c e n t u m " ; 

(viii) by omi t t ing from subclause five of t he 
same general ru le t he Avords " as a rc on t h e 
r e t u r n side of t h e said place in t h a t vent i ­
l a t ing d i s t r i c t " and by inse r t ing in l ieu 
thereof t he words " i n t h a t ven t i l a t ing 
distr ict as he m a y d i r e c t " ; 

(ix) by omi t t i ng from subclause five of t h e 
same general ru le t he words " u n l e s s he 
appeals in m a n n e r prescribed aga ins t t h e 
said requis i t ion of t h e inspector to t h e 
c o u r t " a n d by inse r t ing in lieu thereof 
t he words " un t i l t h e m a t t e r has been 
otherwise decided by appea l in m a n n e r 
prescribed aga ins t t he said requis i t ion of 
the inspector " ; 

(d) 



(d) (i) by omi t t i ng f rom pa rag raph (b) of general 
ru le t en t he word " e i ther " and also t he 
words " or for t he purpose of firing a shot 
in conformity w i t h t h e provisions herein­
af ter conta ined " 

(ii) by omi t t ing from p a r a g r a p h (c) of the same 
general ru le rhe word " e i ther " and also 
t he words " or for t h e purpose of firing 
shots " 

(iii) by inse r t ing n e x t after p a r a g r a p h (d) of the 
same general ru le t h e following new para­
g raph :— 
(d l ) A person shal l not damage a safety-

l a m p ; 
(iv) by inser t ing in p a r a g r a p h (e) of t he same 

genera l ru le after t h e words " g i v e n o u t " 
t h e words " and such person shal l be gu i l ty 
of an offence aga ins t th i s A c t " ; 

(e) (i) by inser t ing in subclause th ree of genera l 
ru le 12B after t h e words " Such t r e a t m e n t 
shal l no t be compulsory if" t he words 
" t h e chief inspector has g ran ted a wr i t t en 
exempt ion in respect thereof a n d " ; 

(ii) b y o m i t t i n g from subclause th ree of t he 
same general ru le all words following the 
word " p a t h " ; 

(iii) by omi t t i ng from subclause four of t h e 
same genera l ru l e t h e words " or su i tably 
t r ea ted so as to p revent , as far as p rac ­
t icable " and bv inse r t ing in l ieu thereof 
t he words '•" and sui tably t r ea ted so as to 
p r e v e n t as far as prac t icable any dange r 
ar is ing from " ; 

(f) by inser t ing n e x t after genera l ru le s ix teen 
the following new general ru le :— 

Rule 10A. Tra ins r u n for t he conveyance 
of w o r k m e n , w h e t h e r above or below 
g round and whe the r on t h e premises of 
a mine or on a l ine or s iding be long ing 
to the owners of t h e m i n e shall be 
unde r t he en t i re control of a person 
appoin ted to accompany and have 
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charge of the t ra in , and no person 
shal l a t t e m p t to get into or ou t of t he 
t ra in when in motion nor r ide upon the 
footboard (if any) nor upon the buffers 
or coupl ings , nor refuse to comply wi th 
t he direct ions of the person in charge , 
nor in any way obs t ruc t or interfere 
wi th such person in t he discharge of 
his dut ies , and any person fail ing to 
comply wi th th is rule shall be gui l ty of 
an offence agains t this A c t and shall be 
reported by the person in cha rge to t he 
m a n a g e r or unde r -manage r . 

(g) by omi t t i ng general ru le twen ty - th ree and by 
inse r t ing in l ieu thereof the following general 
r u l e s : — 

Rule 23. (1) W h e r e props or props and bars 
or chocks are used to suppor t the roof 
at the work ing face, the roof unde r 
which a n y work of ge t t ing coal or 
t i l l ing skips is carried on shall be 
systematical ly and adequa te ly sup­
ported, and the props or chocks shall be 
set a t such regular intervals and in such 
m a n n e r as may be specified in the 
not ice hereinafter ment ioned . 

