
Act No. 80, 1902. 
An Act to consolidate the enac tments re la t ing 

to mak ing provision for t he protec t ion of life 
and proper ty from fire. [15th September, 1902.] 

BE i t enac ted by the K i n g ' s Most Exce l l en t Majesty, by and wi th 
t he advice and consent of t he Legis la t ive Counci l and Legis la t ive 

Assembly of N e w South W a l e s in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by the 
au thor i ty of t h e same, as follows :— 

P A R T I . 

PRELIMINARY. 

1. This A c t m a y be cited as the " E i re Brigades Act , 1 9 0 2 , " 
and is divided in to P a r t s , as follows :— 

P A R T I . — P R E L I M I N A R Y — s s . 1 - 3 . 

P A R T I I .—CONSTITUTION, DUTIES, AND POWERS OF THE B O A R D — 
ss. 4 - 1 4 . 

P A R T I I I . — T H E SUPERINTENDENT—ss . 1 5 - 1 9 . 

P A R T IV.—CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOARD—ss . 2 0 - 2 7 . 

P A R T V — M I S C E L L A N E O U S — S S . 2 8 - 3 7 . 

2. ( 1 ) The A c t forty-seven Victor ia n u m b e r t h r ee is hereby 
repealed. 

( 2 ) Al l persons appoin ted or elected unde r t he A c t he reby 
repealed a n d ho ld ing office a t t he t i m e of t h e pass ing of th is A c t shall 
be deemed to have been appointed or elected he reunder . 

( 3 ) A l l regula t ions m a d e unde r t h e au thor i ty of t h e A c t 
hereby repealed a n d being in force a t t he t ime of t he pass ing of th i s 
A c t shall be deemed to have been made unde r t h e a u t h o r i t y of th i s Act . 

(4) T h e E i re Brigades Board cons t i tu ted unde r the au tho r i t y 
of t he A c t hereby repealed shall con t inue and be deemed to be t he 
board directed to be cons t i tu ted hereunder . 

( 5 ) The Met ropo l i t an Ei re Br igade established a n d main­
ta ined u n d e r t h e au tho r i t y of t h e A c t hereby repealed shal l con t inue 
and be deemed to be t he Metropol i tan Ei re Br igade directed to be 
establ ished and ma in ta ined hereunder . 

(6) Al l proc lamat ions made under the au thor i ty of t he A c t 
he reby repealed, t h e operat ion of which is no t exhaus ted a t t h e t ime 
of t h e pass ing of th is Act , shall be deemed to have been made here­
under . 

3. 



3. I n th i s Act , un less t h e con tex t or sub jec t -mat te r otherwise 
indicates or r equ i res ,— 

" Br igade " means t h e Met ropo l i t an Fire Br igade ; 
" con t r ibu tory company " means a fire in su rance company l iable 

to pay t h e cont r ibut ion hereby p resc r ibed ; 
" f i r e insurance c o m p a n y " means a n y joint-s tock company or 

other association car ry ing on in t h e Metropol i tan Dis t r ic t or 
any munic ipa l i ty or borough t h e business of insur ing p roper ty 
aga ins t loss or damage by f i re ; 

" t he B o a r d " means t h e F i r e Br igades Board for t he Met ropo l i t an 
D i s t r i c t ; 

" t h e Met ropo l i t an Dis t r ic t " means Sydney a n d its s u b u r b s ; 
" Supe r in t enden t " means t h e Supe r in t enden t or h is depu ty or a n y 

officer ac t ing as Super in tendent of F i r e Brigades appoin ted 
unde r th i s Act . 

P A R T I I . 

CONSTITUTION, DUTIES, AND POWERS OF THE BOARD. 

4. (1) F o r t h e purpose of ca r ry ing ou t t he provisions of th is 
Act , a Board shal l be const i tu ted , which shall , unde r t he n a m e of t he 
F i r e Br igades Board , be a body corporate a n d have a common seal, 
a n d in i ts corporate n a m e be capable of hold ing p roper ty of any 
description, and of su ing a n d be ing sued. 

