
Act No. 44, 1902. 
An Act to consolidate enac tments re la t ing to 

the es tabl i shment and regula t ion of Labour 
Se t t l ements on Crown Lands. [218/ August, 
1902.] 

BE it enac ted by the King ' s Most Exce l l en t Majesty, by and with 
t h e advice and consent of t h e Legis la t ive Counci l and Legis la t ive 

Assembly of N e w South Wales in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by t h e 
au tho r i t y of t he same, as follows :— 

1. This Ac t m a y be cited as t h e " L a b o u r Se t t l ements Act , 1 9 0 2 . " 
2. (1) The Ac t s ment ioned in the Schedule to th i s A c t a re to 

t h e ex ten t t he re in expressed hereby repealed. 
(2) Al l notices du ly given and proc lamat ions duly made , all 

boards or persons duly appointed, all m e m b e r s du ly enrolled, all t rades 
or indust r ies duly established, all advances duly made , all leases granted , 
and all ac t s a n d th ings du ly done u n d e r t h e Ac t s hereby repealed a n d 
in force, exis t ing, or operat ive a t t he passing of th is Act , shal l con t inue 
and be of t he same force and effect as if th is A c t had been in force at 
t h e t i m e t h e same respect ively were given and made , appointed , 
enro l led , established, made , granted , or done, and t hey had been given 
or made , appointed, established, made , g ran ted , or done respect ively 
h e r e u n d e r , a n d th is A c t shal l apply to t h e m accordingly. 

(3) Al l regula t ions duly m a d e unde r or in accordance w i t h 
t h e Ac t s he reby repealed and in force and operat ive a t t he passing of 
th i s A c t shal l be deemed to be and to have been duly m a d e under t h e 
co r respond ing provisions of this Act , and as if th is A c t had been in force 
w h e n t h e same were made . 

3. (1) The Governor may , whenever he th inks it desirable in 
t he genera l interests of N e w South Wales , declare by not ice in t h e 
Gaze t t e t h a t any Crown land the re in described and not t h e n unde r 
lease f rom t h e Crown shall be avai lable for lease for t h e purpose of a 
L a b o u r Se t t l ement , and on the publ ica t ion of such not ice t h e land 
shal l (unless and un t i l such notice be w i thd rawn b y not ice in t h e 
Gazet te) be exempt from sale or lease u n d e r any Crown Lands Ac t s or 
M i n i n g Acts in force for t he t ime being, a n d the Governor m a y nomina te 
a n d appo in t any persons, no t less t h a n e ight and no t more t h a n 
s ix teen in n u m b e r , of w h o m no t more t h a n one-four th m a y be females, 
t o be t h e Board of Control (hereinafter called t h e " b o a r d " ) of t he 
L a b o u r Se t t l ement . 

(2) F r o m and after t h e da te of a p p o i n t m e n t t he board shall 
be deemed to be and shal l be a corporate body, w i t h pe rpe tua l 

succession 



succession and a common s e a l ; and t h e land or a n y p a r t thereof m a y 
he leased to t h e hoard, subjec t to t h e provisions and for t h e purposes 
of th i s Ac t , for a n y t e r m n o t exceeding twen ty -e igh t years , com­
menc ing on the da te of t h e Governor ' s approval of t h e lease, wi th a 
r i g h t of renewal for a fu r the r t e r m not exceeding twen ty -e igh t years : 
Provided t h a t t he Governor may , a t a n y t ime , by not ice in t h e Gazet te , 
dissolve a n y board, and t h e r e u p o n t h e lease to t h e board shal l be 
cancelled, b u t such cancel la t ion shal l no t affect any sublease or any 
renewal thereof g ran ted by t h e board unde r th is Ac t . 

(3) T h e Governor may, by p roc lamat ion in t he Gazet te , 
w i thd raw from lease or promise of lease unde r th is Ac t , w i t h o u t 
compensat ion, a n y land requi red for roads, sites for schools, pub l i c 
bui ld ings , or for recreat ion, or o ther general purpose in connect ion wi th 
such se t t lement . A n y such proclamat ion m a y be cancelled or modified 
by p roc lamat ion in t h e Gazet te . 