(2) H o l i n g props or sprags shall 
be set as soon as pract icable , and shall 
be set a t such regula r intervals and in 
such m a n n e r as may be specified in t he 
not ice hereinaf ter ment ioned , and shall 
n o t be removed un t i l the coal is abou t 
to be taken down and before the roof 
suppor ts (it any) have been advanced 
in t he m a n n e r specified in t he not ice . 

(3) I n all par ts of a roadway in 
which sets or t ra ins consist ing of three 
or more skips are coupled or uncoupled, 
the roof and sides shall be sys temat ica l ly 
and adequa te ly supported, and in such 
p a r ' s and in all o ther par t s of t h e 
roadway the roof or sides of which 
requi re to be suppor ted , if p rops or ba rs 

a re 



are used as suppor t s , such suppor t s 
shal l be set a t such r egu la r in tervals 
and in such m a n n e r as may be specified 
in the not ice here inaf ter ment ioned . 

(4) The m a n a g e r shal l by notice 
specify for each dis t r ic t or pa r t or a 
d is t r ic t in t h e m i n e (if roof condit ions 
are "variable) t h e m a n n e r in which t h e 
supports are to be set and advanced, 
a n d t he m a x i m u m in terva ls to be 
observed on roadways be tween t h e 
supports and a t t h e face— 

(a) be tween each row of props ; 
(b) be tween adjacent props in t h e 

same r o w ; 
(c) be tween t h e front row of props 

and t he face ; 
(d) be tween t h e ho l ing props or 

s p r a g s ; 
(e) be tween chocks : 

Provided t h a t t h e in te rva l be tween 
ho l ing props or sprags shal l in no case 
exceed six feet. 

(5) (a) If t he inspector of t he 
dis t r ic t considers t h a t t he sys tem of 
suppor t i ng the roof a n d sides adopted 
in a n y par t of a m i n e is unsa t i s fac tory 
e i ther by reason of t h e dis tances fixed 
or any of t h e m be ing excessive or 
otherwise , h e m a y r equ i r e t he m a n a g e r 
to fix some less dis tance, or otherwise 
modify t he sys tem. 

(b) The requis i t ion shal l be in 
wr i t i ng u n d e r t h e h a n d of t h e inspec­
tor and shall be del ivered personal ly or 
sent by post by a regis tered le t te r to t he 
manage r . 

(c) I f t h e m a n a g e r objects to 
t he reasonableness of t he requis i t ion he 
m a y , within four teen days af ter t h e 
receipt of t he requis i t ion , send his 
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objection in wr i t ing s t a t ing t h e grounds 
thereof to the chief inspector who m a y 
wi thd raw the requis i t ion or refer t he 
m a t t e r to t he cour t to he de te rmined . 

(d) If the manage r fails when 
no objection is sent as aforesaid to com­
ply wi th t he order wi th in t en days after 
t he expirat ion of the t ime for objection, 
or where t he m a t t e r has been de termined 
by t h e court , to comply wi th the order 
of the cour t within the t ime the re in 
specified be shall be gu i l ty of an offence 
aga ins t th is Act . 

(6) N o t h i n g in th is ru le shal l 
p reven t a w o r k m a n from se t t ing sup­
por t s in bis working-place a t more 
f requent in tervals t h a n those specified 
in t he not ice aforesaid where necessary 
for safety. 