(2) Such Board shall consist of six members , who shal l be 
appoin ted and elected as follows :— 

(a) A Cha i rman to be appoin ted by t h e Governor ; 
(b) one m e m b e r to be elected by the mun ic ipa l council of t he 

City of S y d n e y ; 
(c) one member to be elected by t h e councils of the municipal i t ies 

enumera t ed in t h e Schedule hereto ; 
(d) one m e m b e r to be elected b y t h e fire in su rance companies 

whose headquar t e r s are in N e w Sou th Wales ; 
(e) one m e m b e r to be elected by fire insurance companies ca r ry ing 

on business in N e w South Wales , b u t not h a v i n g the i r head­
quar te r s t h e r e i n ; a n d 

( f ) one m e m b e r to be elected by the vo lun tee r fire br igades as 
hereinaf ter provided. 

5. T h e elect ion of m e m b e r s of t h e Board by the said mun ic ipa l 
councils shal l t a k e p lace on such day, a n d be held in all o ther respects 
in accordance w i t h such direct ions as are prescr ibed by regula t ions to 
be m a d e by t h e Governor . 

6. 



6. (1) The election of m e m b e r s of t he Board by fire insurance 
companies , and by t h e vo lun teer fire brigades, shal l t ake place u n d e r 
regula t ions to be m a d e by such companies and br igades respect ively. 

Such regulat ions , w h e n approved by the Governor and publ ished 
in t he Gazet te , shal l have t he force of law. 

(2) F o r t h a t purpose t he Minis ter shall publ ish in t he 
Gazet te a notice specifying t h e t ime and place of a mee t ing of 
representa t ives of t h e fire insurance companies, and also of a m e e t i n g 
of t he vo lun tee r fire br igades . 

( 3 ) E a c h such mee t ing shall elect i ts own cha i rman . 
(4) Al l m a t t e r s shall be decided a t such mee t ings by a 

major i ty of votes, each representa t ive hav ing one vote only, w h e t h e r 
he represents one or more t h a n one company , and the c h a i r m a n hav ing 
a vote, and in t h e event of equa l i ty of votes a second or cas t ing-vote . 

7. I f any electoral body ment ioned in sect ion four fails on t h e 
prescr ibed day of election to elect a m e m b e r t h e Governor shall , w i th in 
fourteen days after such default , by notification in t he Gazet te , appoin t 
a m e m b e r to fill t h e vacancy caused by such default , and every person 
so appoin ted shall for all purposes of th is A c t be deemed to be a du ly 
elected m e m b e r of t h e Board. 

8. (1) The Cha i rman of t he Board shall have t h e r igh t to vo te 
on al l occasions, a n d in t h e event of an equa l i ty of votes shall have a 
second or cas t ing-vote . 

(2) Four members of t he Board shall form a q u o r u m a t all 
mee t ings thereof. 

9. T h e elected members of t he Board shall hold office for two 
years , a n d shall t h e n ret ire, b u t shall be eligible for re-election. 

10. T h e Board shall, subject to t he approva l of t h e Minister , 
establish and ma in t a in an efficient brigade, to be called the Met ropol i t an 
Ei re Br igade , for t he ext inct ion and suppression of fires, and for 
p ro tec t ing life and proper ty from loss and damage the reby , and shall 
furnish such br igade wi th such fire-engines, hoses, tools, implements , 
accout rements , horses, a n d appliances as are necessary for t he d u e 
e q u i p m e n t thereof. 

11. The Colonial Treasurer shall, ou t of t h e Consolidated 
R e v e n u e Fund, pay such sums as Pa r l i amen t votes to enable t h e 
Board to acqui re p lan t , i nc lud ing both land and floating engines , a n d 
to establ ish fire-alarms, te lephones, and o ther appl iances in connect ion 
wi th t h e ex t inc t ion of fire. 

12. (1) The Board shall appoin t all officers of t he Br igade o ther 
t h a n the Super in tenden t , and fix t he salaries or emolumen t s of such 
officers, and of the member s of t h e Br igade . 

(2) The Board may , subject to t he Minister 's approval , 
appoint one of t he officers of t h e Br igade to be d e p u t y super in tenden t 
to act in case of t he absence or o the r disability of t he Super in tendent . 

13. 



