
No. IV. 
A n Act to repeal t h e Influx of Chinese 

Res t r ic t ion Act of 1881"; to provide for 
t h e protec t ion of t he Colony from the dis­
tu rbances and na t iona l dangers of Chinese 
immigra t ion , to provide specially for t h e 
regula t ion of Chinese a t p resen t res ident 
wi th in the Colony, and to indemnify t h e 
Governmen t for all acts done by Execu­
t ive or Minister ial au thor i ty in re la t ion to 
Chinese i m m i g r a n t s , or vessels ca r ry ing 
such i m m i g r a n t s , since t h e first day of 
May, one thousand e ight h u n d re d and 
eighty-eight . [11 th July, 1888.] 

WH E R E A S it is expedient to provide for t he protec t ion of t he 
Colony of N e w South W a l e s from the dis turbances and na t iona l 

dangers which may arise from the influx of Chinese unde r restr ic t ions 
h i the r to exis t ing, and also to provide for t h e regula t ion of Chinese 
res ident wi th in t he said Colony : A n d whereas it is j u s t and expedient 
to indemnify t h e Execu t ive Governmen t for all acts done by a n y 
m e m b e r thereof in relat ion to Chinese immig ran t s , or any ship ca r ry ing 
such immigran t s , since t h e first day of May , one thousand e ight 
h u n d r e d and e i g h t y - e i g h t : Be it therefore enacted by the Queen ' s 
Most Exce l l en t Majes ty , by and wi th t he advice and consent of t he 
Legis la t ive Council a n d Legislat ive Assembly of N e w South Wales in 
Pa r l i amen t assembled, and by t h e au tho r i t y of t he same, as follows :— 

1. The Act , ent i t led "An Act to restrict the Influx of Chinese 
into New South Wales,'" forty-fifth Victor ia n u m b e r eleven, is hereby 
repealed. B u t t h e repea l he reby enacted shall no t affect t h e pas t 
operat ion of t he said Act , or t he r igh t s of any Chinese resident in 
th is Colony a t t he t ime of the pass ing of th is Act , or any offence 
commit ted , pena l ty incurred , or proceeding t aken u n d e r or p u r s u a n t to 
t h e said repealed Ac t before the pass ing of this Act . 

2. Al l Members of the Execu t ive Government , or any M e m b e r 
thereof, a n d all persons duly author ized by t h e said Execu t ive Govern­
m e n t , or any M e m b e r thereof in t h a t behalf who m a y have commit ted 
any act in p reven t ing the land ing of Chinese, or otherwise in relat ion 
to Chinese immig ran t s , or to vessels carrying such immig ran t s since 
t h e first day of May , one thousand e ight h u n d r e d and eighty-eight , 
are hereby fully indemnified, and shall in al l Cour ts of L a w in N e w 
South Wales and elsewhere be held harmless in respect thereof. 
Provided t h a t no th ing in this A c t shall be t aken to depr ive any person 
or corporat ion whatsoever of any r igh t or cause of act ion aga ins t the 
Governmen t of N e w South Wales which , by reason of any such acts, 
exists or shall have accrued before t he pass ing of this Ac t . 

3 . Af te r t he passing of th is Ac t no certificate of na tura l iza t ion 
shall be issued to any Chinese on any g round whatever , and all 
Chinese leaving t h e Colony excep t those w h o have been na tura l ized 
the re in shall on r e t u r n i n g be subject to all t he provisions of th i s Act. 
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4 . The mas te r of every vessel upon arr ival at any por t or place 
in th i s Colony from par t s beyond the Colony hav ing Chinese on board 
shal l , before m a k i n g any en t ry a t t he Customs, deliver to t h e Collector, 
or other pr incipal officer of t h e Customs, a list of such Chinese, 
specifying to the best of his knowledge the name , t he place of b i r th , 
t h e appa ren t age, t h e ordinary place of residence, t h e place and date 
of sh ipment , a n d the cal l ing or occupation of each such Chinese, 
unde r a pena l ty for not del iver ing such list not exceeding two h u n d r e d 
pounds . 

5. If any vessel hav ing on board a grea ter n u m b e r of Chinese 
t h a n in t he proport ion of one Chinese to every th ree h u n d r e d tons of 
t h e t o n n a g e of such vessel shall arrive a t any t ime in any por t in th i s 
Colony, t h e owner , mas te r , or cha r t e re r of such vessel shal l be liable 
on conviction to a penal ty of five hundred pounds for each Chinese 
carr ied in excess of t he foregoing l imi ta t ion unless t he defendant shall 
show t h a t t he Chinese so carried is by b i r th a Br i t i sh subject or one of 
t h e crew, or has not been landed in t he Colony, and is not in tended 
to bo so landed, or w h o shal l prove to t h e satisfaction of t h e Collector 
of Cus toms or other duly authorized officer, t h a t he is t he bond fide 
holder of a certificate of natura l iza t ion in N e w South Wales , or of an 
exempt ion certificate duly granted unde r t he provisions of t h e " In f lux 
of Chinese Res t r ic t ion A c t of 1 8 8 1 . " For t he purposes of this A c t t he 
tonnage of a vessel shall be ascer tained (if she be a Br i t i sh ship) by 
he r certificate of registry, and, if not , or if t he said certificate shall no t 
be produced, t h e n according to t he rules of measuremen t prescribed by 
t h e " M e r c h a n t Shipping Act , 1854," be ing the Ac t of t he Imper i a l 
Legis la ture seventeen th and e igh teen th Victoria, chapter one h u n d r e d 
and four. 