Rule 23A. W h e r e t he work of e rec t ing t he 
supports of the roof and sides of work­
ing-places is done by the w o r k m e n 
employed therein, a sufficient supply of 
t imber or o ther mater ia l s su i table for 
suppor t s shal l be k e p t a t or wi th in t en 
yards of every working-p lace where , 
in pursuance of th is Act , suppor ts are 
required to be erected, and a l so at the 
pass-bye, siding, or o ther similar place 
in t he mine convenient to t he w o r k -
men ; and it shall be t he d u t y of the 
deput ies to see t h a t such sufficient 
supply is so kept , and a n y working-
place in w h i c h s u c h a sufficient supply 
is no t kep t s h a l l no t be deemed to be 
sa fe for t he purpose of t h e provisions 
of th is Act . Sufficient t i m b e r or o the r 
mate r ia l s as aforesaid, t o enable t h e 
deput ies to see t h a t t h e provisions of 
this r u l e are complied w i t h shal l be 
cons tan t ly provided by t h e OAvner, 
agen t , or m a n a g e r . 

(h) 



(h) by omi t t i ng genera l rales twen ty - seven and 
twen ty -e igh t and by inser t ing in l ien thereof 
the following genera l rules :— 

Utile 27 . (1) Where t he appa ra tus ordin­
ari ly used for ra is ing or lowering 
persons to or from the surface is worked 
b y mechanica l power it shall , if t he 
shaft is vert ical , be provided wi th a 
de tach ing hook, and , if t he shaft is 
more t h a n th ree h u n d r e d feet in depth , 
shall also be provided wi th a n effective 
au toma t i c cont r ivance to prevent over­
wind ing . 

T h e provisions of this subclause of 
th i s ru le shall ccme in to operat ion on 
the first dav of J u l v , one thousand nine 
li unci red and th i r ty - th ree : 

Provided t h a t t he Minis ter mav, if he 
is satisfied t ha t the special c i rcumstances 
of a n y pa r t i cu la r m i n e so requ i re , by 
not ice unde r his h a n d e x e m p t such 
m i n e from the provisions of this sub­
clause or from such provisions as are 
specified in t h e not ice . The exempt ion 
m a v be un l imi ted as to dura t ion , or m a v 
have effect only for a period specified in 
t h e not ice . 

(2) If in any mine t he wind ing 
appa ra tu s is no t provided wi th some 
a u t o m a t i c cont r ivance to prevent over­
wind ing in accordance wi th subclause 
one of th is ru le , the cage w h e n m e n a re 
be ing raised or lowered shal l not bo 
wound a t a speed exceeding th ree 
miles an hou r after t he cage has reached 
a po in t in t h e shaft w i th in t h i r t y feet 
of t h e surface or t h e bo t tom of t he 
shaft as the case m a y be . 

Rule 28. E v e r y cage shal l be provided 
with ca tches or o the r sui table contr iv­
ance to p reven t skips fal l ing out , a n d 
if used for lower ing or ra is ing persons, 
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shall be covered in completely at the 
top and closed in a t the two sides in 
a sufficient m a n n e r to p reven t persons 
or t h ings from projec t ing beyond the 
sides, and shal l be provided with suit­
able gates or o ther rigid fences and 
wi th a rigid hand bar fixed in a 
posit ion where it can be reached easily 
by all persons in the cage : 

Provided t h a t t he provisions of th is 
ru le shal l not apply where the cage or 
skip is worked by a windlass or where 
persons are employed a t work in the 
shaft, or where a wr i t t en exempt ion is 
given by the chief inspector . 

Rule 28A. Keps for suppor t ing the cage 
w h e n a t res t shall be provided a t t he 
surface level where minera l is usual ly 
unloaded, b u t shal l not be provided a t 
any in te rmedia te landing's in t he shaft . 
T h e keps provided a t t he surface level, 
and also t he keps , if any, provided at 
the bo t t om of the shaft, shall be used 
w h e n persons are en t e r ing or leaving 
t h e cage. 

The foregoing r equ i r emen t as to t he 
provision of keps shall not app ly to 
a system of wind ing by means of a 
s ingle rope where the cages are held 
by the friction of t he rope on the wind­
ing sheave. 