13. The Board m a y m a k e regu la t ions— 
(a) for p a y m e n t of salaries or wages to member s of t h e B r i g a d e ; 
(b) for p a y m e n t of compensa t ion in cases of accident to member s 

of t h e Br igade , to such members , or, where dea th ensues 
therefrom, to the i r wives a n d fami l ies ; 

(c) for p a y m e n t of gra tu i t ies in respect of vo lun ta ry or special 
services rendered to t h e Br igade ; 

(d) for dividing t h e Metropol i tan Dis t r ic t , and for es tabl ishing 
s tat ions or divisions of t h e B r i g a d e ; 

(e) for subsidis ing vo lun tee r fire brigades ; 
( f ) for ensu r ing discipline and good conduc t a m o n g m e m b e r s of 

t h e Br igade , and may b y such regula t ions impose a p e n a l t y 
no t exceeding five pounds for any breach thereof ; 

(g) for r egu la t ing t h e mee t ings of a n d conduc t of business by the 
B o a r d ; 

(h) for p a y m e n t of fees to t h e member s of t he Board or a n y 
commi t t ee thereof n o t exceeding in t h e aggrega te t h e s u m 
of t h r ee h u n d r e d pounds pe r a n n u m ; 

(i) for r egu la t i ng and di rec t ing t h e procedure in respect of 
inques ts on fires to be held b y coroners ; and 

(j) genera l ly for car ry ing out t h e purposes of th is Ac t . 
A n d all such regula t ions w h e n approved by t h e Governor and publ i shed 
in t h e Gaze t te shal l have the force of law. 

14. The Board shall r epor t to t h e Minis te r in every year u p o n 
al l ma t t e r s wi th in t h e scope of the i r admin is t ra t ive duties u n d e r th i s 
Act , and such repor t shall be laid b y h i m before Pa r l i amen t . 

P A R T I I I . 

T H E SUPERINTENDENT. 

15. The Governor m a y appoin t a Super in t enden t of F i r e Brigades 
for t h e Met ropol i t an Dis t r ic t a t such salary as P a r l i a m e n t sanct ions. 

16. The Supe r in t enden t shal l pe r form t h e following dut ies , a n d 
may exercise the fol lowing powers w i th in t he Metropol i tan Dis t r ic t , 
t ha t is to say— 

(1) he shal l wi th all possible speed proceed upon a l a r m of fire to 
t h e place where such fire is, a n d shall control and direct t he 
work ing of t h e Br igade , or, if he is unab l e to do so, and an 
u r g e n t necessity arises for t h e immedia te appo in tmen t of a 
depu ty super in tenden t , t h e Super in tenden t m a y appoin t such 
deputy , who shal l have t he same powers as those exercisable 
b y t h e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ; 

( 2 ) 



(2) he shall control and direct a n y volunteer fire br igade present 
a t any fire a n d any persons who place the i r services a t his 
disposal ; 

(3) h e may t a k e and direct any measures which appear to h im 
necessary or expedient for t he protect ion of life a n d proper ty , 
or for t he control and ex t ingu i shmen t of fire, a n d m a y cause 
a n y bui ld ings or t enemen t s to be entered, t aken possession of, 
pul led down or otherwise destroyed for such purpose, or for 
p reven t ing t he spread of fire; 

(4) he may cause water to be shu t off from any m a i n or pipe in 
order to obtain a greater pressure and supply of Water for t he 
purpose of extinguishing any fire ; 

( 5 ) he m a y cause any street or thoroughfa re in t he A rvicinity of any 
fire to be closed for traffic d u r i n g t he con t inuance of any fire; 

(6) h e m a y a t the; t ime of such fire or immediate ly thereafter pul l 
down or shore u p any Avail or building damaged by fire t h a t 
m a y be dangerous to life or proper ty . 

17. The Super in tenden t shall , in addi t ion to t he dut ies a n d 
powers respectively imposed and conferred by t h e n e x t preceding 
section, and subject to t he directions of t he Board, exercise the duties 
and powers fol lowing— 

( 1 ) he shal l cause a book to be kep t con ta in ing t h e names , ages, 
a n d occupations, and several places of abode of al l members 
of t he B r i g a d e ; 

(2) h e shall s u m m o n once a m o n t h a t t he least all or as m a n y of 
t h e member s of t he Br igade as are required for pract ice in 
order to render t he members fit and efficient for se rv ice ; 