4. The Minis te r for Lands shal l de te rmine t h e ren t of t h e land 
after appra i sement by the local land board, as cons t i tu ted u n d e r t h e 
Crown Lands Acts , and such r e n t shall be paid annua l ly b y t h e board, 
a n d shal l commence from and after t he expira t ion of t h e four th year 
of t he lease. 

5. The Governor may, by not ice in t he Gazet te , remove a n y 
m e m b e r of a board , and may fill any vacancy wh ich m a y occur by 
reason of such removal , or any vacancy caused by dea th or res ignat ion 
of any m e m b e r ; b u t every such a p p o i n t m e n t shal l t ake effect only 
upon notif ication in t h e Gazet te . 

6. I t shall be t h e d u t y of a board, subject to regula t ions m a d e 
by t h e Governor u n d e r th i s Ac t , to enrol such persons (hereinaf ter 
called " e n r o l l e d m e m b e r s " ) , be ing of good repu te , as it m a y t h i n k fit. 

7. W h e n a board has enrolled such n u m b e r of persons as t h e 
Min i s t e r m a y approve, be ing e i ther u n m a r r i e d persons (each of or 
over t he age of twenty-one years ) , or heads of families, i t m a y app ly 
in wr i t i ng to t he Min i s te r for Lands for mone ta ry assistance, n a m i n g 
t h e persons for w h o m such assistance is asked, and furnishing such 
o ther par t icu lars as t h e Minis ter m a y requi re . I f t h e Minis te r , af ter 
due inqui ry , approve of t he appl icat ion, he shall certify to t h a t effect 
to t he Treasurer , and r ecommend t h a t an a m o u n t , to be specified, no t 
exceeding twenty-f ive pounds for each enrol led m e m b e r who is t h e 
head of a family dependen t u p o n h i m , or t w e n t y pounds for each 
marr ied person w i t h o u t a family dependen t upon h im, and fifteen 
pounds for each u n m a r r i e d person should be paid to t h e board. On 
t h e receipt of t h a t certificate t h e Treasurer m a y pay to t he board t h e 
a m o u n t so r ecommended to be paid . The board shal l be held to be 
t rus tees of t h e moneys received b y i t from t h e Treasurer or from any 
o the r persons, a n d shal l , subjec t to a n y regula t ions in t h a t behalf, 
app ly t h e moneys to t he purposes for which they were given, a n d 

shal l 



shall keep such accounts as may he prescribed. A t t h e expi ra t ion of 
four years from t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t of t h e lease, and each fol lowing 
year e igh t per c e n t u m of t he to ta l a m o u n t paid to t he board by t h e 
Treasurer u n d e r this section shall be a cha rge on the revenues of t h e 
board payable to t he Treasury , un t i l t he said sum, wi th interest a t 
t he r a t e of four per c e n t u m per a n n u m , has been repaid. 

8. No twi th s t and ing a n y t h i n g in th is Act t h e Minis te r m a y 
r ecommend to be paid to a n y board established hereunder , and t h e 
Treasurer may , from any moneys voted for t h e purpose, pay to such 
boards a n y s u m or sums the Minis ter may deem necessary or expedient , 
provided t h a t t he aggrega te a m o u n t to be advanced by w a y of loan 
shall no t w h e n t aken toge ther wi th any moneys a l ready advanced 
exceed for each enrolled m e m b e r — 

(a) who is head of a family dependent upon him—fifty pounds . 
(b) who is a mar r ied person wi thou t a family dependent upon 

h im—for ty pounds ; 
(c) who is a n unmar r i ed person over t h e age of twen ty -one years 

(which t e rms shall be held to inc lude a bachelor , a spinster, 
a widower, or a w idow)—th i r ty pounds : 

Provided t h a t t h e amoun t s hereby sanct ioned shal l n o t be paid to a 
g rea te r n u m b e r of persons t h a n m a y have been ent i t led to receive t he 
same a t the t i m e of the passing of t h e A c t fifty-seventh Victoria n u m b e r 
twen ty - s ix : Prov ided also t h a t t h e Minis te r , before m a k i n g a n y 
advance beyond the amoun t s provided for in section seven hereof and 
from t i m e to t i m e thereafter , shall be satisfied t h a t t h e improvements 
made upon t h e labour se t t lement are of a va lue approx ima t ing to t he 
aggrega te a m o u n t of money previously advanced by t h e Crown. 