Rule 28B. W h e r e there is a vent i la t ing 
shaft nearer to t he cen t re of the work ing 
places t h a n t h e shaft or t u n n e l used as 
a second means of egress t h e Min is te r 
may , on t he r ecommenda t ion of t he 
chief inspector , requi re by not ice unde r 
his h a n d t h a t such shaft shall wi th in 
t h e period specified in the notice, if 
any, be equipped wi th sui table and 
efficient mach ine ry for ra is ing or lower-
ing persons there in , and the said 
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m a c h i n e r y when instal led shall he 
cons tan t ly main ta ined in safe work ing 
order, and shall be avai lable for raising 
persons from the m i n e du r ing the whole 
t ime t h a t more t h a n t w e n t y employees 
are u n d e r g r o u n d . 

(i) by omi t t i ng subpa rag raph (ii) of pa ragraph(a ) 
of general ru le t h i r t y - t h r e e and by inser t ing in 
l ieu thereof t he following subparag raph : — 

(ii) be examined t ho rough ly a t least once 
in every twelve mon ths by a person 
l icensed under t h e provisions of section 
forty-six of t h e Mines Inspec t ion Ac t , 
1901 , to test and examine any boiler a t 
a mine . 

(3) by inser t ing in general ru le th i r ty -e igh t after 
t he word " s h a l l " where firstly occurr ing t h e 
words " be in or to t he effect of the prescribed 
form and s h a l l " ; 

(k) (i) by inse r t ing in genera l ru l e t h i r ty -n ine 
after the word " m i n e r s " t he words " a n d 
one of w h o m is t h e holder of a t least a th i rd-
class certificate of competency or of service 
u n d e r this A c t " ; 

(ii) by omi t t i ng from the same general r u l e 
the words " o n c e a t least in every m o n t h " 
and by inse r t ing in l ieu thereof t he words 
" a t any t ime on giving reasonable not ice 
to t h e m a n a g e r ; 

(iii) by inse r t ing in t h e same genera l ru l e after 
t he word " m a c h i n e r y " t h e words and 
proviso " and also to examine t h e p lan and 
section of the mine as provided by section 
thirty-five of this A c t : 

Provided t h a t such inspect ion shall no t 
be conducted so as to impede or obs t ruc t 
t he work ing of the m i n e " ; 

(1) by inse r t ing in genera l ru le forty after the 
word " coal-get ter " or t he word " shale-get ter " 
wherever occur r ing t h e words " o r f i l l e r " ; 
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(m) b y inser t ing n e x t af ter general ru l e forty-
th ree the following new general ru le : — 

Rude 4 3 A . — A drill worked by mechan ica l 
power shall not be used for dr i l l ing in 
stone or rock un less— 

(a) wa te r is fed into t he bot tom of 
t h e h o l e ; or 

(b) a j e t or spray of wa te r is directed 
and kep t directed in to or abou t 
t h e h o l e ; or 

(c) other s teps approved by the 
chief inspector are t aken , 

in such m a n n e r and to such ex ten t as 
is necessary to p reven t the issue of 
dus t from the hole du r ing t h e dr i l l ing 
operat ions : 

Provided tha t where t he dr i l l ing in 
s tone or rock is done in t e rmi t t en t ly in 
a working-place and in conjunc t ion 
wi th coal-get t ing operat ions t he chief 
inspector, upon appl icat ion in t h a t 
behalf, m a y , by wr i t ing unde r his hand , 
g r a n t an exempt ion in respect of the 
whole or any pa r t of t h e provisions of 
th i s ru le . 

(n) by inser t ing n e x t after pa ragraph (k) of sub­
clause one of general ru le for ty-four the 
following new p a r a g r a p h :— 

(1) n o coal or coke fire shall be allowed in 
t h e inter ior of the bui ld ing . 

(2) The Coal Mines R e g u l a t i o n ( A m e n d m e n t ) 
Ac t , 1926, is amended by omi t t i ng pa r ag raph (c) of 
subsect ion two of section n i n e . 

15. The Pr inc ipa l Act is fur ther amended— 

(a) by inser t ing n e x t after section 50A the follow­
ing new Division :— 

DIVISION 1A.—Regulations. 