(3) h e shal l a t all t imes have t he immedia te charge and control of 
a l l engines, horses, carts , reels, buckets , hose, l adfers , fire-
escapes, and other p lan t the proper ty of t h e Board, and shall 
keep t h e same a t all t imes in a fit s tate for efficient service ; 

( 4 ) h e m a y inspect all Volunteer brigades or companies , and m a y 
enforce compl iance wi th t he r egu l a t i ons ; 

( 5 ) he shall a t all t imes have free access to any bu i ld ing or 
premises for t h e purpose of ascer ta in ing and repor t ing on any 
in f r ingement of t h e rules and regula t ions aga ins t storage of 
gunpowder, dynami te , or any o ther dangerous explosive, or of 
kerosene or other inf lammable ma te r i a l or ma t t e r , or as to t h e 
storage of e m p t y crates, cases, and o ther packages , sawdust, 
shavings , hay , and straw, e i ther in packages or loose ; 

(6) h e shal l a t all t imes have free access to all thea t res and other 
bui ld ings wi th in his distr ict used for purposes of publ ic 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t or of publ ic concourse, in order to repor t to 
t he Board w h e t h e r t h e proper or prescribed regula t ions or 
precaut ions against fire arc being duly observed. 

2 0 18. 



18. The au tho r i t y of t he Supe r in t enden t shal l he recognised by 
all officers and m e m b e r s of t h e police force a n d all o ther persons, and 
t h e officer c o m m a n d i n g t h e police force presen t a t any fire shal l 
suppor t and assist such Supe r in t enden t in t h e ma in t enance of his 
au tho r i t y and in enforcing due obedience by all persons to his orders 
in t he due execut ion of his dut ies . 

19. A l l vo lunteer fire br igades established wi th in t h e Metropol i tan 
Dis t r i c t shall be subjec t to inspect ion b y t h e Super in tenden t , a n d shal l 
a t all fires be subject to his orders. 

P A R T I V . 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOARD. 

20. (1) Towards t h e a n n u a l out lay, as es t imated by the Board, in 
m a i n t a i n i n g the Br igade and for o ther purposes authorised by th is Act , 
a s u m equa l to t h e whole of such out lay shall be cont r ibuted a n n u a l l y 
in equal port ions, and be paid to t h e Board b y — 

(a) t he fire insurance companies i n su r ing p roper ty wi th in t h e 
Met ropol i tan D i s t r i c t ; 

(6) t he mun ic ipa l councils of t h e City of Sydney and of t h e 
several munic ipa l i t ies enumera t ed in t h e Schedule h e r e t o ; 

(c) the Colonial Treasurer out of t h e Consolidated R e v e n u e F u n d ; 
t h e said companies con t r ibu t ing one- th i rd of such a n n u a l out lay, t h e 
said munic ipa l councils one- th i rd , a n d t h e Colonial Treasurer one- th i rd 
thereof. 

(2) The a m o u n t of such cont r ibut ions shall in all cases be 
paid by aqual quar te r ly p a y m e n t s on the first days of J a n u a r y , Apr i l , 
J u l y , and October in each year . 

21. The cont r ibu t ion of t h e said fire insurance companies shal l 
be m a d e by each of such companies providing a s u m of m o n e y 
calcula ted on a percen tage on the a m o u n t appea r ing by t h e r e t u r n 
hereinaf ter men t ioned to be held a t risk by such company on proper ty 
s i tua ted w i th in t h e Met ropo l i t an Dis t r ic t . 

22. ( 1 ) F o r t h e purpose of ascer ta in ing the amoun t s of such 
cont r ibut ions every such fire insurance company shall annua l ly , in the 
m o n t h of J a n u a r y or a t such o ther t i m e as the Board directs, t r a n s m i t 
to t h e Board a r e t u r n showing the a m o u n t held a t r isk by such 
company on t h e preceding thir ty-f i rs t day of December less t h e sums 
re insured w i t h o the r con t r ibu tory companies u n d e r th is Ac t . 

(2) There shal l be annexed to each such r e t u r n a statutory-
declarat ion by t h e m a n a g e r , secretary, or agen t of such company tha t , 
according to t h e books thereof a n d to t h e best of his knowledge a n d 
belief, t h e said r e t u r n contains a t r u e accoun t and s t a t emen t of t h e 
a m o u n t so held a t r isk by such company . 23. 