6. Before any Chinese a r r iv ing from par t s beyond th is Colony 
shall be pe rmi t t ed to land from any vessel a t any por t or place in t h e 
said Colony, and before m a k i n g any en t ry a t t he Customs, t h e mas te r 
of t h e vessel by which such Chinese shal l so arr ive shall pay to t h e 
said Collector or other pr inc ipa l officer t h e sum of one hund red pounds 
for every such Chinese, and no en t ry shall be deemed to have any legal 
effect un t i l such p a y m e n t shall have been made, and such Chinese for 
w h o m such s u m has been paid shall receive from the said Collector 
or o ther pr incipal officer a certificate to t h a t effect. A n d if any 
mas te r shall neglect to pay any such sum or shall land, or pe rmi t to 
land, or suffer to land, or to escape from such vessel a t any por t or 
place in t he said Colony any Chinese before such sum shal l have been 
paid by such mas te r or his agent , or before such list shal l have been 
delivered, such mas te r shall be liable for every such offence to a penal ty 
of five hundred pounds for each Chinese so landed, or permi t ted , or 
suffered to land, or to escape, and in addi t ion to such pena l ty shal l 
also pay the s u m hereby requi red to be paid for each such Chinese. 

7. Eve ry Chinese ar r iv ing in th i s Colony after the pass ing of 
th i s Ac t , otherwise t h a n by a vessel shal l pay, or the re shall be paid 
for h im, to some officer w h o m and a t such places as t he Governor, 
w i t h the advice of t h e Execu t i ve Counci l , m a y appoint at , on, or near 
t h e borders of t h e Colony, or otherwise convenient ly s i tua ted for t h a t 
purpose , t he s u m of one hundred pounds . 

8. I f any Chinese shall en ter or a t t e m p t to enter this Colony 
who shall no t have paid or had paid for h i m the said sum of one 
h u n d r e d pounds , he shall be liable to a pena l ty of fifty pounds , a n d to 
t h e p a y m e n t in addi t ion there to of the said sum of one hundred pounds 
required to be paid by section six hereof, and on defaul t of p a y m e n t 
of such pena l ty and sum shall be liable to impr i sonment for two years, 
unless such pena l ty and sum bo sooner paid, and may be apprehended 
a n d t a k e n before any Jus t i ce of t he Peace to be deal t wi th in duo 
course of law. 
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9. Al l penal t ies and all moneys ordered to be paid or be ing t h e 
proceeds of any sale made unde r t h e au tho r i t y of th is A c t shal l be paid 
into t h e Consolidated Revenue. 

1 0 . F o r t h e purposes of all proceedings u n d e r th is Act , t he 
St ipendiary or Police Magis t ra te or the Jus t ices may decide, upon his 
or the i r own view a n d j u d g m e n t , w h e t h e r a n y person produced before 
t h e m is a Chinese wi th in t h e m e a n i n g of th is Ac t . 

1 1 . N o Chinese who shal l arr ive in th is Colony after t h e pass ing 
of th i s A c t shall be pe rmi t t ed to engage in the work of any gold, silver, 
or o ther mine , or in any m i n i n g pu r su i t whatever , w i thou t express 
au thor i ty u n d e r t he h a n d and seal of t he Minis te r in charge of t h e 
D e p a r t m e n t of Mines . 

12. The provisions of th i s Ac t shal l no t be appl icable to any 
Chinese duly accredi ted to this Colony by t h e Gove rnmen t of China, 
or by or u n d e r t he au tho r i t y of t h e I mpe r i a l Governmen t on any 
special mission. 

1 3 . The penal t ies a n d restr ic t ions imposed by th is A c t shall 
not , nor shall any of t h e m , be held to be applicable in respect of any 
Chinese be ing one of t he crew of any vessel a r r iv ing in any por t in 
N e w South Wales , and who shall no t be discharged the re f rom or land, 
except in t h e performance of his dut ies in connect ion wi th such vessel. 