56B. (1) The Governor m a y — 
(a) m a k e regula t ions a m e n d i n g or repeal­

ing any or all of t he genera l rules set 
out in section fifty-four of th is A c t ; 
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(b) m a k e such regu la t ions for t he conduce 
and guidance of persons ac t ing in the 
m a n a g e m e n t of mines or employed in 
or a b o u t mines as m a y appea r best 
calculated to p reven t dangerous acci­
den ts and to provide for the safety, 
hea l th , convenience, and proper discip­
l ine of persons employed in or about 
m i n e s ; 

(c) m a k e regula t ions deal ing w i t h — 
(i) t h e care and t r e a t m e n t of horses 

or o ther an imals used in or a b o u t 
m i n e s ; 

(ii) t he vent i la t ion of mines a n d the 
regula t ion of t he use of mechan i ­
cal vent i la t ing app l i ances ; 

(iii) t he na tu r e , ma in tenance , exami­
na t ion and inspection of all 
mach ine ry used in or a b o u t 
m i n e s ; 

(iv) t he precau t ions to be t a k e n 
aga ins t coal d u s t ; 

(v) t h e form of a n y not ice , requi ­
sition, or documen t requi red by 
or unde r this Act, and for which 
express provision is no t m a d e 
i n th i s A c t ; 

(vi) t h e me thod of service of any 
not ice, requis i t ion, or documen t 
required to be served on or sent 
to any person by or unde r th is 
Ac t , and for which express pro­
vision is no t m a d e in this A c t ; 

(vii) any o the r m a t t e r dea l t with 
in t he general rules set ou t in 
section fifty-four of this A c t ; 

(viii) any other m a t t e r whatsoever 
involved in or connected wi th t he 
control and work ing of mines and 
of works in which coal is carbon­
ised or otherwise t rea ted where 
such works a re adjacent to and 
be long ing to t he mine . 
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(2) The regu la t ions may apply e i ther 
to all mines or to any specified class or 
descr ipt ion of mines , and may provide for t he 
exempt ion of a n y specified class or descript ion 
of mines e i ther absolutely or subject to condi­
tions specified in t he regula t ions . 

(3) The provisions conta ined in sec­
t ion 5Cc of this A c t shall have effect w i th 
respect to t he procedure for m a k i n g regula­
tions unde r th is section. 

(4) The regula t ions sha l l— 
(a) be publ ished in t he Gazet te ; 
(b) t ake effect from the da te specified in 

t h e regula t ions ; 
(c) be laid before both Houses of Par l ia­

m e n t within, four teen s i t t ing days if 
P a r l i a m e n t is t hen in session, and if 
no t , t hen wi th in four teen s i t t ing days 
after t he c o m m e n c e m e n t of t he n e x t 
session. 

I f e i ther House of P a r l i a m e n t passes a 
resolut ion of which notice has been given a t 
a n y t ime wi th in fifteen s i t t ing days after the 
regu la t ions have been laid before such H o u s e 
disal lowing any regula t ion or pa r t thereof, t h e 
regu la t ion or pa r t shal l t he r eupon cease to 
have effect. 

SCc. (1) Before any regu la t ion is made 
u n d e r section 56ii of this Ac t the Minis ter 
shal l cause to be publ ished in such m a n n e r 
as he m a y th ink best adapted for informing 
persons affected not ice of t he proposal to make 
t h e regula t ion and of t he place where copies 
of the draf t regula t ion m a y be obtained and 
of t h e t ime (which shal l not be less t h a n 
t h i r t y days) wi th in which any objection made 
wi th respect to t he draft regula t ion by or on 
behalf of persons affected m u s t be sent to t he 
Minis ter . 