9. I n any case where a labour se t t l ement has been or may 
hereaf ter be in i t ia ted wi th moneys provided by t h e enrolled member s , 
t he Treasurer m a y on the Minis ter ' s r ecommenda t ion pay to t h e board 
in one s u m or by ins ta lmen t s according as t h e Min i s te r may t h i n k fit, 
subject to t he provisions for r epaymen t , as provided by section seven 
hereof, an a m o u n t not exceeding t h e appraised value of such improve­
men t s as have been made on t h e labour se t t l ement by or at t h e 
expense of t he members thereof. The appra i sement of t h e va lue of 
such improvemen t s shal l be m a d e by any person or by t h e local l and 
board of t h e district , as t he Minis ter may appoin t or d i rec t : Provided 
t h a t t h e t e r m " improvement s " shall wi th respect to any labour 
se t t l ement be held to include any l ive stock or work ing p l an t t he jo in t 
p roper ty of such s e t t l e m e n t : Provided also t h a t t he aggrega te a m o u n t 
to be so paid shall no t w h e n taken , toge ther wi th any moneys a l ready 
advanced , exceed for each enrolled m e m b e r t he sums specified in 
section e igh t hereof. 

10. (1) The board may establish and m a n a g e any t rade or 
indus t ry , and may, by regula t ions , dispose of and appor t ion t he 
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proceeds and profits der ivable theref rom a m o n g t h e enrolled member s , 
and may , for sufficient cause, disenroll and remove a n y m e m b e r f rom 
t h e labour se t t lement , and m a y inc lude the re in any new member . 

(2) The board may , subjec t to t he approva l of t he Min is te r 
for Lands , g r a n t a sublease of a n y l and vested in i t to any enrolled 
m e m b e r a t such ren t , a n d subjec t to such condit ions and for such 
t e r m as i t m a y t h i n k fit, a n d as the Min is te r m a y approve, w i th a 
r i g h t of renewal for such fu r ther t e r m as t h e board m a y r e c o m m e n d 
and t h e Min i s te r m a y approve. Such lease shall only be assigned or 
sublet w i t h t h e permission of t h e board, and to a person enrolled in 
t h e same labour se t t l ement . 

11. The Governor m a y m a k e r egu l a t i ons— 
(a) prescr ibing t h e class of persons to be enrolled in a L a b o u r 

Se t t lement , and t h e priorit ies in which the i r appl icat ions are 
to be cons idered ; 

(b) p rescr ib ing t h e accounts to be k e p t b y boards of control of 
moneys received a n d expended by t h e m ; 

(c) concern ing the dut ies of boards as defined in this A c t ; 
(d) concern ing such other m a t t e r s as m a y be found necessary or 

desirable for t h e purposes of th is Ac t . 
12. (1) A board m a y m a k e regula t ions conce rn ing— 

(a) t h e q u o r u m necessary, t h e election of a cha i rman , and the 
conduct of business a t its m e e t i n g s ; 

(b) t h e work to be done in t he se t t l ement inc luding the su r round ing 
thereof w i th a subs tant ia l fence, and t h e appor t ionment of t h e 
work a m o n g t h e members , a n d the equi table d is t r ibut ion of 
wages , profits and emolumen t s a m o n g t h e member s after 
provid ing for t h e cost of the i r m a i n t e n a n c e ; 

(c) t h e collection, spending, and appl icat ion of m o n e y s ; 
(d) t h e cleanliness, good order, and gove rnmen t of t he s e t t l e m e n t ; 

and m a y impose a pena l ty not exceeding two pounds for a b reach of 
any of these regula t ions , to he recovered in a s u m m a r y way before a n y 
cour t of p e t t y sessions. 

(2) Al l regula t ions (whe ther u n d e r th i s or t h e p reced ing 
section) on be ing approved by t h e Governor and publ i shed in t h e 
Gazet te shall have t h e force of law, provided t h a t a copy of a n y such 
regula t ions shal l be laid on t h e t ab le of b o t h Houses of P a r l i a m e n t 
w i t h o u t unreasonable delay. 

S C H E D U L E . 
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Reference to Act. Short title. Extent of repeal. 

50 Vic . N o . : i t . . . Labour Se t t l emen t s Act The whole. 
57 Vic. No . 2 6 . . . Labour Se t t l ements Ac t A m e n d m e n t Act of 180-1 .. The whole. 