1 1 . Al l penal t ies and sums of money recoverable u n d e r this 
A c t shal l be recovered in a s u m m a r y way a t t he sui t of some officer 
of Cus toms author ized by the Colonial Treasurer , or of o ther officers 
appointed for such purpose, by l ike au tho r i t y before any St ipendiary 
or Police Mag i s t r a t e or two or more Jus t ices of t h e Peace, in 
accordance wi th t he provisions of t h e Ac t s r egu la t i ng proceedings 
on s u m m a r y conviction. A n d it shall be lawful for t he Colonial 
Treasurer , by wr i t i ng unde r his hand , to author ize a n y officer to 
deta in any vessel, t he mas te r whereof shall , in t h e opinion of t he said 
Treasurer , have commi t t ed an offence, or be a defaul ter unde r th is 
Act . Such de ten t ion m a y be ei ther a t t h e port or place where such 
vessel is found, or a t a n y por t or place to wh ich the said Treasurer 
m a y order such vessel to be b rough t . F o r t h e purposes of such detent ion 
t h e officer so author ized shall be ent i t led to obta in in t h e cus tomary 
m a n n e r such wr i t of assistance or o ther aid a n d assistance in a n d about 
t h e de tent ion of or o ther lawful deal ing wi th such vessel as are by law 
provided unde r t h e A c t or Ac t s r egu la t ing Customs wi th reference to 
seizure of vessels or goods. B u t such de ten t ion shall be for safe cus tody 
only, and shal l cease and be discont inued if a bond wi th two sufficient 
suret ies be given b y such mas te r for t h e p a y m e n t of t h e a m o u n t of 
such pena l ty a n d o the r sums as m a y be adjudged to be paid unde r t h e 
provisions of th is Act . Provided t h a t if defaul t be m a d e in p a y m e n t 
of a n y such pena l ty incur red by such mas te r in t e r m s of any convic­
t ion ad judg ing t h e p a y m e n t thereof it shall be lawful for such officer 
t o seize such vessel and for h i m and any other officer or person duly 
au thor ized or empowered in t h a t behalf to t ake all such proceedings for 
t h e purpose of p rocur ing t h e condemnat ion and sale of such vessel as 
are provided by law in case of condemnat ion or forfei ture of a vessel 
for a b reach of t h e Customs Laws of t h e said Colony. Provided t h a t the 
proceeds of sale of any such vessel shall be paid in to t h e Consol idated 
Revenue , and after p a y m e n t of t h e a m o u n t of such pena l ty a n d of all 
costs incur red in and about such sale and the proceedings leading 
there to , t h e ba lance shall be placed by t h e Colonial Treasure r to a t rus t 
account and be held in t r u s t for t he owners of or other persons 
lawful ly ent i t led to t he vessel so condemned and sold. 

15 . No twi th s t and ing a n y t h i n g in th i s A c t contained, any 
Chinese a r r iv ing in the Colony w ho produces evidence to the Collector 
of Cus toms or o ther du ly au thor ized officer t h a t he is by b i r t h a Bri t ish 
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subject shall be wholly exempt from the operat ion of th i s Ac t , and a 
certificate of the Governor of any Bri t ish Colony or of a Br i t i sh Consul 
shal l be sufficient evidence of t h e claim of such Chinese to exempt ion 
u n d e r this section, nor shall a n y t h i n g in this A c t apply to any Chinese 
w h o shall prove to t h e satisfaction of t h e Collector of Customs, or 
o ther duly author ized officer, t h a t he is t h e bond fide holder of a cer­
tificate of na tura l iza t ion in N e w South Wales , or of a n exempt ion 
certificate du ly g ran ted unde r t he provisions of t h e " In f lux of Chinese 
Res t r ic t ion Ac t of 1 8 8 1 . " 

16. A n y vessel on board which Chinese shall be t ranshipped 
from ano ther vessel and be b rough t to any port or place in th is Colony 
shal l be deemed to be a vessel b r ing ing Chinese in to t h e said Colony 
from pa r t s beyond the said Colony, and shall be subject to t h e provi­
sions of th i s Ac t . 

17. The Governor, wi th t h e advice of t h e E x e c u t i v e Council , 
m a y m a k e regula t ions for ca r ry ing out t h e provisions of this Ac t . A 
copy of such regula t ions shall, wi th in fourteen days, be laid before 
b o t h Houses of Pa r l i amen t , if P a r l i a m e n t be t h e n in Session, and if 
n o t t h e n in Session, w i th in fourteen days after t he commencemen t of 
t he n e x t Sess ion; a n d if disapproval of such regula t ions is no t 
expressed b y resolut ion wi th in fourteen days thereafter , t hey shall 
have the force of law. 

18. F o r t he purposes of th is Act t h e following words in inver ted 
commas shall , unless t h e con tex t otherwise indicate, bear t he mean ings 
set aga ins t t h e m respect ively— 

" C h i n e s e " — A n y person of t h e Chinese race. 
" Ves se l "—Any ship or vessel of whatsoever k ind or description. 
" M a s t e r " — T h e person (other t h a n a pilot) for t he t ime be ing in 

ac tua l command or charge of any vessel. 
19 . This A c t m a y be cited as t he " Chinese Res t r ic t ion and 

Regu la t ion A c t of 1888 ." 