(2) Eve ry objection m u s t be in wri t ing, 
and s ta te— 

(a) t he specific grounds of objection ; 
(b) t he omissions, addit ions, or modifica­

t ions asked for. (3) 



(3) The Minister shall consider any 
objection made by or on behalf of any person 
appearing to him to be affected which is sent 
to him within the required time, and he may, 
if he thinks fit, amend the draft regulation, 
and the foregoing provisions shall apply to the 
amended draft in like manner as they apply to 
the original draft. 

(4) I f after the publication of the 
notice with respect to any such draft regu­
lation (whether an original or amended draft) 
any general objection as defined in this section 
is made within the required time with respect 
to the draft and not withdrawn, the regulation 
shall not be made until the matter has been 
referred to the court for determination. 

I f on any such reference the court considers 
that the draft regulation should be varied to 
meet the objection, it shall recommend any 
variation which it considers necessary or 
expedient, and effect shall be given to the 
recommendation in the regulation if made. 

(5) I f the Minister considers that any 
objection, though not a general objection, is of 
such a character that it is desirable to refer it 
to the court he may so refer it, and in that 
case the foregoing provisions shall apply as in 
the case of a general objection. 

(6) I f any objection, though not a 
general objection, is made on behalf of the 
owners of mines of any particular class or 
mines in any separate area, and it is alleged 
in the objection that having regard to the 
special natural conditions or special methods 
of working in mines of that class, or mines in 
that area, the proposed regulation ought not 
to apply to those mines, the Minister shall, 
unless he is of opinion that the objection is 
frivolous, refer it to the court, and in that case 
the foregoing provisions shall apply as in the 
case of a general objection. 
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(7) For the purposes of this section a 
general objection means an objection made 
either by or on bebalf of owners of mines 
employing not less than one-third of the total 
number of men employed at the mines affected 
by the draft regulation or, if such draft con­
tains different provisions for different classes 
of mines, of the total number of men 
employed in any such class of mines, or by or 
on behalf of not less than one-third of the 
total number of men so employed. 

'Ihe number of men employed shall be 
calculated in accordance with the returns for 
the last preceding year sent by owners of 
mines to the inspectors in pursuance of the 
provisions of this Act. 

(b) by inserting in subsection three of section one 
after the words and symbols " DIVISION 1.— 
General rules—ss. 04-56A " the words and 
symbols " DIVISION 1A.—Regulations—ss. 
56B, 5GC" ; 

(c) by inserting in section three after the definition 
of " S m a l l m i n e " the following definition: 
"This A c t " includes the regulations made 
thereunder. 

(d) (i) by inserting in section fifty-six after the 
word " A c t " where firstly occurring the 
words " or any regulation made under this 
A c t " ; 

(ii) by inserting in the same section after the 
words "general ru les" where secondly 
occurring the words " or the said regu­
lations " ; 

(iii) by omitting from the same section the 
words "said rules as regulat ions" and 
by inserting in lieu thereof the words 
" observance of the said rules and regu­
lations " ; 

(e) by inserting in section sixty-four after the 
word " Act " where firstly and secondly 
occurring the words " and of the regulations 
made thereunder." 
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1 6 . (1) The Principal Act is further amended by 
omitting sections fifty-seven, fifty-eight, fifty-nine, 
sixty, sixty-one, and sixty-two, and by inserting in lieu 
thereof the following sections :— 

57. (1) Where the district inspector or the owner, 
agent, or manager of, or a majority of the workmen 
employed in any mine is of opinion that any 
regulation or general rule for the time being in 
force with respect to the mine ought in its applica­
tion to that mine to be supplemented or modified, 
the inspector, or the owner, agent, or manager, or 
such majority of workmen, may transmit for the 
approval of the Minister special rules for the mine. 

(2) "Where any special rules have been trans­
mitted under this section to the Minister for 
approval he shall consider the special rules and 
either approve or disapprove the same. 