23. I f a n y such company makes default in t r an smi t t i ng such 
r e t u r n and declarat ion such company shall he liable to a pena l ty of not 
less t h a n five pounds for every day du r ing which such default is m a d e 
or cont inued. 

24. (1) T h e secretary or o ther officer h a v i n g the cus tody of 
t he books and papers of a n y such cont r ibu tory insurance company shall 
al low a n y officer appointed by the Board to inspect d u r i n g t h e hours 
of business any books and papers of such company and to m a k e 
ex t rac t s theref rom in order to verify any r e t u r n or declara t ion made 
in p u r s u a n c e of th is Act . 

( 2 ) A n y such secretary or officer fail ing to comply wi th 
the r equ i r emen t s of th i s section shall be l iable to a pena l ty not 
exceeding five pounds for every such offence. 

25. The cont r ibu t ion of t h e mun ic ipa l councils of t h e City 
of Sydney, and of t h e several munic ipal i t ies enumera t ed in t h e 
Schedule here to , shall be ascer ta ined and provided by a pro ra ta 
appo r t i onmen t thereof according to t h e assessed value of ra tab le 
p roper ty s i tua te in t h e said ci ty and municipal i t ies respectively as 
shown by t h e t h e n last preceding assessment. 

26. I f t h e munic ipa l council of t h e City of Sydney, or if the 
council of a n y munic ipa l i ty , or if any such cont r ibu tory insurance 
company fails to pay t h e quar te r ly p a y m e n t prescribed by th is Ac t 
wi th in t h i r t y days after it becomes due, such council or company 
shall be l iable to a pena l ty of fifty pounds . 

27. (1) The a m o u n t of any contr ibut ion payable unde r th i s 
A c t by t he mun ic ipa l counci l of the City of Sydney or t h e counci l of 
any munic ipa l i ty to which th is A c t applies, or is hereafter extended, 
may be raised by such council , if necessary (and no twi ths t and ing any 
s t a tu to ry l imi t of such ra te) , by increasing t h e city or munic ipa l ra te 
for t he year n e x t fol lowing t h e paymen t of such contr ibut ion by such 
a s u m in t h e pound as is sufficient to provide t h e a m o u n t thereof. 

(2) Such increased r a t e shal l for all purposes be deemed a 
city or munic ipa l r a t e for t h a t year , a n d be recoverable as such. 

P A R T V . 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

28. A n y damage to proper ty caused by the Super in tenden t in 
t he lawful execut ion of any power conferred by th is Act , or by any 
m e m b e r of a fire br igade ac t ing unde r his orders, shal l be deemed to 
be damage b y fire w i th in t he m e a n i n g of any policy of insurance 
against fire cover ing t h e proper ty so damaged . 

29. 



29. Al l volunteer fire br igades established wi th in t h e Met ro ­
pol i tan Dis t r ic t shal l be registered a t t h e office of t h e Board. 

30. On the Supe r in t enden t ' s certificate of t h e efficiency of a n y 
such br igade as ment ioned in t h e n e x t p reced ing section, or on proof 
t h a t efficient and valuable service has been rendered b y a n y m e m b e r 
thereof a t any fire, t h e Board m a y pay to such vo lun teer fire br igade , 
by way of bonus, such s u m as t he Board t h i n k s fit, and may l ikewise 
reward such m e m b e r . 

31 . T h e Governor may , by proc lamat ion in t he Gazet te , declare 
t h a t t h e provisions of th is A c t shal l ex tend to any borough or 
munic ipa l d is t r ic t s i tuate wi th in t h e Coun ty of Cumber l and a n d not 
n a m e d in t h e Schedule here to , and t he r eupon the provisions of th i s A c t 
shall ex t end to such borough or m u n i c i p a l distr ict as if t h e same h a d 
original ly been n a m e d in t he said Schedule. 

32. (1) The Governor may , by p roc lamat ion in t he Gazet te , 
ex t end th is A c t to a n y borough or munic ipa l dis tr ict i n N e w South 
W a l e s s i tua te outs ide t he coun ty of Cumber land , on appl icat ion to 
t h a t effect b y such borough or munic ipa l distr ict . 