Where the Minister disapproves the special rules 
no further action shall be taken in the matter, 

Before the Minister approves the special rules 
there shall be published, in such manner as he may 
think best adai)ted for informing persons affected, 
notice of the proposal to make the special rules and 
of the place where copies of the draft special rules 
may be obtained, and of the time (which shall not 
be less than thirty days) in which any objection with 
respect to the draft special rules made by or on be­
half of persons affected must be sent to the Minister. 

(3) Every objection must be in writing and 
state— 

(a) the specific grounds of objection ; 

(b) the omissions, additions, or modifications 
asked for. 

(4) The Minister shall consider any objection 
made by or on behalf of persons appearing to him 
to be affected which is sent to him within the 
required time, and he may, before approving the 
special rules, require such amendments to be made 
therein as he may think fit. 

(5) 



(5) If any person who has sent any objection 
to any special rules transmitted for approval feel 
aggrieved by the refusal of the Minister to give 
effect to their objection, the objection shall be 
referred to the court for determination. 

(6) If on any such reference the court con­
siders that the special rules should be varied to 
meet the objection, it shall recommend any varia­
tion which it considers necessary or expedient, and 
the Minister before approving the special rules shall 
require that variation to be made. 

(7) When special rules have been approved 
by the Minister they shall, as respects that mine, 
have effect until revoked as if they formed part 
of the general rules and the regulations applicable 
to the mine. 

(8) Where any special regulations are in 
force with respect to any mine they may be 
revoked, altered, or added to at the instance of the 
inspector of the district or of the owner, agent, or 
manager of, or a majority of the workmen employed 
in the mine in like manner and subject to the same 
provisions as the original special rules. 

58. (1) The general rules and the regulations 
applicable to a mine as supplemented or modified 
by the special rules, if any, for the time being in 
force with respect to the mine shall be the rules of 
the mine. 

(2) An inspector shall, when required, cer­
tify a copy which is shown to his satisfaction to be 
a true copy of the rules of the mine, and a copy so 
certified shall be evidence (but not to the exclusion 
of other proof) that those rules are the rules of the 
mine and of the fact that they are duly made under 
this Act. 

59. If any person who is bound to observe the 
rules of any mine acts in contravention of or fails to 
comply with any of them he shall be guilty of an 
offence against this Act, and also the owner, agent, 
and manager of such mine shall each be guilty of 

an 



an offence against this Act unless he proves that 
he had taken all reasonable means by publishing 
and to the best of his power enforcing the rules, to 
prevent such contravention or non-compliance. 

(2) All special rules established under the 
sections of the Principal Act repealed by subsection one 
of this section and in force at the commencement of 
this Act shall, to the extent to which the said special 
rules arc not inconsistent with the provisions of the 
Principal Act, as amended by this Act, or with any regu­
lations made under the Principal Act as so amended, 
remain in force until amended or revoked by regulations 
made under section 5GB of the Principal Act, as so 
amended, or by special rules made under section fifty-
seven of the Principal Act as inserted by subsection 
one of this section. 

(3) The Coal Mines Regulation (Amendment) 
Act, 1926, is amended by omitting paragraphs (a), (b), 
and (c) of section eleven. 

1 7 . The Principal Act is further amended by in­
serting next after Part B of the Fourth Schedule the 
following new Parts :— 

PART C. 

PARTICULARS of Explosives, Coal-cutting Machines , Conveyors, and 
Safety-lamps used during the year ending 31st December, 19 

I.—Explosives. 

Name of 
explosive. 

Quantity 
used (lbs.) 

Estimated number of shots tired. 
Name of 

explosive. 
Quantity 

used (lbs.) 
By electricity. By fuse. Total. 

The number of miss-fire shots :— 
1. With electricity 
2. With fuse 
3. Otherwise 

The number of miss-fire shots :— 
1. With electricity 
2. With fuse 
3. Otherwise 
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IT.—Coal-culling Machines and Conveyors. 

D
es

cr
ip

tio
n.

 

Number driven 
b y - Number of statute tons cut by— 

Number 
of con­
veyors 
at coal 

face. 

D
es

cr
ip

tio
n.

 

Elec­
tricity. 

Com­
pressed 

air. 

Electricity. Compressed air. 

Number 
of con­
veyors 
at coal 

face. 

D
es

cr
ip

tio
n.

 

Elec­
tricity. 

Com­
pressed 

air. Coal. Other minerals. Coal. Other minerals. 
1 

Number 
of con­
veyors 
at coal 

face. 

Tons. Descrip­
tion. Tons. Descrip­

tion. Tons. 

11T.—Sofety- himps. 

'Name ami 
description 
of lamp. 

Total 
number 
in use. 

No. of lamps according 
to method of locking. 

No. of lamps according to 
kind of illuminant. 

'Name ami 
description 
of lamp. 

Total 
number 
in use. 

Le
ad

 
ri

ve
t. 

M
ag

­
ne

tic
. 

Sc
re

w
. 

O
th

er
. 

Co
lz

a 
or

 
co

lz
a 

an
d 

pe
tr

ol
eu

m
 

Pe
tr

o­
le

um
. 

V
ol

at
ile

 
sp

ir
it.

 

El
ec

tri
­

ci
ty

. 
O

th
er

 
ill

um
in

-
i 

nu
t 

• No. of jjauzes, accl whether shielded or not. 

State the method of lighting the lamps, e..r/., by electrisitj- or otherwise 
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PART D. 

Type and aggregate horse-power of electrical apparatus, 

I.— System of supply (whether continuous current 
or alternating current) 

Voltage of supply 
Periodicity (if alternating current) 
Source of supply 

2.—Voltage at which current is used for— 
Lighting 
Power 

3.—Aggregate H.P. of motors installed on surface 
for— 

Winding 
Ventilation 
Haulage 
Coal washing or screening 
Miscellaneous 

Total H.P 

4.—Aggregate H.P . of motors installed below 
ground for— 

Haulage 
Pumping ... 
Portable machinery 
Miscellaneous ... . . . . . . . . . 

Total H.P 

5 —Total II .P. (addition of 3 and 4) 

(Sign d) 

Owner, Agent, or Manager 

Date 
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1 8 . The Fifth Schedule to the Principal Act is 
amended— 

(a) by inserting next after the word " m a t e r i a l " 
in paragraph (g) of regulation seven the words 
"provided by the owner and " 

(b) (i) by omitting from subparagraph (i) of para­
graph (j)of regulation seven the words " o r 
other treatment equivalent to watering " ; 

(ii) by inserting next after subparagraph (i) of 
the same paragraph the following new 
subparagraph :— 

(i.\) in any case in which efficient treat­
ment with stone dust has been 
carried out, unless the place of firing 
and all contiguous accessible places, 
whether roof, floor, or sides are at 
the time of firing in a wet state from 
thorough watering in all parts where 
dust is lodged, within the following 
area, namely :— 

Within a radius of five yards from 
the shot hole, and thence within 
such further distance (if any) as may 
be necessary to make the watering 
continuous from the shot hole to the 
point at which efficient treatment 
with stone dust has been carried out. 

(c) by omitting regulations nine and ten and by 
inserting in lieu thereof the following regula­
tion : 

9. Where there are two or more shot-holes 
in the one place only one of such shot-holes 
shall be charged or stemmed at the one time 
and no other shot-hole shall be charged until 
the shot is fired. 

(d) by omitting regulation twenty-five and by 
inserting in lieu thereof the following 
regulation: — 

25. No shot shall be fired unless immediately 
before the shot is to be fired the shotfirer has 
examined the floor, roof, and sides of the place 
where the shot is to be fired and of all contiguous 

accessible 



accessible places within a radius of twenty yards 
from the place where the shot is to be lired for 
coal-dust and has taken efficient steps to render 
any coal-dust within that area harmless and 
to otherwise comply with the requirements of 
paragraph (j) of regulation seven of these 
regulations. 