( 2 ) The Governor may , b y such proclamat ion, give effect 
to such extens ion by t h e subs t i tu t ion of any local officer for t h e Super­
in t enden t u n d e r th i s Ac t . 

(3) U p o n such extension such provisions of th i s A c t as 
m e e t t h e r equ i r emen t s of such borough or munic ipa l distr ict shal l 
apply . 

33. (1) U p o n such extens ion of th is A c t to such borough or 
mun ic ipa l dis tr ict unde r t h e n e x t preceding section, t h e mayor for t he 
t i m e be ing of such borough or distr ict , t oge the r w i t h two persons, one 
to he appoin ted by t h e Governor and one to be elected by the insurance 
companies , shal l be t h e F i r e Br igades Board for t h e purposes of such 
extension. 

( 2 ) The funds of such Board shall be provided in equa l 
proport ions by t h e fire insurance companies insu r ing proper ty w i th in 
such bo rough or district , t h e mun ic ipa l counci l thereof, a n d t h e 
Colonial Treasurer , i n t h e same propor t ions and u n d e r t h e same 
penal t ies m u t a t i s m u t a n d i s as provided by this A c t in respect of t he 
Board hereby cons t i tu ted and its expend i tu re . 

34. (1) T h e Governor m a y m a k e regula t ions for t h e purpose 
of g iv ing effect to th is A c t in al l m a t t e r s whatsoever, and m a y b y 
such regula t ions fix t he m a x i m u m pena l ty for every breach thereof. 

( 2 ) Such regula t ions w h e n publ ished in t he Gazet te shal l 
have t h e force of law. 

(3) A copy of such regula t ions shall be laid before Par l ia ­
m e n t wi th in four teen days after t h e publ icat ion thereof if P a r l i a m e n t 
is t h e n in session, and if not , t h e n wi th in four teen days after t he 
c o m m e n c e m e n t of its n e x t ensu ing session. 

35. 



35. (1) A n y pena l ty or cont r ibut ion , or both , incur red or made 
payable unde r or pu r suan t to this Ac t , or any regula t ion made the re ­
under , m a y be recovered in a s u m m a r y way before any s t ipendiary or 
police mag i s t r a t e in t h e police distr ict wi th in which such pena l ty 
was incu r red or such cont r ibut ion became payab l e— 

(a) w i th in t h e Met ropo l i t an Dis t r ic t on an informat ion in the n a m e 
of t h e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ; and 

(b) e lsewhere on an informat ion in the n a m e of any officer or person 
author ised in t h a t behalf by t h e fire br igades board of the 
borough or munic ipa l dis tr ict w i th in which the pena l ty or 
con t r ibu t ion was incur red or became payable . 
(2) P a y m e n t of a n y such cont r ibu t ion m a y be enforced by 

distress and sale of t he defaul ter 's goods and chat te ls . 
36. Al l penal t ies and cont r ibu t ions recovered u n d e r th i s A c t 

shall be paid over to the board of t he distr ict or munic ipa l i ty wi th in 
which t h e same were incur red or became payable . 

37. W h e r e a company is not incorporated, or has no publ ic 
officer, t h e proceedings may be laid in t he n a m e of t h e manage r , 
secretary, or agen t of such company, in which case j u d g m e n t against 
such manager , secretary, or agen t shall b ind the p roper ty of t h e 
company . 

S C H E D U L E . 
Alexandr ia M a n l y 
A n n a n d a l e Marr ickvi l le 
Ashfield Mosman 
A u b u r n N e w t o w n 
Ba lmain N o r t h Bo tany 
Bexley N o r t h Sydney 
B o t a n y Padd ing ton 
Burwood P a r r a m a t t a 
Camperdown P e n r i t h 
Can te rbu ry Pe t e r sham 
Concord Randwick 
Dar l ing ton Redfe rn 
D r u m m o y n e Bichmond 
Enfield Rockdale 
Erskinevi l le Rookwood 
Glebe Strathfield 
Granvi l le St . Pe t e r ' s 
Hurs tv i l l e Wa te r loo 
Kogarah Waver ley 
Le iehha rd t VVilloughby 
Liverpool Woollahra 

and any o the r borough or municipal dis t r ic t s i tua te within the county of Cumber land to. 
which the provisions of this Ac t a re extended under section th i r ty -one hereof. 

A c t 


